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Introduction

This book is the second book in my blindfold series. The first one was
‘Blindfold Endgame Visualization’. Now it is time to solve puzzles in the
opening. To make this book I have downloaded the Lichess puzzle database
containing 2,132,989 chess puzzles. Then I selected the puzzles that occurred
within the first 10 moves of the game. To my spreadsheet, I added information
about how often the line had been played and how often players solved the
puzzle online.

This is the foundation from which I have selected puzzles for this book. I
have also added puzzles where you have to avoid a tactic or a trap, so you can’t
always be sure that there is a tactic!

It is my hope that this book will help you to improve your ability to calculate
and visualize the board blindfolded. The book is split into three sections: a
warm-up chapter, the main chapter, and a chapter for the hardest puzzles.

If you like this book remember to check out my other books in the Amazon
store:
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How to solve the puzzles

Here is the first puzzle of the book:
1.
Rapport-Jobava System

1.d4d52. @f4 2163. Ac3 Qc64.e3 Qf55.a3e66. Af3 2d6 7. Qes
aAxes

White to move

First is stated the opening name given by one of the major chess sites (some
chess opening experts might disagree with some of the names). Next is a line of
moves. Visualize the end position. If you struggle at this try sitting with an
empty board in front of you.

At the end position, you will have to find the best move. Write it down on
paper before you check the solution. Note that some positions are not a tactic!

The puzzles in this book will get gradually harder, and at some point it might
get too hard for you. Don’t give up and throw the book away yet. I will suggest
that you set up a board and play 2, 4, or 6 moves into the puzzles and try to
solve them. In this way you will still practice visualizing the position and you
can adjust the difficulty of the puzzles.



Chapter 1: Warm-up!






Rapport-Jobava System

1.d4d52. @f4 216 3. @c3 Ac64.e3 Qf55.a3¢66. L3 2d6 7. Qe5
QA xes

White to move



1.

1.d4 d5 2. 24 Q16 3. Ac3 Acb 4. e3 (4. QAbS is the mainline.) 4... RIS
5.a3 €6 6. Af3 Rd6 7. BeS Vxe5?? Castling is the best move.

Solution: 8. dxeS! With the double attack on the Knight and Bishop!



2.

French Defense: Rubinstein Variation
l.ede62.d4d53. Qc3 dxed 4. Axed A6 5. 2d3 wxdd

White to move



2.

1. e4 €6 2. d4 d5 3. Qc3 dxed 4. Qxed Qf6 5. RA3 ¥xd4?? This position
has happened more than a thousand times on Lichess (5... €7, 5...24bd7, and
5... Axed are all good options)

Solution: 6. Rb5+ A classic trap in the French!



Ruy Lopez Opening: Bird's Defense
l.ede52. A3 Ac63. 2b5 Ad4 4. Axd4d exd4 5. €gd c6 6. Rcd

Black to move



3.

1. ed4 e5 2. A3 Qc6 3. }b5 Ad4 4. Axd4 exd4 5. #g4?! (5. 0-O is the
mainline.) 5... €6 6. R¢4?? Whoops! (6. R d3 and everything is safe.)

Solution: 6... d5! Now the Queen and Bishop are attacked.



4.

Vienna Game: Frankenstein-Dracula Variation

l.ede52. Qcd QA6 3. QAc3 Axed 4. Axed d5 5. @xd5 &xd5
6. %13 Qcb

White to move



4.

1. e4 €5 2. Red Af6 3. Ac3 Axed 4. Axed d5 5. RxAS Ewxd5 6. &f3
Qc6?? (6... Qeb makes sure the Queen is protected against Lf6+ ideas.)

Solution: 7. @f6+! And thank you for the Queen. 7... gxf6 8. €&xd5



Scotch Game: Classical Variation

l.ede52. Af3 Qc63.d4exd44. Axd4 Qc55. Qe3 Axd4
6. @xd4 2b6

White to move



S.

1. e4 e5 2. Qf3 Qc6 3. d4 exdd 4. Axd4 Rc5 5. Re3 Axd4 6. Rxd4
27.000 games with KLxd4 and 434 games with KLb6 in the Lichess database. 6...
{b6??

Solution: 7. Rxg7! Thank you for the game.



6.

Scandinavian Defense: Modern Variation

l.e4d52. exd5 46 3. Rcd Axd5 4. Rxd5 €xd5 5. Qc3 dxg2
6. %f3 Qh3

White to move



6.

1. e4 d5 2. exd5 26 3. Rc4 Axd5 4. RxdS ¥xdS 5. Qce3? (5. «f3) 5...
fxg2 6. 13 Rh3? This blunder has been played 147 times before on Lichess.
(6... xf3 7. Axf3)

Solution: 7. €xh3 ¥xh3 (7... €xh1?? 8.% c8#) 8. @xh3 And Black is
down a piece.



7.

Modern Defense: Mongredien Defense

l.edg62.d4 Rg73. Af3b64. Qcd Qb7 5. Ac3 e6 6. d5 exd5 7. Axd5
Qxd5

White to move



7.

1.e4 g6 2.d4 Rg73. Af3b6 4. Red {b7 5. Ac3 €6 6. d5 exdS 7. xdS
KRxd5 (7...4¢e7 is a better choice.)

Solution: 8. €xd5 (8. Rxd5?! ¢6 9. Rc4 and White missed the chance.)
8... ®e79. &xal8



Van Geet Opening: Reversed Nimzowitsch Variation
1. Qc3 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. €xd4 b6

White to move



8.

1. Qc3 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. €xd4 b6??

Solution: 4. €ed+! Forks the King and the Rook. 4... Be7 5. €xa8



9.

Ruy Lopez: Steinitz Defense
l.ede52. Af3 Ac63. LbSd6 4. Ac3 DeT 5. AdS g6

White to move



9.
1.e4 e52. Af3 Vc63. Rb5d6 4. Ac3 Ve7 5. BdS g6??

Solution: 6. @f6# Only found in 5 out of 17 games in the Lichess database.



10.

English Opening: King's English Variation-Reversed Sicilian
l.cd4e52. QAc3 f5 3. ed fxed

White to move



10.

1.c4 e52. Qc3 15 3. e4 fxed

Solution: 4. €h5+! (4. Axed4? Played 77% of the time on Lichess.) 4...
We7 5. €xe5+ (5. @d5+ we6 6. @h3 Would be another way to play.) 5... ¥f7
6. ®d5+ %e8 7. ®h5+ %e7 8. Ad5+ ®d6 9. c5+ ®xc5 10. d4+ fc6 11.
Kb5+ ¥xb5 12. Q3+ Played in the game Heiligermann - Szarvas 1-0, 1993,



11.

Ruy Lopez: Spanish Countergambit
l.ed @c62. Qb5 e53. A3 d5 4. exd5 ¥xd55. Qad

Black to move



11.

1. e4 Qc6 2. 2b5 e5 3. Af3 d5 4. exd5 &xd5 5. Qad4?? (5. Ac3
Attacking the Queen and protecting the Bishop.)

Solution: 5... €ed4+ The Bishop can be picked up next! 6. &e2 $xad 7.
Qxe5 Axes 8. &xe5+ Re6 Black has now consolidated.



12.

Queen's Pawn Game: Mason Variation

1.d4d52. Rf4 Qc63. Af3 Qegd4.e3e65. Qe2 Rd6 6. Ae5 Qxe2 7.
Fxe2 Axe5 8. dxe5 Q5

White to move



12.

1.d4 d5 2. R4 Qc6 3. Af3 Rgd 4. e3e65. Re2 Rd6 6. VeS Kxe2 7.
#xe2 Axes 8. dxe5 Rc5
(8... Re7 or 8...Qbd+are better options for Black.)

Solution: 9. €b5+ Queen checks are often dangerous!9... ¢6 10. €¥xc5



13.

Englund Gambit Complex: Englund Gambit
1.d4 e52. dxe5 c6 3. Af3 e7 4. c3 Axe5 5. Abd2

Black to move



13.

1. d4 e5 2. dxe5 Qc6 3. Af3 ¥we7 4. c3 Axe5 5. @bd2?? (5. Axe5 Now
White is safe from the mate.)

Solution: 5... @d3# Only the third most-played move in this position
(Lichess database), so remember this classic mate.



14.

Benoni Defense: Old Benoni
1.d4c¢52.d5d63.b3e64.c4

Black to move



14.

1.d4 ¢52.d5d6 3. b3 e6 4. c4?? (4. Qc3 is a better move.)

Solution: 4... €f6! There is no way to defend the Rook in the corner!



15.

Sicilian Defense: Bowdler Attack
l.e4c52. @c4d63. A3 b6

White to move



15.

1.e4 c52. Red d6 3. Af3 b6?? (3.4 16 the mainline.)

EAé Wes ¢

-
% A
N i
7

e Ve

&)
A

A A
=7

Solution: 4. Rd5! Like in the last puzzle, the Rook is dead in the corner!




16.

French Defense: Winawer Variation - Classical Variation

l.ede62.d4d53. Ac3 Rb4 4. e5c¢55. a3 Qxc3+6.bxe3 e 7. gd {5
8. g3 cxd4 9. cxd4 Qe7 10. Qd3

Black to move



16.

This puzzle is not hard, but it is the first puzzle in the book going to move 10!
1. e4 €6 2. d4 d5 3. @c3 KRb4 4. €5 ¢5 5. a3 K{xc3+ 6. bxe3 &7 7. &gl
f5 8. ¥ g3 cxd4 9. cxd4 Qe7 10. RA3?? (10. ¢3 This is what the grandmasters
play (Karjakin - Moskalenko, 1-0, 2004).

Solution: 10...Qc3+! Picking up the Rook.



17.

Caro-Kann Defense: Main Line
l.ed4c62.d4d53. Qc3 dxed 4. Axed 216 5. $e2 Lbd7

White to move



17.
1. e4 ¢6 2. d4 d5 3. Qc3 dxed 4. Qxed Q16 5. we2 Abd7 (5... Hxd4
Stockfish's recommendation.)

N
A WA A A
B LENH

Solution: 6. @d6# Boom! 3.400+ games with this mate in the Lichess
database.

A

LA



18.

Queen's Pawn Game: Colle System, Traditional Colle
1.2f3 Qf62.d4 d53.e3e64.2d3¢55.c3b66.4bd2 Qa6

White to move



18.

1.213 Q16 2.d4 d5 3.e3 6 4.2d3 ¢55.c3 b6 6.2bd2 Qa6

€
A 44
i
A

Solution: 7. R xa6! @xa6 8.¥ad+ With the double attack on Black's Knight
and King. €d7 9.%xa6



19.

Center Game: Hall Variation
1.e4e52.d4 exd4 3. <oxd4 Ac6 4. gocd g6 5. %3

Black to move



19.

1. e4 5 2. d4 exd4 3. €xd4 Qc6 4. Fcd g6 5. € c3 (5. h4 Xu - Romanov,
1-0,2019.)

Solution: 5... b4! Game over!



20.

Queen's Gambit Accepted
1.d4d52.c4dxcd 3. @c3e54.d5 Af6 5. e4

Black to move



20.

1.d4 d5 2. c4 dxc4 3. @c3 e54.d5 Q16 5. ed

Solution: 5... bS What the masters play in this position. If 6. @xb5 @ xed
and Black stands better.

If you selected 5... Rb4?? then 6. $2ad+! and your Bishop will be picked up.
This move has occurred more than 4.000 times on Lichess.

5..¢6 and 5... K¢S are also fine moves for Black.



21.

Slav Defense

1.d4d52. c4c63. Qf4 A6 4. e3e65. Ac3 A d6
6. ©¢30-07. Af3 Abd7

White to move



21.

1. d4 d5 2. c4 c6 3. 2f4 Qf6 4. €3 e6 5. Ac3 Rd6 6. Qg3 0-0 7. Af3
Qbd7?? Played in 342 Lichess games!
(7... Rxg3 and you can play 9bd7 next.)

>
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Solution: 8. Rxd6! White simply takes the hanging piece. In the next
chapter the difficulty will be turned up a notch.



2. The Main Chapter



22,

Philidor Defense: 3. Bc4
l.ede52. Af3d63. Red A6 4.3 Qgd 5. ©b3 RxI3

White to move



22.

1.ed4 e52. 23 d6 3. Red Q6 4. ¢3 Regd 5. ¥b3 QxI3??

(5... d5 It is better to give the pawn and save the day. 6. exd5 Qbd7 7. d3=
(7. d6?! could give White some problems. 7... Rxd6 8. 4 g5 (8. Qxf7+ {8 9.
Qg5 A5 10. %cd) 8... O-O with an unclear position.))

Solution: 6. Rx{7+ Always keep an eye on f2/f7. 6... ¥d7 (6... ¥e7 7.
e6#) 7. Reb+ (7. we6+ wc6 8. gxf3 is also good for White.) ... ¥eT (7...
#e8 8. gxf3) 8. gxf3 White is up a pawn and Black can't castle.



23.

Reti Opening

1. Af3d52.d4c53.e3 @c64. cddxed 5. Rxcd Regd 6. Qe2 cxd4 7. exd4
Qxf3 8. Rxf3 gxd4

White to move



23.

1. @Af3 d5 2. d4 ¢5 3. €3 Qc6 4. ¢4 dxed 5. RKxed Rgd 6. Re2 cxd4 7.
exdd Rxf3 8. RxF3 &xd4?? (8... @xd4 9. O-O With a better position for
White due to the castled King.)

Solution: 9. R xc6+! Simply removing the defender and the Queen is lost.



24,

[talian Game: Knight Attack, Ponziani-Steinitz Gambit
l.ede52. A3 Ac63. Qcd A6 4. A g5 Axed

White to move



24.

l.ed e52. Af3 Ac6 3. Red Af6 4. WgS Axed? (4... d5 The mainline.)

Solution: 5. Rxf7+! The King has to move. (5. @xf7 Does not work due to
5.. %h4 6. %e2 (6. Axh8 Xxf2#) 6... Ad4) 5... ¥e7 6. d3 6... Af6 (6...
Axg5 7. Qxg5+! And the Queen is lost.) 7. Rb3

6. d4 Also a good move, but maybe not as simple as d3 6... Axd4 (6... d5 7.
3 2d6 8. Rxd5) 7.c¢3 QAc6 8. A5 A d6 here White has several ways to attack
the Black King.



25.

Catalan Opening: Closed
1. 4f3d52.g3¢53. Qg2 Ac64.d4 ¢6
5.0-0 @16 6.c4dxcd 7. We5 Axd4

White to move



25.

1. @13 d5 2. g3 ¢5 3. Qg2 Ac6 4. d4 ¢6 5. 0-0 Af6 6. c4 dxcd 7. DeS
Qxd4? (7... Rd7 Protecting the Knight.)

Solution: 8. e3! The start of a nice combination. (8. <¢a4+? QAd7 Black has
a fine position.) 8... Vc6 9. {xc6+ bxc6 10. Lxd8+ ¥xd8 11. Axf7+ Forks
the King and the Rook.



26.

King's Gambit
l.ede52.f4d63. 2f3 Ac64. QLed Rgd

White to move



26.
l.e4 e52.14d6 3. A3 DAc6 4. Red Rgd

Solution: 5. h3 Is the Stockfish recommendation, but you can also play fxeS5,
d3, or 0-0. (5. RxI{7+? This move does not work due to 5... $4xf7 6. Qg5+
fxg5! Protecting the Bishop 7. fxg5 Qxd1 8. ¥¥xdl Black is a Knight up.)



27.

Grob Opening
l.g4e62. Reg2d53.cddxcd 4. Ac3 Qb4

White to move



27.

1. g4 €6 2. Rg2 d5 3. c4 dxcd 4. @c3 Rb4?? Not sensing the danger.

Solution: 5. &ad+! A c6 does not save the Bishop. 6. {xc6+! bxc6 7.
& xb4



28.

Indian Game
1.d4 216 2. c3e53. dxe5 Wgd 4. Af3 d6 5. exd6 RLxd6 6. h3

Black to move



28.

1. d4 216 2. c3 5 3. dxe5 Qg4 4. A3 d6 5. exd6 Rxd6 6. h3?? (6. A bd2
And White is doing more than fine.) (6. Rf41? Qxf4 7. $wad+ c6 8. Lxf4 &b6
This line is a bit unclear.)

Solution: 6... @xf2! 7. ¥xf2 Qg3+ 8. ¥xg3 &xdl Black wins the Queen.



29.

Italian Game: Knight Attack, Polerio, Bishop Check Line, 6...c6 7.dxc6 bxc6

l.ede52. Af3 Ac63. Qed A6 4. Ag5d5 5. exd5S @a56. Lb5+¢6 7.
dxc6 bxc6 8. Rd3h69. A3

Black to move



29.

1. ed4 €5 2. Q3 Qc6 3. Red QAf6 4. Qg5 d5 5. exd5 Qas 6. K5+ ¢6 7.
dxc6 bxc6 8. Rd3 h6 9. @Af3 (9. Qed! Riazantsev - Sokolov, (1-0, 2014),
blocking the e-pawn.)

Solution: 9... e4! The pawn says hello to the Knight and Bishop. 10. $2e2
Does not help here because of #e7. 11. Rxed Dxed or xed.



30.

Ruy Lopez Opening: Morphy Defense, Exchange Variation

l.ede52. Af3 QAc6 3. @b5 ab 4. Qxc6 dxcb 5. Lxe5 xd4

White to move



30.
l.ed e52. Af3 Qc6 3. QbS5 a6 4. Axc6 dxc6 5. Dxes5 &d4

Solution: 6. @f3 No need to get creative with 4xf7, which has been played
more than 3000 times on Lichess. (6. Ax{71?? soxed+ 7. sve2 xe2+ 8. ¥xe2
2 xf7) (6. @d3?! Is blocking the e-pawn after 6... Sexed+ 7. $re2 xe2+

8. fxe2) (6. Agd soxed+ 7. Qe3 Is an acceptable solution her too.) 6...
xed+ 7. &e2 &xe2+ 8. Wxe2 Black is a pawn up.



31.

Queen's Gambit Declined: Marshall Defense

1.d4 Q16 2. c4d53. cxd5 Axd54. g3 Ac65. REg2eb66. Wc3 Qb4 7.
Qd2 4 xd4

White to move



31.

1. d4 @16 2. c4 d5 3. cxd5 Axd5 4. g3 Dc6 5. RE2 €6 6. Ac3 Rb4 7.
Rd2 Axd4?? (7... @xc3 Would be a better way to play. 8. bxc3 X d6)

Solution: 8. @xd5! Black is going to lose a piece. 8... xd2+ (8... exd5 9.
Qxb4) 9. €xd2 Qc6 (9... exd5 10. Fxd4)



32.

English Opening: Caro-Kann Defensive System
1. Af3 c62.e3d53.c4 RQegd 4. cxd5 cxd5 5. svad+ $d7

White to move



32.

1. @13 ¢6 2. €3 d5 3. c4 Rg4 4. cxd5 cxd5 5. &ad+ &d7
(5... Rd7 Would be the way to defend here.)

Solution: 6. Rb5! Qc6 7. Ves5 &e6 (7... Axe5 8. Qxd7+ Qxd7 White is
winning.) 8. @xc6 bxc6 9. R xc6+ White wins the Rook.



33.

French Defense: Winawer, Advance, Poisoned Pawn Variation

l.ede62.d4d53. Ac3 Qb4 4.e5c55.a3 Rxe3+ 6. bxe3 e 7. sgd
AeT 8. %xg7 Eg89. %xh7 cxd4 10. Af3

Black to move



33.

1. e4 €6 2. d4 d5 3. @c3 Rb4 4. €5 ¢5 5. a3 K{xc3+ 6. bxe3 &7 7. &gl
Qe7 8. ¥xg7 BEg89. ®xh7 cxd4 10. Q13?2 (10. Q2 Protects the c3-pawn.)

Solution: 10... €xc3+! 11. ¥d2 ¥ xal



34.

Giuoco Piano Game: Giuoco Pianissimo,
Italian Four Knights, Canal Variation

l.ede52. Rcd Ac63. Af3 Af64. Ac3 Re55.d3d66. Lg5h67. QLhd
g5 8. Axg5 hxg5 9. Qxg5 Qx2+

White to move



34.

l.ede52. Red Qe63. A3 Af6 4. A3 Re55.d3d6 6. ReS hé6 7. Rhd
g5 8. @xg5 hxg5 9. RxgS RxF2+? Played in 239 games on Lichess. (9... B g8
Mohammadi, A. - Antonsen, M., 0-1, 2016, with a good game for Black.)

Solution: 10. fxf2 Qg4+ 11. dxgd! (11. wel?? Any King move and the
Bishop is lost. 11... $%xg5) 11... Rxgd 12. Rxd8 Exd8 White enjoys a better
position with a pawn in the bag and can continue with 13. Qd5 with threats
against ¢c7 and 2f6 forking the Bishop.



35.

Caro-Kann Defense: Advance, Botvinnik-Carls Defense

l.edc62.d4d53.e5¢54.¢3 Qcb 5. dxe5 Axe5 6. A3 Q gb

White to move



35.
1. e4 ¢6 2. d4 d5 3. e5 c5 4. c3 Ac6 5. dxe5 Axes 6. Af3 Qg4

Solution: 7. @xe5! (7. Q€2 A good share of players miss the chance and
play this move.) 7... xd1 8. Rb5+ €d79. Rxd7+ (9. A xd7 Also works.) 9...
#ds



36.

Sicilian Defense: Open

l.edc52. Qf3 Qc63.d4 cxdd 4. Axd4 Axd4 5. €xd4 d6 6. Qcd A6 7.
e5 dxes

White to move



36.

1. e4 ¢52. Af3 Dc6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Bxd4 Dxd4 5. Lxd4 d6 6. Rcd A6
7. €5 dxe5?? Always look out for this trick! (7... $2a5+ 8. QAc3 dxe5 now the
trick does not work anymore.)

Solution: 8. Qxf7+! ®¥xf7 9. ¥xd8



37.

Philidor Defense
l.ede52. Af3d63.b3 g64. Qb2 Qg7 5. d4 exd4 6. L xd4 c5

White to move



37.
1.ed4 e52. 213 d6 3. b3 g6 4. Rb2 Rg7 5. d4 exd4 6. Axd4 ¢5? (6... A6

With a fine position for Black.)

Solution: 7. @c6! (7. Y e6? Fails because 7... €¢a5+ 8. b4 gexbd+ 9. A d2
Rxb2 10. Wc7+ ¥4d8 11. Axa8 Rc3! And Black is better. (11... Rxal Is not as
strong, because of 12. $2xal %d4 13. c3)) 7... Kxb2 8. Axd8 ¥xd8 9. Qd2
Rxal 10. €xal 6 White has a Queen for a Rook and Knight. The Black King
is however an easy target and Stockfish says +6 for White here.



38.

Scandinavian Defense: Mieses-Kotr¢, Main Line

1.e4d52. exd5 €xd53. 4c3 wwa54. A3 Qg4 5. Qe2 Db
6. 0-O O-0O-O 7. a3 5 8. b4 & b6

White to move



38.
1. e4 d5 2. exd5 ¥xd5 3. Ac3 ®as5 4. Af3 Qg4 5. Re2 Ac6 6. 0-0 O-
0-0 7. a3 e5 8. b4 #b6 (8... 2xb4! 9. @b2 2 d6)

Solution: 9. @ad4! The Queen now looks around and sees it is trapped.



39.

Tarrasch Defense: Symmetrical Variation

1.d4d52.c4e63. Ac3 Af64. Af3 c55.e3 Qcb6.b3 cxdd 7. A xd4
ab4d 8. Lxcb

Black to move



39.

1. d4 d5 2. c4 €6 3. Qc3 Af6 4. Df3 ¢5 5. €3 QA6 6. b3 cxd4 7. Rxd4
KRbd 8. Axc6?? White forgot about the capture with check. (8. @b2 The most
played move here.)

Solution: 8... Rxe3+! 9. Rd2 Rxd2+ (9... @xal?? 10. 2@xd8) 10. gxd2
bxc6



40.

Russian Game: Three Knights Game
l.ede52. Af3 216 3. Wc3 Rc54.d4 exd4 5. @Axd4 O-0 6. Re3

Black to move



40.

l.ed e52. Qf3 A6 3. c3 Qc54.d4 exdd 5. @xd4 0-0 6. Re3

Solution: 6... d5, d6, Ee8 or Rb4 are fine moves to play.

(6... 4 c6?? This is the move to avoid due to 7. 4 xc6 attacking the Queen.
7...bxc6 (7... dxc6 8. Rxc5) 8. RxcS)



41.

Scandinavian Defense: Modern Variation

l.e4d52. exd5 4f63. Af3 Qg4 4. A3 Axd5 5. Axd5 %xd5 6. Qe2
Qc6 7.d4 0-0-0 8. c3 e59. dxe5 Lxe5 10. L xeS

Black to move



41.

1. e4 d5 2. exd5 Q6 3. Af3 Qg4 4. Ac3 Axd5 5. Axd5 #xd5 6. Qe
Qc6 7. d4 0-0-0 8. ¢3 €5 9. dxe5? @Axe5?! (9... «wed! The Rook attacks the
Queen. 10. 4d2 (10. b3 4Axe5!) 10... Rxe2 11. fxe2 soxg2 12. B fl Axe5
13. €oxe5 Qa3 14. &15+) 10. xe5?? (10. &xd5 Exd5 11. Axe5 Bxe5 12.
Qe3 Black only enjoys a slight advantage.)

Solution: 10... €&xd1+ 11. &xd1 Exd1#



42.

Sicilian Defense: Alapin Variation

l.e4c52.d4cxd43.c3 QL6 4.e5 Qd5 5. cxd4 e6 6. QL3 b6
7. @c4 b7 8. Ac3 2xc3 9. bxc3 #c7 10. ¥e2

Black to move



42.

1. e4 ¢52.d4 cxd4 3. ¢3 Q16 4. e5 Qd5 5. cxd4 €6 6. f3 b6 7. Rcd Qb7
8. Ac3 Axc3 9. bxe3 c7 10. fe2 (10. $d3 b5 11. 2xb5)

Solution: 10... b5! Exploiting the weakness on c¢3. (10... Qxf3 11. € xf3
gxcd 12. xa8 fxc3+ 13. ¥e2 ¥ c8 Does not achieve much for Black.) 11.
KRxb5 &xc3+



43.

French Defense: Advance, Paulsen Attack
l.ede62. Af3d53.e5c54.¢3 Ac6 5. d4 cxd4
6.cxd4 Qb4+ 7. Ac3 Age7 8. RA3 Rd79. 0-0 0-0

White to move



43.

1. e4 €6 2. Qf3 d5 3. e5 ¢5 4. ¢3 Qc6 5. d4 cxd4 6. cxd4 Rbd+ 7. Ac3
Qge7 8. RA3 RA7 9. O-O It says something that the most played move in this

position is a blunder. 9... 0-0?? (9... Rxc3 10. bxc3 Herrstrom, T. - Hogberg,
J., (1-0, 1997).
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Solution: 10. xh7+ f¥xh7 11. g5+ g6 12. De2! Extra points if you
spotted this move. Only found in 2 games out of 106 on Lichess! It is now mate
in 11 moves for White and f5 does not work due to Lf4+ syxg5 &hs5# (12.
% g4 is what most people play here and works as well. 12... 5 13. €&h4 (13.
exf6 Not as strong +1.7 by Stockfish 13... ¢xf6 14. Eel) 13... Eh8 14. % g3 f4




15. segd g8 White is winning.) 12... ¥xd4 13. Qfd+ ¥f5 And the Black
King is in big problems.



44,

Slav Defense: Exchange Variation

1.d4d52.c4c63.cxd5cxd54. Qc3 Af65. 2f4 Ac66.e3a67. 2d3
Qg4 8.1f3 @h59. b3 Qa5 10. ¥ad+ b5

White to move



44.

1. d4 d5 2. ¢4 ¢6 3. cxd5 cxd5 4. @c3 QAf6 5. Rf4 Qc6 6. €3 a6 7. Rd3
KRg4 8. 3 Rh5 9. €b3 Qa5 10. &ad+ b5?? (10... Qc6 Bajarani, U. - Van
Foreest, J., (1/2-1/2, 2015).

Solution: 11. & xb5+! axb5 12. @xb5! (12. & xb5+? & d7)
12... #d7 (12... Bc8 13. AcT#) 13. Q7+ wd8 14. gxd7+ ¥xd7 15. Axa8



45.

Nimzowitsch-Larsen Attack: Modern Variation

1.b3e52. @b2 Dc63.e3d54. Qb5 2d75. Qxchb Qxcb 6. Qxe5 ¥ gs5
7. Qo3 216 8. Ac3

Black to move



45.

1. b3 e52. @b2 Qc6 3. e3 d5 4. Ab5 Ad7 5. Bxc6 Axc6 6. Axe5 ¥g5

A

7. Rg3 €16 8. Ac3? (8. c3 The correct move.)

Solution: 8... d4! Attacking the Knight and opening up the Bishop against
g2. 9. exd4 (9. e4 dxc3 10. d3) 9... Rxg2



46.

Scotch: Classical Variation

l.ede52. 2f3 QAc63.d4exdd 4. 2xd4 @bd+5. @d2 Qc5
6. Qe3

Black to move



46.

1.e4 e52. Q3 Qc6 3. d4 exd4 4. Axd4 Qb4+ 5. @d2 &c5
6. Qe3

Solution: 6... €16 The mainline, but you can also go Rb6 . (6... A16?? This
mistake has been made +8000 times on Lichess. 7. 2 xc6 bxc6 (7... dxc6 8.
Fxd8+ Puxd8 9. Qxc5) 8. Rxc5 White is up a Bishop.)



47.

Queen’s Pawn Opening: 1...d6

1.d4d62. Rf4 2d73. 2f3g64. Ac3 Rg75. $d2c66.0-0-0Oe5 7.
dxe5 dxe5 8. Qg3 %e79.¢ed

Black to move



47.

1. d4 d6 2. R4 Q@d7 3. Q3 g6 4. Ac3 KRg7 5. €d2 c6 6. 0-0-0 €5 7.
dxe5 dxe5 8. Rg3 (8. Axe5! @xe5 9. Q@xe5 Black can't take on e5 without
getting mated on d§!) 8... &e7 9. e4
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Solution: 9... Rh6! (9... QLgf6 The most played move in this position
missing the tactic.) 10. g5 Kxg5 11. f4 Qh6! Black is up a piece. (11... exfd
12. @xf4 Qxf4 13. x4 Also possible.)



48.

Nimzo-Larsen Attack: Classical Variation

1.b3d52.e3e53. %h5 Qc64. Qb5 @d65. b2 a6 6. Qxc6H+ bxcoh 7.
Qxes

Black to move



48.

1. b3 d5 2. €3 e5 3. @h5 Qc6 4. RbS Rd6 5. Qb2 a6 6. Rxc6+ bxc6 7.
KRxe5 (7. f4 is a better move challenging the center and trying to open the long
diagonal for the Bishop.)

Solution: 7... g6! Now the Queen can't protect the Bishop anymore. 8. €dl1
KRxes



49.

Reti Opening: Reti Accepted

1. 2f3 d5 2. c4 dxc4 3. e3 b5 4. a4 c6 5. axb5 cxb5 6. b3 Qeb6 7. bxcd
axcd 8. @xcd bxcd 9. ¥ad+ 2d7 10. ¥xcd

Black to move



49.

1. @f3 d5 2. c4 dxc4 3. e3 b5 4. a4 ¢c6 5. axb5 cxb5 6. b3 Re6? (6... €6 or
A6 would help with the development.) 7. bxe4 {xc4 8. Rxcd bxed 9. ad+
Qd7 10. ¥xcd?? (10. Qa3 Avoiding the tactic.)

Solution: 10... Ec8! 11. €xc8 (11. ¥e2 Excl+ 12. &dl Exdl+) 11..
&xc8



50.

Queen's Gambit Declined: Semi-Tarrasch Defense

1.d4d52. Af3e63.c4 Af64. @c3 c5 5. dxe5 Rxc5 6. Qg5 d4
7. A4

Black to move



50.

1.d4 d5 2. Qf3 €6 3. c4 A6 4. D3 ¢5 5. dxeS Axc56. Qg5d4 7. Ded

Solution: 7... @xed! (7... Qb4+The most played move in the position. 8.
Aed2) 8. Rxd8 {b4+ 9. @d2 Rxd2+ 10. €xd2 @xd2 Black is up a piece.



51.

Russian Game

l.ede52. QAf3 QA6 3. AxesS e 4.d4d6 5. A3 wxed+ 6. Qe2 QeT 7.
A3 Fgb

White to move



S1.

1. e4 e52. Q3 QAf6 3. AxeS5 &e7 4.d4 d6 5. A3 Exed+ 6. Re2 ReT 7.
Q3 #g6?? (7... S2gd Would be a better place for the Queen.)

o

Solution: 8. @h4! Suddenly the Queen is trapped!



52.

Sicilian Defense: Sozin

l.edc52. Qed De63. De3 Af64. A3 d6 5. d4 cxd4 6. Dxd4 Lxd4 7.
#&xd4 gb

White to move



52.

1.e4 c52. Red D6 3. Ae3 Af6 4. Af3 d6 5. d4 cxd4 6. xd4 Dxd4 7
&xd4 g6?? (7... e6 Suggested by Stockfish.)

Jrgm

Solution: 8. e5! @h5 9. Rb5+! (9. g4 Also fine, but not as forcing. 9... B g7
10. R14) (9. exd6?! Not as effective due t0 9... Rg7 10. b5+ Qd7 11. ¥rad)

9... Rd710. €6 Rxb5 (10... Qg7 11. exd7+ ¥ 18 12. ¥ d5) 11. €xh8 White
has a Rook for a Bishop + a weak Black King.



53.

Queen's Indian Accelerated
1.d4 QAf62.c4b63. Ac3 Qb7 4.d5 e6 5. e4 exd5 6. exd5 cb

White to move



53.

1. d4 216 2. c4 b6 3. @c3 KRb7 4. d5 €6 5. ed exd5 6. exdS ¢6?? Mixing up
the theory in the Queen's Indian. (6... Qb4 The mainline.)

Solution: 7. d6! White is asking what will you do about #e2+? Stockfish
says you might as well just take the pawn. 7... 8xd6 8. €&xd6



54.

Benoni Defense: French Benoni

1.d4c52.d5¢e63.e4exd54.exd5d6 5. Af3 QL6 6. Qg5 gb

White to move



54,
1. d4 c5 2. d5 e6 3. e4 exd5 4. exd5 d6 5. B3 A6 6. Rg5 g6??

Solution: 7. Kb5+! (7. $2e2+ is not as strong since the King can move 7...
#¥d7) 7... RA7 (7... Abd7 8. Le2+ Qe7 9. Qx6) 8. &we2+ Re7 9. Rxf6



55.

Blackmar-Diemer Gambit: Ryder Gambit
1.d4 d5 2. e4 dxed 3. Ac3 A6 4. f3 exf3 5. xf3 g6 6. R4 Hxd4

White to move



5S.

1. d4 d5 2. e4 dxed 3. Q3 Q16 4. 13 exf3 5. €xf3 g6 6. R4 L¥xd4? (6...

Solution: 7. @b5! Attacking the Queen and looking at ¢7 7... €xb2 8.
Qxc7+ ¥d8 9. Edl+ Rd7 10. Lxa8



56.

Slav Defense
1.d4d52.¢c4c63.b3 Af64. Qa3 Qf55.e3

Black to move



56.

1. d4 d5 2. c4 ¢6 3. b3 Qf6 4. Ra3 KI5 5. €3 (5. Rd2 Would be a way to
avoid this trick.)

Solution: 5... &xb1! 6. Exbl a5+ 7. €d2 €&xa3



57.

Benoni Defense: Benoni Gambit Accepted

1.d4 ¢c52.dxc5e63.b4a54.c3axb4d 5. cxbd b6 6. @e3 bxec5 7. Qxc5
axc5 8. bxcs a5+ 9. 2d2 sxcs

White to move



57.

1. d4 c5 2. dxc5 e6 3. b4 a5 4. ¢3 axb4 5. cxb4 b6 6. Re3 bxe5 7. {xc5
KRxc5 8. bxe5 ®as5+ 9. Ad2 &xc5?? Watch out, the pawn is poisoned! (9...
A6 or Lab.)

Solution: 10. Ecl! Shooting at the Queen and Bishop. 10... €a7 (10...
gxcl 11. goxcl) 11. Exc8+ We7



58.

Russian Game: Urusov Gambit, Lichtenhein Defense

l.ede52. Rcd A6 3. Af3 Axed 4.0-0d55. b3 RdA66. Bel O-07.
Qxd5 416 8. Qb3

Black to move



58.

l.ed4e52. Qc4 QA6 3. Af3 Vxed 4. 0-0 d55. Ab3 2d6 6. Eel 0-O 7.
KRxd5 Q16 8. Rb3 (8. A c3 would have kept White in the game)
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Solution: e4! Suddenly the Knight has to move to a dangerous square. 9.
Qg5 (9. Vd4 Does not help White due to 9... Rxh2+ 10. f¥¥xh2 $xd4) 9...
Kxh2+! 10. ¥xh2 (10. ®fl Qg4 11. 13 exf3 12. gxf3 Qh5 Does not look
much better) 10... Dgd+ 11. ®gl &xg5 The White King is under attack and
when Black gets the rest of the pieces into the attack it will be over.



59.

Scandinavian Defense: Modern Variation

l.e4d52.exd5 A6 3. Qc3 Axd5 4. Axd5 €xd55.d4 Lc66. Qe3 QfS
7.c4 ¥a5+8. @d2 #b69. @c3 0-0-0

White to move



59.

1. e4 d5 2. exd5 Qf6 3. Qc3 Axd5 4. @xd5 €xd5 5. d4 Qc6 6. Qe3
Qf57. c4 €as5+8. 2d2 €b69. Rc3 0-0-0??

3

W

Solution: 10. ¢5! Traps the Queen! 10... Exd4 11. €xd4 (11. cxb6 Exdl+
12. Bxdl Do not help Black.) 11... @xd4 12. ¢xb6 @Qc6 13. bxa7 Dxa7 White
is a Rook up.



59.

Zukertort Opening: Tennison Gambit
1. 23 d52. ed dxed 3. A g5 Af6 4. d3 exd3 5. Rxd3

Black to move



59.

1. Q13 d5 2. e4 dxed 3. Qg5 Q16 4. d3 exd3 5. Rxd3

Solution: 5... @c6 or 6, RA7, and bd7 would all be fine here. (5... h62?
Walks into a trap! h6 is actually the most played move in this position on Lichess
(+23000 times). 6. Axf7! $4xf7 7. Qg6+ ¥xg6 8. xd8)



60.

Caro-Kann Defense
l.edc62. f4d53. exd5 cxd54. 23 @Ac65.d4 Qg 6. Ld3 Axd4

White to move



60.

1. e4 ¢6 2. 4 d5 3. exd5 cxd5 4. Qf3 Qc65.d4 Regd 6. RA3 @xd4?? (6...
Qxf3 Black is slightly better.)

Solution: 7. @xd4! Kxdl (7... 46 8. vxgd Axgd 9. Ab5+) 8. Kb5+
#d79. Rxd7+ ¥xd7 10. ¥ xd1 Now White is up a Knight.



ol.

Russian Game: Urusov Gambit

l.ede52. Af3 Af63. Qcd Qc54. Lxe50-05.13

Black to move



61.

1.e4 e52. Af3 Q16 3. Red KReS 4. Dxes 0-0 5. £322 (5. d4 Ponkratov, P.
- Ovodenko, I. (1-0, 2003).

Solution: 5... @xed! The opening to the King on f2 is deadly for White. 6.
fxed (6. d4 <ohd+ 7. 4 f1 (7. g3 Axg3 8. hxg3 $xhl+) 7... & 2#) 6... €hd+ 7

g3 (7. ¥e2 2+ 8. ¥d3 <dd+ 9. We2 foxed+ 10. ¥l gxe5) 7... €xed+ 8.
&e2 €xhl+



62.

Vienna Game: Stanley Variation- Meitner-Mieses Gambit

l.ede52. Qcd Ac63. Ac3 Re54. gl %16 5. AdS5 sexf2+
6. ¥udl

Black to move



62.

l.ede52. Red Qc63. Ae3 Re5 4. wgd &f6 5. AdS &xi2+
6. ¥dl

Solution: 6... ¥f8 Black needs to defend the unprotected g-pawn! (6... d62?
would allow the capture on g7. 7. $2xg7 h5 planning Lg4+ 8. h3 (8. ¥xh8
Taking straight away is not the best because of 8... R g4+ 9. @e2 O-0-0 +-) 8...
Qe69. 43 0-0-0 10. B fl1 gxfl+ 11. Rxfl & h6)



03.

Bishop's Opening: Calabrese Countergambit- Jaenisch Variation
l.ed4e52. Qcdf53.d3 fxed

White to move



63.

1. e4 e52. Rcd 15 3. d3 fxed??

Solution: 4. €¥h5+! Out of 491 games in the Lichess database only 46
players spotted #°h5+! (4. dxe4 is the most played move) 4... g6 (4... ¥4e7 5.
B xeS#)

5. €&xe5+ ¥e7 6. €xh8



64.

King's Gambit Declined: Panteldakis Countergambit
1. e4 e52. 415 3. exf5 €16 4. fxe5

Black to move



64.

1. e4 e5 2. f4 15 3. exfS €16 4. fxe5??

Solution: 4... €h4+ The King can now be chased! 5. ¥e2 (5. g3 sved+ 6.
%e2 %xhl) 5... &ed+ 6. W2 Q5+ (IF6... ®xe5 7. d4 &xf5+ 8. A3 White
is now actually better due to better development.) 7. d4 (7. $4g3 Qe7) T...
KRxd4+ 8. ®g3 QxesS+



05.

Sicilian Defense: Smith-Morra Gambit

l.e4c52.d4 cxd4 3. exd4 Ac6 4. el g6 5. @c3 Qh6 6. 2d3 Qg7 7.
KRd2

Black to move



65.

1. e4 ¢52. d4 cxd4 3. €xd4 Qc6 4. €e3 g6 5. D3 KRh6 6. ©d3 Rg7 7.
Rd2?? (7. f4 Khoroshev, N. - Yakubboev, N., (1/2-1/2, 2019).




Solution: 7... @b4! The Queen can no longer defend the fork on c2. 8. €13
Qxc2+9. ¥dl1 Axal



66.

Sicilian Defense: McDonnell Attack

l.edc52.f4d63. Af3 Ac64. Red g6 5.0-0 ReT7 6.5 Af6 7. fxgb
hxg6 8. 2 g5

Black to move



66.

1. e4 ¢5 2. 14 d6 3. Qf3 Qc6 4. Red g6 5. 0-0 Rg7 6. 5 (6. c3 Garcia
Ramon, R. - Hernandez Onna, R., 1-0, Las Palmas op, 1989) 6... @6 7. fxg6

hxg6 8. Ag5??

Solution: 8... d5!! This surprising move has only been played in 8 games out
of 159 where this position was on the board! The Black Queen comes to life and
Black will start a strong attack. (8... 4 e5 is also fine for Black but not as
powerful) 9. Kxd5 (9. e5 dxc4 10. exf6 Rxf6) 9... ¥d6 (9... @xd5 This is a



crazy line. 10. Axf7 Qd4+ 11. ¥hl Exh2+ 12. ¥¥xh2 gc7+ 13. g3 46 14.
Ah6 White is underdeveloped and with an exposed King.) 10. g3 Blocking the

capture on h2 10... @xd5 (10... Qg4 is also possible.) 11. exd5 Rd4+ 12. g2
fxd5+ 13. @3 Rh3+ 14, ¥h1 Qxf1 Black is winning.



67.

King's Gambit Accepted: Muzio Gambit- Wild Muzio Gambit

l.ede52. f4exfd 3. Af3 g54. Qcd gd 5. 0-0 gxf3 6. Exf3 &e7 7. d4
Qc6 8. Foxfd

Black to move



67.

1. ed e5 2. 14 exf4 3. Qf3 g5 4. Rcd g4 5. 0-0!? The Muzio Gambit. 5...
gxf3 6. &xf3 ge7 7. d4 Qc6 8. Lxf4
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Solution: 8...RQh6! Forcing exchanges is good for Black since White has
given a Knight for Quick development. 9. €&xf7+ (9. $¥xc7 d5! 10. &xeT7+
#rxe7 11. exd5 Rxcl 12. Excl @xd4 13. ¢3 QA5 Played in the game: Siemes,
R. - Lefebvre, A. (0-1), Black has a Knight for two pawns with a good position.)

9... @xf7 10. Rxf7+ &d8 11. YJxh6 Axh6 12. RhS Vxd4 13. B3 d6 Black
is better with a Knight for a pawn.




08.

Sicilian Defense: Delayed Alapin
l.edc52. Af3d63.c3 A6 4. Re2

Black to move



68.

l.ed4c52. Rf3d63.c3 Af64. Qe2

Solution: 4... g6 The mainline, but many moves are possible: @bd7, Rd7,
or Qc3. 4... Wxed? If this was your move you walked into a trap! 5. % ad+!
Picking up the Knight.



69.

Italian Game: Two Knights Defense- Fritz Variation
l.ede52 Af3 Ac63. Red A6 4. Qg5 dS5 5. exd5 2d4 6. d6 $xd6

White to move



69.

1.ed4 e52. B3 Vc63. Qed A6 4. Dg5 d5 5. exd5 Ad4 6. d6 €xd6

Solution: 7. Rxf7+ Now Black doesn't have any tactics. (1. @xf7? This
move runs into 7... $2c6 attacking the Bishop and looking at g2! 8. d3 (8. Rfl
Axc2+) (8. 0-0 Fxcd) 8... Fxg2) 7. d3 or 7. O-0 Also correct solutions.



70.

Russian Game: Stafford Gambit

l.ede52. Af3 QA6 3. Axe5 QVc64. Dxc6 dxc6 5. A3 Qcs
6. Acd Agd

White to move



70.
1. e4 e5 2. Qf3 QA6 3. Vxe5 Qc6 4. @xc6 dxc6 5. Ac3 RcS5 6. Rcd?!

Solution: 7. B f1! Best option in a tough position.

(7. O-0?? ¥h4! The King has moved into an ambush. 8. h3 A xf2 9. Hxf2
gxf2+ 10. $¥hl White has big problems to solve.) (7. %213 Second best option
Ae5 8. %h5 (8. Le2 ¥hd 9. g3 ¥h3) 8... ¥d4 9. Re2 &Lxf2+ 10. ¥dl) 7...
%16 (7... 4xh2?? 8. €¢h5) 8. &e2 Protecting f2. 8... Wxh2 9. €&h5! Axf1 (9...



Qd6 10. Bhl) 10. fxc5 If9... Rd6 it gets a bit complicated, but White is
slightly worse.



71.

Blackmar-Diemer Gambit: Gedult Gambit

l.e4d52.d4 dxed 3.3 216 4. Qg5 RIS 5. Ac3

Black to move



71.
1. e4 d5 2. d4 dxed 3. f3 QAf6 4. Qg5 RIF55. A3

also has been played in masters games (5... €6? this move walks into a trap 6.
fxed Qg6 (6... Lg4

7. Rxf6 $xf6 8. %wxgd) 7. €5 h6 8. Qh4 the traditional g5 move isn't
available due to the Bishop on g3)



72.

[talian Game: Two Knights Defense- Traxler Counterattack- Knight
Sacrifice Line

l.ede52. A3 Ac63. Qed A6 4. Qg5 Q5 5. AxfT Qx2+ 6. ffl
%e7 7. Axh8 d5 8. exd5 A d4

White to move



72.

1. e4 e5 2. Af3 Dc6 3. Red Af6 4. VgS Re5 5. Axf7 {xf2+ 6. Wil
&e7 7. Axh8 d5 8. exd5 Qd4

Solution: 9. d6! Avoiding KLg4 move and opening the protection of the f7-
square for the Knight in the corner. Another acceptable way to avoid the move is
with h3. (9. ¢3?? Qg4! Now the Queen will have to move away from defending
the King. 10. $2ad+ QA d7 11. $uxf2 (11. cxd4 €16) 11... hd+ 12. g3 (12. {1
O-0-0 Stockfish gives mate in 12 from here.) 12... €216+ 13. el 13 14. B fl
Fed+ 15. 2 0-0-0 16. cxd4 E 8+ 17. sugl gexdd+ 18. ¥g2 wed+ 19.
gl Hxfl+20. Qxfl #xad 21. Ac3 wdd+ 22, wg2 ed 23. Qe2 Qxe2 24.
Axe2 ¥d3 25. Af4 %13+ 26. ¥wh3 g5 27. @e6 h5 Malada, V. - D., Kenad, 0-



1, 2001) 9... €xd6 (9... Rg4 10. dxe7 Rxd1 11. $uxf2 White is winning.) 10.
a7



73.

Ruy Lopez: Berlin Defense
l.e4e52. Af3 Ac63. L5 A6 4. Rxc6 dxc6 5.d3 RS

White to move



73.

l.ed e52. Af3 Ac6 3. QbS5 QA6 4. Axc6 dxc6 5. d3 Qc5
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Solution: 6. ¥bd2, 0-0, h3, &e2, Re3, Rg5, A3 Are all playable. (6.
Axe5?? On Lichess this move is played about 18% of the time. 6... $d4! 7.
Qe3 xe5 8. d4 grxed 9. dxc5 ¥xg2)



74.

Sicilian Defense: Dragon Variation - Levenfish Variation
l.e4 ¢52. 43 d6 3. d4 cxd4 4. AAxd4 A6
5. 4¢3 g66. 14 Qg7 7. e5 dxe5 8. fxe5

Black to move



74.

1. e4 ¢5 2. Qf3 d6 3. d4 cxd4 4. @xd4 Q6 5. Qc3 g6 6. f4 Qg7 7. e5
dxe5 8. fxes

EAeW
A 4

€0
Adde

2 A
A

&)
2
A A A A

QWD

Solution: 8... @fd7 (8... 4d5?? This move is too optimistic and will be
punished by White! 9. Qb5+! 18 (9... Dc6 10. @xc6 bxco 11. QxC6HF now
the Rook drops) (9... Rd7 10. @xd5) 10. O-O White now has a Rook on the
King and better development. 10... Ac6 11. $13) (8... A g4 is better than 4d5,
but also runs into problems after. 9. Qb5+ @A c6 (9... A7 10. Lxgd) 10. A xc6
%xdl+ 11. @xdl Salinnikov, D. Y. - Olenin, N., 1/2-1/2, 1998) 9. e6 @Qe5 10.




exf7+ (10. Qb5+ Abc6) 10... ¥xf7 White is slightly better according to
Stockfish.



75.

Indian Game: Budapest Defense - Rubinstein Variation

1.d4 Q16 2. c4e53. dxe5 Agd 4. Q4 Aco
5. 43 Qb4+ 6. Abd2 we7 7. a3 A gxes

White to move



75.
1. d4 216 2. c4 e5 3. dxe5 Qg4 4. R4 Qc6 5. Af3 Rb4+ 6. Abd2 Fe7
7. a3 QgxeS
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Solution: 8. @xe5 (8. axb4?? QAd3# Would be a rough (and short) day at
the office for White.) (8. Qxe5 is also fine. 8... Qxd2+ 9. ¥xd2 4Axe5 10.
A xe5 gexes) 8... Axes5 9. €3



76.

Blackmar-Diemer Gambit: Gedult Gambit

1.d4 d5 2. e4 dxed 3. 3 exf3 4. xf3 ¥xd4 5. Ac3 A6 6. Qe3 bl 7.
0-0-0 Rg4

White to move



76.

1. d4 d5 2. e4 dxed 3. {3 exf3 4. ¥xf3 &xd4 5. Qc3 Q6 6. Re3 Lb4?!
(6... ¥ gd! Would be better played in the game: Kireev, S. - Kund, W., 1/2-1/2,

¥ | wd E
YTy

| 2

7 LY
A A A A

se 2.9

Solution: 8. @b5! Threatening checkmate on c7! @aé6 is the best try (8...
Qxf3 Taking the Queen is a no-go. 9. Axc7#) (8... ¥xb5 9. Rxb5+ and Black
can't win back the Queen. 9... c6 10. €14 cxb5 11. €c7 Abd7 12. Af3) 9.
&xb7! &ed 10. &xa6 Credit to you if you calculated this far! (10. $xed




Maybe the simplest way. 10... Qxe4 11. 413) 10... RKxd1 11. ¥xdl Ed8+
(11... ¥xe3 12. &c6+ Ad7 13. %xa8+) 12. RA2 B xd2+ Black can try this,

but the Black Queen can't keep checking the White King. 13. ¥xd2 ¥4+ 14.
we2 e6 and White have a winning position.



77.

French Defense: Advance Variation

l.ede62.d4d53.e5¢c54.c3cxd4 5. cxdd @bd+6. Ac3 Qe7 7. A3 O-
0 8. 2d3 Qbc6

White to move



77.

1. e4 €6 2. d4 d5 3. e5 ¢5 4. ¢3 cxd4 5. cxd4 Qb4+ 6. Qc3 Qe7 7. Af3 O-
0 8. 2d3 @bc6?? (8... h6 +-)

2 W

Solution: 9. R xh7+! Almost all French players have walked into this move
at some point. 9... ¥xh7 (9... %¥h8 10. Qc2 g6 11. Qg5 ¥c7 12. Qf6+ gl
13. €2d2 Jaroka, S. - Nagy, Z., 1-0, 1996) 10. Qg5+ g6 (10... g8 11. %h5
B e8 12. €xf7+ ¥wh8 13. h5+ g8 14. €oh7+ {8 White is having so much
fun here.) 11. h4! (11. $2d3 works as well) 5 12. h5+ ¥h6 13. @ xe6+ Now the
Queen drops!



78.

King's Knight Opening

l.ede52.Af3 Rd63.2c4 @h6 4.d4 Qc65.44¢3 0O-0 6.h4 ged 7. R xh6
gxh6 8.4 g5 ¥ g7 9.5 ¢4 ¥¢h8

White to move



78.

l.ed e52.2f3 Rd63.Rcd4 @h6 4.d4 Q6 5.2c¢3 0-0O 6.h4 ¥e8 7.2xh6
gxh6 8. Qg5 ¥g7 9.4 g4 ¥h8 (Haufiku, T. - Ambade, R. S., 2014)

CO)

Solution: 10.€15! Setting up a mating net. hxg5 11.hxg5 h5 12. & xh5+
W7 13.%h7#



79.

Caro-Kann Defense

l.edc62. 2c3d53.exd5cxd54.d4 Qc65. @b5 @d7 6. @xd5 e6 7.
&e2

Black to move



79.

1. ed4 ¢6 2. Qc3 d5 3. exd5 cxd5 4. d4 Qc6 5. Qb5 2d7 6. @xd5 e6 7.
%e2?? (7. Ac3))

Solution: 7... @xd4! 8. {xd7+ (8. «d3 QAxb5 and Black is up a piece
KLxb5 also works.) 8... €xd7 White can't move the Queen and protect the
Knight in the same move.



80.

Ruy Lopez: Berlin Defense- Beverwijk Variation
l.ede52. Af3 4c63. b5 Qc54.0-0 Af6
5. Hel O-0 6. Rxc6 dxc6 7. Axe5 Hel 8. 44d3

Black to move



80.

1.ed4 e52. A3 Qc6 3. Ab5 Qc54. 0-0 Q16 5. el 0-0 6. Axc6 dxc6
7. BxeS He8 8. Ad3?? (8. A3 was the better way back)

E oW
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Solution: 8... Rg4! The f-pawn really would like to help, but it is tied down
by the Bishop on c5. 9. Ee2 Now Black has several ways to continue and win
the game. 9... Rxe2 10. ¥xe2 Axed

- .




81.

Scotch Game: Haxo Gambit

l.ede52. 2f3 Q2c63. Qcd Qc54.d4 exd4 5. 0-O d6 6. c3 dxc3 7. A xc3
Qgd 8. Qxf7+ ¥xf79. A g5+

Black to move



81.

1. e4 e5 2. A3 Vc6 3. Red RS 4. d4 exd4 5. 0-O d6 6. ¢3 dxe3 7.
Axc3 Rg4 8. AXFT+ Wxf7 9. Qg5+?

Solution: 9... €xg5! Black now wins a piece! (9... ¥7e¢8??
10. %xg4) 10. Rxg5 {xd1 11. Eaxdl



82.

Queen's Pawn Game: Mason Variation

1.d4d52. Rf4 2163.e3e64. f3c55. Ac3 RdA6 6. Rg3 O-0
7. 4 bS

Black to move



82.

1.d4 d52. Rf4 Q6 3. e3 e6 4. Af3 ¢55. Ac3 Rd6 6. Rg3 0-0 7. AbS

Solution: 7... Rxg3 This is the Stockfish move ev. -0.9. (7... $%a5+?? This
time a5+ actually loses a piece! 8. b4! €xbd+ (8... cxb4 9. 4 xd6) 9. c3 a5
10. Rxd6) 8. hxg3

If7... Aed 8. Axd6 Axd6 9. dxc5 White is slightly better.



83.

Ruy Lopez
l.ede52. Af3 Ac63. RS &f64.d3 Re55. Qg5 ¥gh 6.hd h6 7. h5

Black to move



83.

1.e4 e52. Af3 Vc6 3. Ab5 &6 4.d3 c55. Qg5 #g6 6. h4 h6 7. h5??
(7. Re3)

Solution: 7... hxg5! Black can regain the Queen with interest. 8. hxg6
Exh1+9. ¥e2 Exdl 10. ¥xd1



84.

Van't Kruijs Opening
1.e3g62.23 Rg73. Qg2 Ac64. Ac3b65.b3 L7 6. b2 A6 7. el

Black to move



84.

1.e3g62.83 R73. 382 Vc6 4. Ac3 b6 5.b3 Rb7 6. b2 A6 7. Swe2
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Solution: 7... @d4! Only spotted 2% of the time on Lichess. 8. $d3 White
will lose material in all variations. (8. €fl Qxc2+ 9. ®dl Rxg2 10. &xg2
QAxal) 8... Rxg2 9. exd4 K{xhl 10. f3 h5 11. &fl d5 12. Qge2 Kxf3 13.
&xf3 Black is up 2 pawns and the exchange!



835.

Russian Game: Modern Attack

l.ede52. Q3 216 3. d4 exd4 4. e5 ¥e7 5. Qcd d5 6. O-0O dxc4 7. exf6
#xf6 8. Hel+ Qe69. Axd4 Qc5

White to move



8S.

1. e4 e5 2. Qf3 Q16 3. d4 exd4 4. e5 €e7 5. Rcd d5 6. O-O dxc4 7. exf6
#xf6 8. Eel+ Re6 9. Axd4 R¢52? (9... Qb ev. 0.0 Stockfish.)

Solution: 10. Hxe6+! (10. @xe6? RQxf2+) 10... fxe6 11. ¥h5+ The Bishop
will drop. 11... €g6 12. &xc5



86.

Four Knights Game: Spanish Variation, Rubinstein Countergambit

l.ede52. Af3 Ac63. A3 D6 4. RLbS A@d45. Qa4 Re56.0-0 0-07.
Axe5 d6 8. 4d3

Black to move



86.

l.ed e52. Af3 Vc63.Qc3 Af64. bS5 Vd4 5. Rad Rc56.0-0 0-0 7.
Axe5 d6 8. Ad3 (8. A3 Sanchez, J. - Dervishi, E., 2004, 1-0)

Solution: 8... Rg4! 9. &el A3+ 10. gxf3 K{xf3 11. AxcS Vg4 White is
lost after the Queen enters on h4.



3. The Hard Ones!



87.

Englund Gambit

1.d4 e52. dxe5 Ac6 3. Af3 ve7 4. RS wbd+ 5. Ac3 Exb2 6. Rd2
Qb4 7. Qd4 c5

White to move



87.

1. d4 e5 2. dxe5 @c6 3. Af3 &e7 4. Qg5 ®bd+ 5. Ac3 ¥xb2 6. Rd2
Qb4 7. Qd4 c52? (7... Qa6 is the best, but Black is already having a bad day.)
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Solution: 8. Eb1! (8. Qcb5 Fails because of 8... cxd4) (8. @ db5 and Black
can win the Queen. 8... Axc2+ 9. ¥xc2 ¥xc2) 8... &a3 (8... Lxbl 9. gxbl)
9. @db5 a5 10. a3 Bc6 (10... a6 11. axb4 cxb4 12. Fal b6 13. 4d5) 11.
Ad5 a4 12. @bc7+ ¥d8 13. Dxa8 Extra credit if you saw this far.




88.

Slav Defense: Modern, Chameleon Variation

1.d4d52.c4c63. QLc3 Lf64. 2f3a65.e3 Qf56. b3 b5 7. cxd5 cxd5
8.a4 b4 9. ¥&xb4d Ac6 10. &b7

Black to move



88.

1.d4 d52. ¢4 ¢63. Qc3 QA6 4. 2f3 26 5. €3 RS 6. b3 b5 7. cxd5 cxd5
8. a4 b4 9. €xb4 Qc6 10. &b7?? (10. w5 Gives the best results for White
according to the database.)

Solution: 10... @a5! The White Queen is in danger!

(10... Eb8?? 11. fxc6+) (10... RA7? 11. ¥b3 The Queen escapes.) 11.
*b4d



(11. b5+ This move does not solve the problem. 11... axb5 12. €xb5+
Qd7 13. €2d3 4b3 14. Ebl) 11... 5!



89.

Sicilian Defense: Normal Line, 5.Nc3

l.e4c52. Af3e63.d4 cxdd 4. Axd4 416 5. Ac3 Re56. Re3 b6 7.
Qad sbd+

White to move



89.

1. e4 ¢5 2. QAf3 €6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Axd4 QAf6 5. Ac3 Re5 6. Re3 who 7.
Qad &bd+?? (7... €¢a5+ The correct move here. 8. Qc3)

Solution: 8. ¢3! €a5 9. @xc5! (9. b4?! Not as strong and Black still has a
chance. 9... @xb4 10. cxb4 gxbd+ 11. e2 Axed) 9... ¥xc5 10. @bS Black
is behind in development and will lose material. (10. Qxe6 is also playable.)
10... ¥c6 (10... we7 11. QAcT+) 11. e5 Qed 12. fgd g6 13. Eoxed Exed 14.
Ade6+



90.

Sicilian Defense: Kveinis Variation

l.edc52. Af3e63.d4 cxd4d 4. @xd4 b6 5. Ac3a66. Qe2 Qc57. el
% xb2

White to move



90.

1. e4 ¢5 2. Qf3 e6 3. d4 cxd4 4. @xd4 €b6 5. @c3 a6 6. Re2 K5 7.
Re3 &xb2?? (7... %c7 Played in the game Llaneza V., M. - Zeng, C., 0-1,
2014)

Solution: 8. @ad! Forking the Queen and Bishop. 8... €b4+ 9. ¢3 ¥ a5 10.
Qxc5 &xcsS 11. @bS &c6 12. Ad6+ Black is way behind in development for
Jjust one pawn. 12... %e7 13. €d4 (13. e5 Also an option for White.) 13... €xd6
(13... 18 14. 0-0) 14. &xg7!



91.

Queen's Gambit Declined: Marshall Gambit

1.d4d52.c4e63. 2c3co6H4.eddxed 5. Axed Qb4+ 6. 2d2 xd4 7.
axb4d #xed+ 8. Qe2 La69. Qa5 b6 10. d6 QLe7

White to move



91.

1. d4 d5 2. c4 €6 3. Qc3 6 4. e4 dxed 5. Axed Kb+ 6. A2 &xd4 7.
KRxb4 &xed+ 8. Qe2 Qa6 9. RasS b6 10. &d6 Qe7 (10... Rd7 Van Wely, L.
- Shirov, A., 0-1, 2002)

Solution: 11. O-0-O! Besides being played 32 times on Lichess this
position has also happened in 2 master’s games. Black actually managed to win
one of them from this position. 11... O-O (11... f6 12. €¢d8+ {7 13. ¥ xh8
Elsness, F. - Argandona Riveiro, 1., 1-0, 2011) 12. €xe7 bxa5



(12... €14+ 13. @d2 &xf2 14. @c3 &f4+ 15. Wbl e5 16. @xe5 Qf5+ 17.
al %ed 18. QA6 c2 19. ¥e3 Hfd8 20. Af3 ¢5 21. a3 He8 22. Qe5
B ad8 23. Rd3?? (23. Qh5 g6 24. <¢g5 White have a winning attack.) 23...
A xd3 Nezad, H. - Tscharotschkin, M., 2014, 0-1) 13. Ed8 Rb7 14. & xf8#



92.

King's Gambit: Falkbeer Countergambit

l.ede52.f4d53. Af3 dxed 4. @xe5 Qc55. Ac3 A6 6. e2 Qcb 7.
Axf7 ge7 8. Axh8 2d4 9. &dl

Black to move

92.

1.e4 e5 2.f4 d5 3. Qf3 dxed 4. @xe5 Qc5 5. Qc3 QA6 6. Te2 Qc6 7.
Qxf7 €e7 8. Axh8 Vd4 9. dl



Solution: 9...213+! 10. gxf3 exf3+ 11. RQe2 2+! 12. ®f1 Qh3# From the
game Alfred K. Ettlinger vs. David Janowski, New York, 1898.



93.

Sicilian Defense: Open

l.edc52. A3 Ac63.d4cxd4 4. Axdd @6 5. A3 a66. Re2d6 7. 2 g5
€68.0-0 Re79.4

Black to move



93.

Sicilian Defense: Open

l.e4c52. Af3 Ac63.d4cxd4 4. Axd4 L6 5. Ac3a66. 2e2d67. 2 g5
€68.0-0 Re79.4

Black to move






93.

1. e4 ¢5 2. Q3 Dc6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Bxd4 A6 5. Vc3 a6 6. Re2 d6 7.
Rg5¢68.0-0 Re79. f4

Solution: 9..€b6! There is no way to add extra protection to the Knight (9...
O-O Fishbein, A. - Sokolov, A., 1/2-1/2, 1990, If you solved it remember to give
yourself some credit.) 10. e5 @ xd4 11. ¥h1 @d5 and Black is up a Knight. The
starting position of the puzzle has been reached 651 times on Lichess and only
156 times was b6 found.



94.

Sicilian Defense: Alapin Variation

1.e4c52.c3e63.d4 cxd4 4. cxd4 d5 5. exd5 €xd5 6. Lc3 Qb4
7. 213 216 8. @d3 QLed 9. @d2 @xc3 10. bxc3 Lc6

White to move



94.

1. e4 ¢5 2. ¢3 €6 3. d4 cxd4 4. cxd4 d5 5. exd5 €xd5 6. @c3 Rbd 7. A3
Q16 8. RA3 Qed4 9. RA2 Kxc3 10. bxe3 Qc6?? Taking away the square from
the Queen.

Solution: 11. c4! &fS 12. €e2! Now the Knight is lost or the Queen.

(12. €2c2? Axd4! 13. gedl Ax3+ 14. gxf3 AxR2! 15. €ad+ (15. fx2
%xd3) 15... b5 16. Qxf5 bxa4 17. ¥ xf2 We are about equal here!) 12... @xd2
13. Rxf5 A xf3+ 14. gx{3






95.

Scandinavian Defense: Main Line

1.e4d52. exd5 &xd53. Dc3 wa54. A3 AF65.d4 Qc66. Ad3 Qga 7.
2 d2 @xd4

White to move



9s.

1. e4 d5 2. exd5 #xd5 3. Dc3 a5 4. A3 A6 5. d4 Bc6 6. A3 R g4
7. Rd2 @xd4? (7... 0-0-0O Gives an equal game.)
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Solution: 8. @bS! White attacks the Queen and Knight. Only spotted in 27
out of 182 games on Lichess. 8... Rx{3 (8... Axf3+9. gxf3 @xf3 10. &xf3 and
White is up a piece with better development.) (8... ¥b6 Fleeing with the Queen
also fails due to 9. Abxd4 €5 10. ¥e2 O-0-0 11. Q5+ Qx5 12. Axf5 White
is up again.) 9. Kxas5 Rxd1 10. Axc7+ forking the King and Rook 10... ¥d7




11. Exdl (11. @xa8? @xc2) 11... b6 12. @xa8 bxa5 13. b5+ ¥d6 14.
B xd4+ White is winning.



96.

Sicilian Defense: Four Knights Variation

l.edc52. Q2f3e63.d4cxd4 4. Axd4 L6 5. Qc3 QAc6 6. 13 Qbd 7. a3
& as

White to move



96.

1. ed4 ¢52. QAf3 6 3. d4 cxd4 4. @xd4 Q16 5. Qc3 Qc6 6. f3 Qb4 7. a3
& als?

Solution: 8. axb4!! Only found in 8 out of 92 games on Lichess. Some of

them who found the move have sadly gotten their accounts deleted due to
cheating. 8... €xal 9. @b3! The idea behind axb4 trapping the Queen.



97.

Queen's Gambit Declined: Albin Countergambit

1.d4 d52.c4e53.dxe5d4 4. e3 @bd+ 5. @d2 dxe3

White to move



97.

1. d4 d5 2. c4 e5 3. dxe5 d4 4. e3?! (4. A3 the mainline) 4... Kbd+ 5.
KRd2 dxe3

Solution: 6. fxe3! (6. R xb4?? This blunder has been committed more than
6000 times on Lichess and is called the Lasker trap! 6... exf2+ 7. $4e2
fxgl=4+!! 8. ¥el (8. Exgl Qgd+) 8... ¥h4+ 9. g3 (9. ¥d2 Ac6 (9... QLgd
Pavlov, B. S. -Wilton, G., 0-1, 1973)) 9... €¢ed4+ 10. ¥42 gexhl)



(6. wad+? Ac6 7. Rxb4 (7. fxe3 hd+ Black is still attacking the White
King.) 7... $¢h4! Now White is under some real pressure from the Queen and
pawn. 8. g3 exf2+ 9. ¥xf2 ¢ d4+ 10. el (10. g2 ¥xb2+ 11. Re2 Exal)
10... €ved+ 11. 12 <oxhl) 6... hd+ 7. g3 Kwed 8. {3 White is still in the
game (Shumiakina, Tatiana - Raetsky, A., 0-1, 1995).



98.

[talian Game: Two Knights Defense - Traxler Counterattack - Knight
Sacrifice Line

l.ede52. A3 Ac63. Qed A6 4. Ag5 Re5 5. Axf7 Qx2+ 6. ¥xf2
Axed+ 7. Wel &hd 8. &3 Ad4

White to move



98.

1. ed e5 2. Af3 Qc6 3. Red Af6 4. AgS RS 5. AxfT {xf2+ 6. Wxf2
Axed+ 7. gl ®hd 8. w3 Ad4

Solution: 9. €e3! The only move! (9. <f1? B 8! 10. @c3 Qg5 and Black
are going to pick up the Knight 11. d3 2xf7) (9. 2d6+?? 4xd6) (9. <dl
% 02#) (9. #d3 @ 2#)9... Axc2 10. &e2 B8 The game is a mess, but equal.
(10... @d4 11. swe3 A2 12. &e2 draw.)



99.

Center Game: Kieseritzky Variation

l.e4e52.d4exdd 3. Af3 Rc54. Axdd A6 5. Rg50-06. Red el 7.
Qc3 h6

White to move



99.

1. e4 €5 2. d4 exd4 3. Af3 Qec5 4. Axd4 216 5. RES5 0-0 6. Ked Hel
(6...d5") 7. @3 h6?? (7... d5 Again this move is best for Black.)

Solution: 8. Rxf7+! Only spotted in 1 game out of 86 games. The game is
no longer in the database, so maybe it was a cheater? So well done, if you found

this one! (8. Rh4 g5 9. Qg3 Axed) 8... ¥xf7 (8... ¥h8 9. Qxel) 9. KRxf6
€ xf6 10. €h5+ ®f8 11. ¥xc5+



100.

Scotch Game: Classical Variation

l.e4e52. Af3 Ac6 3. d4 exdd 4. Axd4 Qc55. Qe3 %6 6. c3 AgeT 7.
Qe2d58. 2f3 dxed 9. @xe4 O-0O

White to move



100.
1. ed4 e52. Q3 Qc6 3. d4 exd4 4. Axd4 Rc55. Re3 ¥f6 6. c3 QgeT 7.

Re2 d5 8. {3 dxed 9. Rxed 0-0?? (9... @xd4 Kertesz, F. - Nagy, K., 0-1,
1993)

A 44 A

Solution: 10. &€hS! Threatening mate and the Bishop on c5. (10. O-O By
far the most played move in this position.) 10... Rf5 Blocking with the Knight
does not save Black. (10... Rd6 11. @xh7+ ¥¥h8 12. Q g6+ % g8 13. &wh7#) 11.
QxS RxF5 (11... @xe3 12. ReT+ Axe7 13. %xh7#) 12. Kxf5 g6 13. Rxgb
hxg6 14. €xc5



I hope you enjoyed this ebook. Remember to check out 'Blindfold Endgame
Visualization'in the Amazon store if you have not yet solved it.

/Martin B. Justesen
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