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Introduction to 1...%c6: Strategic Themes and History 17

A risky and ambitious at-
tempt to batter White’s centre
into submission.

9 5

Now Black overruns the
board. White must gambit him-
self here with 9 Rc4! fxed 10
0-0 exf3 11 L.xe6 fxg2 12 Hel.

9 .. De7
10 a3 Las
11 £c4 2d5
12 Wad+ c6
13 £d3 Wh6

Threatening an immediate

win with ..2b3, netting the
White queen.
14 Lc2

Wa6

Now with a new threat of
...bS, winning White’s queen.
15  2d1?
After this White is smashed.
15 b4! Wcd4 16 b2 was the last

chance.
15 .. Kcd
16 f4 0-0-0
17 fe3 oHds
18 £d2 ANb6
19 We2 Exd4
20 ZEcl £d3

AT

21  ¥h3

Winning a piece. The rest is

agony.
22 32 Dxd2
23 Wxe6+ b8
24 213 Wb6
25 &g3 HuB
26 gxf3 Lcd
27 WxfS 8xc3
28  bxc3 Bd2

29 Wh3 g6
30 <&h4  hé

31 Wgd ¥R+
32 Wgld g5+
33 <gd4 h5+
34 f5 £d3+
35 Deb Wb6
36 WxgS o5+
37 &f7 Lcd+
38 <&g7  EHg8+
0-1

After 39 &h7 Ed7+ 40 Wg7
Edxg7 we have, as a contempo-
rary note put it, ‘A very pro-
nounced case of checkmate in-
deed.’

For our detailed analysis of
this variation see page 124.
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20 Introduction to 1...%c6: Strategic Themes and History

17 &f1 Wxh4. In this case it
would certainly be Black who
would be justified in playing for
a win. However, Nimzowitsch
had observed a variation of
truly shattering beauty.

Wgs?!

16 Wh3

It was still possible to steer
for an ending which promised a
good possibility of victory
(16..¥xh3 17 Hxh3 HxeS 18
£f4 HDef3+). With the text
Nimzowitsch subordinates his
desire for the accumulation of
points to his desire for the crea-
tion of beauty.

17 RKe3?

This is a plausible move
which, however, loses spec-
tacularly. The line conceived by
Nimzowitsch ran as follows: 17
Wh8+ &d7 18 Wxa8 Wgl+ 19
Ld2 Wxf2+ 20 c3 (see fol-
lowing diagram) and now both
20..%f3 and the amazing
20...5b3 force a black win.

White’s best is 17 &d3!,
when Black should play quietly
with 17...0-0-0! when his pros-

pects are still not bad. He is
ahead in development with two
pawns for a piece and with
White somewhat tied up.

//
/m’// //f/
s ///g/ﬁ/@/, -

2/:&//% .

\\\\

17 . Wgl+
18 Wl
Or 18 ©d2 Wxal 19 Wh8+
&d7 20 Wxa8 Wxb2! winning.

18 .. D3+

19 <Pe2 Hfda+

20 2d2 D3+

21 de2 Dedd+
No draw.

22 2d3?
The losing error. It was es-

sential to eliminate one of the
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knights with the capture 22
£xd4. Admittedly the con-
tinuation 22..2xd4+ 23 &d3
Wg5 24 xd4 Wxf4+ 25 &d3
c5 is unpleasant for White, but
it was obligatory to continue
thus if White wanted to resist.

Now that Black has com-
pleted his development White is
helpless. This position should
be preserved for the benefit of
posterity.

25 b3 bS

26 &Hxb5 Wed+

27 <£c3 Wxc2+

28 <b4 c5+
0-1

Again Ducking the Challenge

What to do if White side-steps
the challenge with 2 &f3, hop-
ing for 2...e5 3 £bS with a con-
ventional Ruy Lopez? In chap-
ter three we propose Tony
Miles’s favourite 2...d6. Nim-
zowitsch tried something play-

able, but riskier, in another
game against the highly inven-
tive Austrian grandmaster Ru-
dolf Spielmann.

Game 6
Spielmann-Nimzowitsch
New York 1927

1 e4 AN
2 5f3 €6

3 d4 ds

4 €5

Transposing to a version of
the French Defence where
Black will experience problems
in undermining White’s centre
by means of ...cS.

4 .. b6

‘Since Black cannot make
any progress without ..c5 I
would try here 4..%a5!? and
only after 5 ¢3 would I continue
with 5...b6° (Alekhine).

5 3 &ce7!?

The start of a rather artificial
manoeuvre designed to seize
control of the f5-square. Black
seems to have abandoned all
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24 Introduction to 1...%)c6: Strategic Themes and History

24 WgT+
25 af7
26 <dl

fe7
Bh2+
&7

The base of White’s pawn-
chain falls in a highly unex-

pected manner.
27 Lf4
28 Wh7
29 Eg8
30 Wh8
31 Rg6
32 Whi

Hxb2
&b6
We7
Dds
Hg2

Once White is compelled to
retreat the end is in sight.

32

Hxg6

Over the next few moves
Black cashes in his material
plus in return for a decisive ini-

tiative.
33 Hxg6
34 Hg7
35 Whs
36 Pel
37 Wxc8
38 Qg3

b4

We6

Wad+
AT
$ha+

Or 38 Hg3 ¥c2 with annihi-

lating effect.
38 .
39  @xh4

Hxg7

This re-establishes material
equality.
39 . We2!
Avoiding the trap 39..Egl+
40 22 Hxal 41 £d8+! Hxd8
42 Wxd8+ when White secures
perpetual check.

40 L£d8+ Dxd8

// .

@

41 Wb8+ 0-1

In this case 41 Wxd8+ &b7 is
quite hopeless. Black threatens
mate and the rook, while the g7-
rook defends the black king
from the checks.

Those notes to this game
mentioned as stemming from
Alekhine we have translated
from his tournament book, in
German, of New York, 1927.
Exciting stuff, but we cannot
honestly recommend readers to
play this riskily as Black. For
our recommendation against 2
&3 see chapter three.

The Main Test

Also testing for Black are lines
based on &3 particularly, if
Black insists on playing ...d5.
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Game 7
Brinckmann-Nimzowitsch
Niendorf 1927
(Notes based on those by Reti)

1 ed AN
2 &3
In an absolute sense, this
move is hardly a very strong
one as Black can, with 2...e5,
bring about the innocuous Vi-
enna Game. Relatively, how-
ever, i.e. against Nimzowitsch,
the move does have this advan-
tage over an immediate 2 d4,
that Black being anxious to play
...d5 plays the preparatory move
2..e6 whereupon his queen’s
bishop can no longer develop at
fs.
2 . e6
3 d4 ds
Also worth considering is
3...8b4 as Nimzowitsch played
in two games against Maroczy:
4 Re3 Dge7 5 Wga 0-0 6 Wha
f5 7 £3 dS 8 e5 Ha5 9 a3 Lxc3+
10 bxc3 We8 11 Hh3 Hc4, Ma-
roczy-Nimzowitsch, Karlsbad
1923 or 4 Hf3 d6 5 L4 Dge7
6 2e2 2xc3+ 7 bxc3 0-0 8 0-0
Dg6 9 Le3 We7 10 Eel 247
11 Wcl b6 12 d2 e5 Maroczy-
Nimzowitsch, San Remo 1930.
There is plenty of scope for
originality in this line.
4 €5
This move can be made here
with less hesitation than in the
analogous variations of the
French Defence, as Black can-
not clean up White’s centre

with ...cS so easily, on account
of the knight at c6.

4 .. Dge?
5 o3 b6
6 HDe2

White wants to have the pos-
sibility of consolidating his
centre with c3, but thereby
makes possible for his opponent
the following strong move,
which eventually leads to the
exchange of Black’s inactive
queen’s bishop for White’s
king’s bishop, which has much

more scope.
6 .. La6
7 Hgd  2xfl
8 &xfl

White has plans for attack,
and therefore does not want to
go back with his knight.

8 .. hS!

Such manoeuvres are some-
what startling, and yet they are
excellent, and aim at the domi-
nation of light squares. First
there is a threat of ...h4; com-
bined with an impregnable
knight position on f5. We shall



ﬁ%

7

4 7
e 5% o .77
RGN B
Ny




a % ﬁ/ﬁ@s..

/&%té Ms%
AWa/ A\

NP AW /
8 .
SRR
NN ,///z/ N

Ai@
/ /@/
=
y/ ,




/ /AAAK_ 31l ) .I/ / ,ﬁw-.
//M@/% Mﬂ%///m G

///
///

w,m.//w..mw-. &e///.l///yﬂ

/ //m% s
/// // /// /LMM//@MNM

/.I/ﬁ_/ // //ﬁ_ 1]

/Ai@
/ w// /ﬁ/
/M%//ﬂ// /
ﬁﬂ%//ﬁ%

// ///.I/w-_
/ ol
/ - //

/ﬁ/










«& T\
I M.%M
M/ 1 /
,,,// o mf/
E/V/ /ﬁ:—.

//
7
//

/

EIATM/_ ] /W_-_
.\We% ///ﬁ_/
RN
3 ../4

////&Ai//,//@%
/t/z/b?

/£ <
//
//
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47 Ef1
Or 47 Egl Ye2 and White
has no checks (Nimzowitsch).

48 <&hi e4

’%"/é /y.,@ /,//.//

7,

,

Aam =

The only danger Black has to
avoid is an accidental stalemate.
White’s advance of the a-pawn
is an attempt to generate this
accident.

49 Hgl fs

50 a4 &xh6

51 a$ g5

52 Ebl f3

53  Wh2 2
0-1

In spite of Nimzowitsch’s
impressive victory in this game,
this is another line which is ob-
jectively dubious for Black. For
this reason, our main chapter on
1 e4 &c6 2 d4, concentrates on
2...e5 as Black’s major reply.

A further idea, involving a
gambit, also makes surrender of
the centre with 3..dxe4 seem
less than attractive.

Game 9
Milner-Barry - Mieses
Margate 1935

1 e4 6
2 d4 ds

3 &Hc3 dxed
4 ds Des

5 f3
An adventurous gambit alter-
native to 5 £f4. Also possible
is 5 Wdd4.
-5 . exf3
Black demonstrates excessive
confidence in his ability to de-

fend the resulting position.
More circumspect and better
would have been 5...e3, refusing

the poisoned chalice.
6 Dxf3 Dxf3+

7 Wxf3 56

8 A4f4 a6
The threat was now 9 &bS.

9 h3 g6

If 9..8f5, then 10 f£xc7
Wxc7 11 WxfS regains the
pawn, though this could hardly
have been worse than the text.

10 g4 Lg7
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36 Introduction to 1...9)c6: Strategic Themes and History

rapidly loses several pawns.

20 Wed WxeS
21  Hcel wf6
22 a4 eS

23 AcS Wdé
24 b4 a4
25 Wel Haf8
26 &d3

Elegant to the last.
27  gxf3 Exf3
28 WxeS5 Wg6+
29 &hi
29 &h2 Wxd3 is equally
hopeless for him.
29 .. Hxh3+
0-1

A beautiful example of the
dynamic counterplay and very
swift imbalance Black can gen-
erate with this defence.

Game 11
Kasparov-Smyslov
Vilnius Ct 1984
1 d4 AN

2 o3 ds
3 c4 Lg4

4 cxd5 Lxf3
5 gxf3  Wxds
6 e3 es

In the main body of the text
(see page 120) we prefer 6...e6
which preserves Black’s second

bishop.
7 &c3 L2b4
8 4£d2 Lxc3
9 bxc3 Wdeé

The whole point of playing
this defence against Kasparov
was to unsettle him with some-
thing unusual. In that sense this
move is consistent. In the or-
thodox lines of the Chigorin
Black normally plays 9...exd4
10 cxd4 and then ...%ge7 or
..&)f6. The text plans to side-
step an exchange of queens
based on Wb3.

10 Eb1 b6
11 f4
A radical way of clarifying
the central tension.

11 .. exf4
12 o4 Dge7
13 ¥f 0-0
14 Q2xf4 Wa3
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34 Exe3 dS is dangerous after
35 c4.
30 .. Exc3!
After this blow, which White
must have underestimated, the
black attack assumes decisive

proportions.
31 Hxd7 Exg3
32 h3 Was!

The immediate point is that
32 hxg4 fails to 32..Eh3+ 34
&gl fxd4+. However, White
believes that he has seen a flaw
in Black’s plan.

33 &3
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33 . Wxf3!
This is a neat concluding tac-
tic from Miles. White’s next is
forced in order to cover the
gl-square, as 31 gxf3 Hgl is
checkmate.
34  fcd+
Vacating the back rank with

tempo. White sacrifices his
bishop to defend g1.
34 .. Hxcd
35 gxf3 Hxh3+
36 <&g2 Eh2+

The point. Black regains the

led@c62dd4e5 57

queen with two extra pieces.
His last remaining task is to
assuage White’s fury, as he
doubles his rooks on the 7th
rank.

37 &gl

Exd2

38 Hee7
White is desperately trying
for a trick based on his doubled
rooks on the seventh rank. This
is a forlom hope but 38 &xg4
Hc7 is also completely pros-

pectless.

38 . &Dh6
39 Exg7+ <f8
40 Eh7 Hcc2
41 Eh8+ &g8
42 g4 Bg2+
43 &f5s  Bg7
44 HExd6 Ec6

0-1
A brilliant game, again re-
vealing the hitherto undiscov-
ered energy inherent in the un-
usual positions that develop
from this uncharted variation.

The plan with ...e5 is not a
modern invention, as the fol-



58 1e4@c62d4es
lowing game shows.
Game 19

Tarve-Keres
Tallinn 1969

1 ed AN
2 d4 es

3 dxes HxeS
4 &Of3 W6
5 fe2

After 5 Dxe5 WxeS5 the posi-
tion has become slightly simpli-
fied but Black must be careful
that his queen does not provide
too much of a target for the

white pieces. Play can continue
6 £.d3 and now:

a) 6..58c5 7 We2 d6 8 &c3
f6 9 £.d2 Dga led to complex
play in Planinc-Lutikov, Skopje
1969: 10 f4 We7 11 0-0-0 HHf2
12 §d5 Wd8 13 Bdfl Hxhl 14
£.c3 &f8 (this is a strange move

but if 14..0-0, then 15 WhS
yields what looks like a danger-
ous attack) 15 f5 c6 16 f6 g6 17
DeT D2 18 Hxf2 £xf2 19
Wxf2 £e6 and White proved to

have insufficient compensation
for the material sacrificed,
Planinc-Lutikov, Skopje 1969.

b) 6...2bd+ 7 Dd2 &f6 8 0-0
d6 9 Dcd We7 10 c3 Lc5 11 b4
£b6 12 a4 (this time Planinc
has developed much more
smoothly and Black has trouble
co-ordinating  his forces)
12..8.g4 13 Wel c6 14 £.g5 h6
15 £h4 £c7 16 f4 g5 (a rather
desperate measure, but the
threat of €S was hard to counter)
17 fxg5S hxg5 18 £xg5 dS 19
exd5 £xh2+ 20 £f2 (White’s
pressure on the e- and f-files is
so great that the disturbance of
his king does not prove to be a
problem) 20...2e6

21 &e2 (it is highly unusual
for a king to walk directly into
the path of a discovered check
but once it relocates to the
queen’s wing the pin against f6
will be decisive) 21..2f5+ 22
&d1 £xd3 23 £xf6 Wxel+ 24
Bxel+ &f8 25 £xh8 Lxc4 26
Ehl £b3+ 27 &cl £d6 28 £f6
Le8 29 Eh8+ A8 30 £g7 1-0
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60 1e4%c62d4e5

Every time White exchanges
pieces he is helping Black to
improve his position. Here he
opens the a-file for the black
rook to come into the game. It
was better to sit tight with 18
Hfel.

18 .. axb6
19 Hel Ba5s!

This is very instructive play.
Keres maximises the activity of
his rook by keeping an eye on
the white a-pawn while simul-
taneously threatening to switch
to the kingside. In contrast
19..Hae8 20 exf5 fxf5 21
Dxf5 Bxf5 22 Hfel simplifies
the position and leaves White
with fewer problems to solve.

/’y ./

25}

8¢
x » ’.
B

%
:

/4%
7,

20 &ds

This works out badly, but
White’s position was already
very difficult, e.g. 20 a3 fxe4 21
fxe4 Hg5+ 22 &hl Eb5 and
Black wins due to the dual
threats of ..&h3 and ..Exb2;
20 exf5 2xf5 21 Hfel (White
should perhaps reconcile him-
self to 21 &xf5 Raxfs although

Black should then win with his
extra pawn) 21...2e6 and White
cannot cope with all the threats.

20 .. fxed4
21 fxed c6
22 b4

22 5)xb6 BgS+ 23 hl £h3
24 Hgl Eh5 and the white f-

pawn goes.
22 .. Ea3
23 &xbé6

The white knight cannot now
retreat from the enemy camp
but if instead 23 &e3 Exc3 he
is a pawn down for nothing.

23 .. Ke6

_

Ty

%

U %
A
% %y//’/

24 f4
One of White’s problems is

that 24 c4, trying to secure the
knight with ¢5, runs into
24..2h3+. If White tries to im-
prove on this variation with 24
Hfdl then, amongst others,
Black can play 24..Exc3 25
Hxd6 Lh3+ 26 &gl Ef4 and,
despite his extra pawn, White is
unlikely to be able to beat off
the rampant black pieces.

pZ B Ba6



White is now losing his ad-

vanced knight.
25 f5S Kf7
26 Efd1 Bds
27 D8 Bxc8
28 Hxd6 He8
29 @13 Ba3
0-1
Game 20

Hebden-Jadoul
Tdrnby 1987

1 e4 AN
2 d4 es

3  dxes Dxes
4 O3

4 f4 is a more aggressive way
for White to handle the posi-
tion. Black can then try:

a) 4..%c6
eventual follow-up of ...&c5 (or
..2b4-a5-b6) to exploit the

envisages an

weak dark squares. Possible

now are:

al) 5 £e3 g6 6 Dc3 Lg7 7
Wd2 &Hf6 8 &Hf3 0-0 9 0-0-0
(White could try 9 e5 Ze8 but
then Black is poised to strike

le4dDc62d4e5 61

back with ..d6) 9..d6 10 h3
He8 11 £d3 was seen in Pop-
chev-Cvetkovic, Vrbas 1993.
Now 11..23b4 is equal accord-
ing to Cvetkovic.

a2) 5 Rc4 Lba+ (not
5..2c5?7 in view of then 6
Lxf7+) 6 c3 La5 7 D3 We7 8
We2 £b6 9 HNbd2 d6 10 £4d3
&)f6 11 Hcd 0-0 12 Hxb6 axb6
13 0-0 He8 14 Hel h6 gave
Black a solid position in the
game Knaak-Przewoznik, Dort-
mund 1992.

b) 4...%g6 and now:

3 \\\\‘
’ QAN

S
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bl) 5 Of3 £bd+ (5..&c5

eyeing up the dark-square
weakness as quickly as possible
is more logical) 6 9c3 We7 7
£.d3 d6 8 0-0 £xc3 (this opens
up too many lines for White) 9
bxc3 &6 10 La3 c5 (10..Dxf4
11 e5 and White’s bishops
come into their own) 11 e5
(White forces the position open
anyway and effectively demon-
strates exactly what Black must
strive to avoid in this variation)
11..dxeS 12 fxe5 ©d7 13 €6
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66 1e4c62d4e5

Black’s central knight.

4 .. fc5
This is the most logical

move. Black develops a piece,
does not yet commit the king’s
knight and keeps the h4-d8 di-
agonal open to develop his
queen.

5 2f4

A more adventurous, but also
more risky try is 5 f4, e.g.
5.8c6 6 fc4 (incidentally
threatening £xf7+) 6..d6 7
D3 Keb 8 Lxe6 fxe6 9 Had
£.b6 10 &xb6 axb6 and the po-
sition was unclear in Akopian-

Miles, Moscow 1990.
5 . deé

5..9g6 6 £g3 d6 7 ha (7
Wd2 &6 8 0-0-0 0-0 9 Kcd is
an alternative scheme of devel-
opment) 7..hS 8 Wd2 &f6 9
0-0-0 £d7 (9..We7 10 &d5
DxdS 11 exdS 0-0 left Black
permanently hampered by his
weak kingside in Dolmatov-
Gulko, Hastings 1989: 12 2e2
£g4 13 £xg4 hxgd 14 hS De5
15 £h4 Wd7 16 h6 Wfs5 17
hxg7 &xg7 18 De2 Eh8 19
g3 Wg6 20 W4 6 21 Ded
Haf8 22 &Hxc5 dxc5 23 Kg3
Hxhl 24 Hxhl Ed8 25 Wa4
ExdS 26 Wxa7 Wg5+ 27 &bl
Wd2 28 a3 We2 29 Wxb7 Hdi+
30 BExdl Wxdl+ 31 a2 and
White went on to win) 10 f3
We7 11 &bl 0-0-0 12 &ge2
(White has a space advantage
but the black position is very
solid) 12...2e5 13 &d4 &Hc6 14
Dxc6 Lxc6 15 Led Lbd
(Black frees his position with
exchanges) 16 Wd3 fLxc3 17
Wxc3 &d7 18 &d5 £xd5 19
ExdS Db6 20 Has5 b8 21 L2
f6 22 2xb6 axb6 23 HEbS Wd7
24 Wb3 Ede8 25 Edl EeS 26
a4 Hhe8 27 EddS Bxd5 'h-h
Brinck-Claussen - Hoi, Tastrup
1995.

Note how in these two games
the black knight had very little
to do on g6. Therefore Miles’s
continuation, maintaining this
piece in the centre, seems more
logical.

6 Wd2
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25 Qa2 b4!

26 axbd axb4

27 Wxb4

Instead 27 ©xb4 Wa7 threat-

ens, amongst others, ...&f2 and
if 28 Ehfl then 28..2d8! and
with the bishop coming round
to b6 or a5, White has big
problems.

27 . 212!

28 el £d4

/;/ 5t
/// /

.Q_
ZD”///
45T

\

\
\\\\
\\\

This fabulous outpost for the
bishop is worth much more than
the sacrificed pawn.

29 &2 WS
30 &bs Lcs

31 ¥b3 a6
Black now always has the

option of ...&xb5 when the re-
sulting opposite-coloured bish-
ops position greatly favour the
attacking player.

32 EHal Le3

33 EHhdi1 Eb7

34 45xd6?

£
;/ ////
“m

//:/:;/
//

White, under heavy pressure,
blunders and loses immediately.
His best try was 34 &bl when
Black has the pleasant choice
between 34...2xb5 at once, or
keeping the tension with
34..Eb6, planning to increase
the pressure with .. Wc5 or
. Yb7.

K7 S Exb3

White had no doubt calcu-
lated 34...Exb3 35 Hxc8 Exd3
36 Exd3 when Black is unable
to recapture the knight on c8.
Unfortunately he had over-
looked 34..2xb3 35 &Hxc8
Hab8! when the knight on c8 is
lost as 36 Exa6 gets mated after
36...Exb2+ 37 &c3 H8b3.

0-1
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88 1e4 D62 %3 d6

White's whole position is be-
ginning to look like a Swiss
cheese with holes all over the
place.

7.5 Eg
T TANIEL
/ e

//,, % //é//f/

7
weN)n
,%/% %/

15 . L86
16 &d2 b6
17 b3 Ec8
18 a4 c6

Paradoxically, Black is the
first to utilise the open c-file.
19  dxcé Exc6
20 Lxb6
White is hoping to gain con-
trol of d5 in order to stabilise
the situation.

20 .. Wxb6

A superb coup from Miles
which must have come as a ter-
rible shock to his opponent.
Black speculates on being able
to undermine White's appar-
ently impregnable knight on the

dS-square.
25  exfS
25 gxfS meets with the same
response.
25 .. L.xf5

Now 26 gxf5 Excl 27 WxdS
would leave White with weak
pawns everywhere.

26 EHxc6 Wxc6
27 W3

Threatening ©e7+ so Black
must defend his queen.

27 .. £47
28 Wed <&h8
29 Hdi Wa8

A marvellous retreat, which
prepares to bring Black’s bish-
ops into scything action against
White’s king.
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102 1 e48)c6 253 d6

Miles, Biel 1995) 10...0-0 11 f4
Hed7 12 Wd2 HcsS 13 4f3
Wd7 (this leaves Black cramped
and a better plan is 13..He8
when Black can follow up with
..&f8 and the d7-square is left
free for the f6-knight to use, e.g.
13..He8 14 0-0-0 £f8 and
Black has the options of bring-
ing a knight to e4 or taking the
initiative on the gueenside with
...a6 and ...bS) 14 0-0-0 Hae8 15
£d4 2d8 16 Hhel Exel 17
Hxel He8 18 g4 Hxel+ 19
Wxel h6 20 h3 a6 21 We3 We7
22 Wxe7 £xe7 23 b4 and White
has a small advantage in the

endgame, Dlugy-Miles, USA
Ch 1989.
6 .. 2h5
7 d§ exd$S
8 exdS £xf3
9 Q4xf3 &Qes
10 Qe2 Le7

11  0-0
11 f4 g6 12 0-0 0-0 13 243
c5 14 Wf3 a6 15 a4 He8 16 g3
&7 17 h4 (as White never gets
round to playing hS, this plan

only serves to weaken his king-
side) 17..2f6 18 2d2 Wd7 19
a5 Wh3 20 Ef2 Hfe8 21 f2fl

Wd7 22 &h2 HbS 23 HxbS
axb5 with a comfortable posi-

tion for Black, Zollbrecht-
Miles, Biel 1995.

11 .. 0-0

12 a4 a6

13 fe3 Hfd7

14 as g6

15 Eadq
White is hoping to create
pressure against the black

queenside by bringing his rook
to b4.
15 .. AN
16 XEa3
16 Eb4 b5 17 axb6 cxb6 was
an alternative. With the text
White is planning the advance
b4-b5 and Black must act
quickly.
16 .. fgs!?
Miles finds a very aggressive
plan based on allowing his
queenside to become seriously
compromised in order to obtain
dark-square play in the centre
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the onus on Black to justify his
bold attacking concept, e.g.
25..Hab8 26 Exe5 Exe5 27
gxf4 He7 28 &Hc5 and White
consolidates.

. 22

B A
®x) &

S

25 .. Be6!!
With the rook about to enter
the fray on h6 Black obtains a
decisive attack.
26 dxc?7
At first sight it looks as
though 26 d7 leaves Black with
a hopeless position but Miles
had prepared the brilliant coun-
ter 26...Kd8!.

Then after 27 &xd8 (if in-

stead 27 Eel then 27..Eh6 28
gxf4 Hg6+ 29 Lg4 Exga+ 30
Wxgd Wxgd+ 31 Eg3 Wxd7 32
Hxd8 Lxb2 leaves Black with
a winning endgame) 27..Eh6
White gets mated, e.g. 28 Hel
Wh2+ 29 &f1 Whi+ 30 £xhl

Exhl is mate.
26 .. Lxc7
27  Wda7 Hae8!
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28 He3
The back rank tricks continue
after 28 Wxc7 Wxfl+ 29 &xfl
Hel mate.

28 .. Bxe3

29 Wxh3 Hxh3+

30 g2 Bxf3
0-1

Black emerges a piece ahead.

Game 29
Ligterink-Miles
Wijk aan Zee 1984

1 ed AT
2 &f3 dé
3 d4 &f6
4 &H3 fg4
5 2bs5 a6
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120 1 d4 %c6 without 2 c4

29 b5 axb$§
30 Hxa8 Hxa8
31 Hxb5 2d4
32 g2 Ha2
33 @n &f7
34 Eb7 Les
35 Ebs £d6
36 Hb3 214
37 EbS £d6
38 Ib3 214
39 Ebs -1/
Transposition to
Chigorin’s Defence
Game 33
Piza-Novak

Bratislava 1991

4 cxdS

S gxf3

For White’s other main con-
tinuation, 5 dxc6, see the next

Lxf3

game.

5 . Wxds
6 €3 e6

For many years the automatic
move in this position was 6...e5
but then there came the gradual
realisation that opening the po-
sition really did help to rein-
force White’s advantage of the
bishop pair. The modern move
is the more restrained 6...e6,
which actually does achieve
Black's ambition of hampering
the free play of the white bish-
ops.

7 &3

4
7,

Y

%%

2

Y
49
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7 . Whs
Black often plays 7..2b4
here, but this queen move,
which eyes up the broken white
kingside, has more to recom-
mend it. Therefore we select
this as our main variation.
8§ e
Experience indicates that of-
fering a speedy trade of queens
does not promise White any-
thing. The text looks more logi-
cal in that White prepares to
harass the black queen and
swiftly realign his king’s bishop
along the powerful hl-a8 di-
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1 d4 9\c6 without 2 c4 127

28..H5e7 29 L£g5 He5 with a 47 gxh6 1-0
draw by repetition.
29 fQxe3 Hxe3 Game 35
30 EHxel Hxe3 H. Olafsson-Hjartarson
31 22 Reykjavik 1995
i .,
M7 7 %/
% Wim @
2. &
7)1
. B
smiw hom
22-7= )
7 7 % -

»

31

There is no need to give an-
other pawn away. After 31..h6

b6?

White would have had a hard
time converting his pawn ad- 4 €3
vantage to a win.

32

well.
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46

£xh7
Now White is doing very

£b1
Bcl
We2
WxcS
Bxcs
g4
Bc2
Bd2
hS
RLed
gs
g3
Bc2
hé

Others:

a) 4 Wad4 was favoured by
Alekhine. 4...2xf3 gives White
a choice of recaptures:

Ha3
Wxcd
Wb5s
Wes
bxcS
<b7
<b6
Had4
2cs
<&d6
£b5
Les
Lc4
<d4
gxh6

al) 5 exf3 e6 6 &c3 Dge7
(much stronger than 6..2b4
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In this chapter we consider the
variations where White declines
to play the obscure positions
resulting from the critical 2 d5
and instead aims to steer the
game into calmer, and perhaps
more familiar, waters. In our
opinion this is less testing for
Black than the direct 2 dS, but
these variations nevertheless
require close study.

After 3 d5 &ce7, Black
could, if so inclined, probably
work his way into the main
lines of the King’s Indian De-
fence or Modern by continuing
with ..d6 and ..g6. However,
transposing back into main lines
is not consistent with the phi-

losophy behind playing 1...%c6
and so here we consider alter-
native ways for Black to com-
plete his development. How-
ever, many King’s Indian De-
fence and Modemn Defence
themes will feature in the games
in this section.

The most obvious way for
Black to do this is to capitalise
on the fact that - compared with
the King’s Indian - he has not
yet committed himself to ...g6
and ...£g7 and can therefore try
to develop this piece more ac-
tively with ..2c5 or ..2b4.
When White chooses to play a
quick e4, his central dark
squares can often become a lit-
tle weak and Black should be
looking for opportunities to ex-
ploit this. In this context, the
more active development of the
dark-squared bishop fits the bill
well.

As any good King’s Indian
player will tell you, when the
position has been closed with
White playing dS, Black should
be looking for opportunities to
snap away at the white centre
with pawn breaks such as ...f5,
...c6 or even ...b5. We see all of
these ideas coming into play in
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forces in direct attack against
the exposed white king swiftly
proved decisive.

36 .. Wfl+
37 <&f3 Whi+
38  dpd Wed+
39 14 He3

40 W8 Wg6+
0-1
Game 39
Stempin-Kuczynski
Warsaw 1990
1 d4 c6
2 eS
3 ds Dee7
4 &HD3 g6
5 g3

In this variation White tries
to restrict the activities of
Black’s queen’s knight on g6
without committing himself
immediately to the rigid e4, oc-
cupying the centre but at the
cost of a general weakening of
the dark squares.

5 . £b4
In this situation 5..8&cS is

1d4@c62c4eS 143

somewhat less logical. Since
White has not played e4 yet, he
can always revert at some point
to €3, defending the dark
squares and blotting out Black’s
king’s bishop. A wild example
of this was Lugovoi-Karpachev,
Smolensk 1992: 6 £g2 a6 7 h4
h6 8 Ded Lb4+ (after all Black
once again resorts to placing his
bishop on b4) 9 &f1 f5 10 a3
2f8 11 hS 6e7 12 d6 Hc6 13
dxc7 Wxc7 14 Dc3 Df6 15 Hf3
d6 16 Dha De7 17 DS DfxdS
18 cxd5 £d7 with an unclear
position.

s
7
. %7/

6 Wb3

This is the type of formation
where White would prefer to
avoid doubled pawns. The text
seeks to achieve this whilst si-
multaneously gaining a tempo
against the black bishop.
Against 6 Wc2 Black has two
methods of proceeding, either
the restraint of White’s queen-
side pawns, combined with the
retention of Black’s king’s
bishop or an acquiescence in the
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148 1d4%c6 2 c4e5

Summerbauer, Austria 1993.
4 .. deé

Hitherto we have examined
variations where Black has
played 4...2)g6 with the plan of
liberating his king’s bishop ei-
ther on c5 or b4. The text is an
alternative in which Black al-
lows himself the possibility of
an immediate rupture of the
centre based on ...fS. However,
we must caution that this places
a great deal more stress on
Black’s structure than the fluid
piece development lines arising
from 4...%g6.

5 . fs

5..86 6 243 5 7 exfS &xfS
8 &f3 £h6 (this exchange is
positionally desirable but Black
must now play with care as he
has fallen behind in develop-
ment) 9 2xh6 Hgxh6 10 Wd2
f7 11 0-0-0 &h4 12 HHxha
Wxh4 13 g3 Whe 14 f4 fgd 15
Edf1 0-0-0 and Black has safely
co-ordinated his forces and can
look to the future with confi-

dence, Stojnic-Soln, Bled 1996.
6 £d3
An alternative is 6 Df3 D6 7
£d3 and now 7...f4 or even the
adventurous move 7..h6 per-
haps planning ...g5.
6 .. of6
7 L5
7 &)f3 would transpose to the
previous note. The text hopes
for 7..fxe4 8 Dxed Dxed 9
£xed4 when Black is virtually
paralysed.
7 . f4
Black does not oblige and
switches instead to an advance
which is, as we have already
seen, typical for Black’s coun-
terplay in this line.
8§ g3
White essays a head-on as-
sault and the game soon devel-
ops along the uncharted and
tactically rich contours which
all black players who employ
this variation should desire. The
more rigidly positional course is
8 &xf6 gxf6 9 WhS+ &g6 10
£e2 Wd7 11 h3 with the plan of
£g4 to control the light
squares. This is, perhaps, the
way Karpov would have pro-
ceeded and White’s grip on the
light squares gives him the ad-
vantage.

8 . g6
9 h4
In contrast to the basically
strategic  treatment outlined

above, White’s bull-in-a-china-
shop approach here gives Black
time to consolidate.
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16 a3 0-0
17 fe2 &b8
Black’s queen’s knight, after
a wondrous series of gyrations,
finally reaches home. Indeed,
Black’s entire game plan ap-
pears to be based on the sys-
tematic undevelopment of his
pieces but, in the mean time,
there have been compensations.
By rushing his pawns forward
on both flanks, White has ex-
posed himself to severe
fxg3 counter-punches.

9

10 fxg3 Le7 18 &h4  axbd

11 hS &8 19 axb4  Exal

In view of the threat of 20 W¥xal %aé6
...&)xd5, neatly bagging a pawn, 21  ¥h1

White must now retreat.
12 Le3 Dga
13  fd2 AT
14 &f3
Of course 14 £e3 would lead
to repetition.
14 .. H8d7
15 b4

21 .. c6

Black’s counterplay takes on
definite shape. What had once
looked like a significant space
advantage for White now re-
sembles more a position shot
through with gaps and weak-
nesses.
Depriving Black of the c5- 22 dxc6  bxcé

square for his knight. 2} bS '
15 .. a$s For his troubles White does
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