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agood move
aweak move

an excellent move
a blunder

an interesing move
a dubious move
only move
equality

unclear position

KEY TO SYMBOLS

with compensation for the sacrificed material

White stands slightly better
Black stands slightly better
White has a serious advantage
Black has a serious advantage
White has a decisive advantage
Black has a decisive advantage
with an attack

with initiative

with counterplay

with the idea of

better is

worseis

novelty

check

mate



INTRODUCTION

It simply isn’t an adventure worth telling if there aren’t any dragons.
JR.R. Tolkien

My Favorite Sicilian

| was introduced to the Accelerated Dragon when | was ten years old, more than seventeen years ago. It was arguably
my first ‘serious defense against 1.e4: prior to then | would develop my piecesin amanner my father and | called ‘ P-
Play’ (the‘P deriving from our family name) but which | later discovered iswidely known as the Hippopotamus
Defence. He and | were of similar strength at the time, and we studied the opening together from the then recently
published, and now classic, Accelerated Dragons by IMs Donaldson and Silman.

What drew me to the opening initially was the abundance of cheapos | could set up for my opponentsin the early stages
of the game, which even experts and masters seemed unprepared for. The following was aways one of my favorites:

1.e4 ¢c5 2.3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Dxd4 £97 5.D¢3 Hcb 6.8e3 Df6 7.8.c4 Wab 8.Wd2?
8.0-0
8...2xed! 9.2xc6

9.0 xed Wixd2+ 10.8xd2 Hxdd+

A N w o N
W
W

0...Wxc3!! 10.¥xc3

10.bxc3 &Hxd2 11.&xd2 bxc6+



10...&xc3+ 11.bxc3 bxc6F

Beyond simple tricks like this one, | found that the positional themes of the opening were fairly easy to digest; for
example, dark square control, central breakthrough (especially ...d7-d5), queenside expansion, as well as the typical
favorable and unfavorable endgames which tend to arise. As | have matured as a player, my perspective on this opening
has correspondingly transformed, but my respect and appreciation for its strength has only been enhanced. Thisbook is
an attempt to convey my current understanding and approach with black.

| have always felt that the Accelerated Dragon does not get its due respect among the Sicilians. Even its prodigal
brother, the un-accelerated Dragon, had its time in the spotlight when it was used by Kasparov to twice defeat (and
twice draw) Anand in their 1995 PCA World Championship match. Why then, has the Accelerated Dragon — the
theoretically no worse off, and much safer of the two (I like to think of it as the only Sicilian where Black needn’t
worry about getting mated in 25 moves) — historically been only an occasional guest in top events, and, unlike every
other respectable Sicilian, never occupied the central battlefield of a World Championship match?1 Part of the
discrepancy is avestige of the old (pre-1970s) dogma that in the Sicilian, to avoid suffocation, Black must prevent
White from obtaining a‘clamp’ pawn center (pawns on e4 and c4). Indeed, the Maroczy Bind (5.c4) has aways been
the bane of the Accelerated Dragon’ s existence. However, while this attitude towards the Sicilian may have been
justifiable half a century ago, Black has since demonstrated counterattacking prospects against the e4/c4 clampin a
variety of structures, asin the Hedgehog, Kalashnikov, Kan, Taimanov, and certainly no less in the Accelerated
Dragon.

| suspect that computers have deterred many potential devotees away from the Accelerated Dragon. Computer
evaluationsin the main lines tend to fluctuate between +0.25 and +0.5, which plausibly leads to the rationale that
playing the Accelerated Dragon instead of the Berlin or Marshall — where evaluations are closer to +0.15 — islike
playing with asmall handicap straight out of the opening. Things, however, are not so simple. Computers evaluate each
position by objective features, without regard for subjective factors which are very often more important in tournament
chess. Machines systematically ignore the value of, for example, being able to follow one of a small number of
thematic plans, irrespective of what the opponent does, saving on clock time as well asrisk of mishandling the position.
This sort of human element is unaccounted for by the engine, resulting in an inflated estimation of White's chances. In
this regard, there are similarities between the Accelerated Dragon and the King's Indian Defense — another opening
notoriously bastardized by the engine. King's Indian devotees are used to seeing +0.5 computer evaluations, but they
are not discouraged because they recognize that there is anarrow margin of error for White, and to err is human. The
same can be said for the Accelerated Dragon.

Fortunately, the tide of fashion isturning, and contemporary Accelerated Dragon experts like (super) Grandmasters
Tiviakov, Mamedov, Iturrizaga, and Malakhov have demonstrated that this opening can be areliable counter to 1.e4
even against top opposition. Recently, in fact, World Champion Magnus Carlsen upheld the Black side of aMaroczy to
put a halt to Caruana’s 7-0 run in the 2014 Sinquefield Cup. | predict a bright future for this opening, for many reasons,
but most of all because 1) The resulting positions are difficult for computers to properly assess- many ‘+=" evaluations
are more accurately ‘=" but more importantly ‘easier to play for Black’, afactor which should not be underestimated
especially considering the increasingly short time controls, and 2) Thereis plenty of unexplored terrain, which cannot
be easily navigated by the positional dictums we are brought up with, because the Accelerated Dragon is a genuinely
nonstandard opening. This means that there is a competitive advantage to those who work out its unusual nuances,
unlike in, say, the Najdorf or Sveshnikov where it often feels like the strategic ideas are all well known, and only
concrete novelties are yet to be discovered (if it isunclear what | mean by this, | hopeit isn’t by the end of the book!).

The Accelerated Dragon State of Mind

A friend of mine (astrong IM) recently commented to me that if he could be certain that his opponents wouldn’t play
the Maroczy bind, he would always play the Accelerated Dragon instead of his usual (un-accelerated, but | sometimes
teasingly prefer ‘un-playable’) Dragon, because White can't play the critical Y ugoslav Attack against the Accelerated
Dragon (despite this being lesson #1 of the Accelerated Dragon, a surprising number of masters have not gotten the



memo). “However”, he continued, “in the Maroczy, Black isjust playing for adraw, you can never win!” A loyal
defender of my beloved pet opening, | insisted he had it all wrong, and that | welcome the Maroczy in must-win games
with Black. “ That’ s really weird dude, you' re probably the only one” was his retort, but | think when it comes to the
Accelerated Dragon, there’ s arequisite state of mind needed in order to properly handle it — some players have had a
conversion experience after catching a glimpse of its incredible power, while others haven't. Plausibly as a result of
this, from my experience there is a peculiar camaraderie among Accelerated Dragon practitioners. Whereas Ngdorf
‘bros’ espouse a Darwinian angst that their novelty on move 25 in the Poisoned Pawn variation will be discovered,
used, and rendered useless by their colleagues, | have found that Accelerated Dragon players enjoy discussing their
ideas with each other. A personal anecdote of mineisfairly typical: in the final round of the 2013 US Masters
tournament | was in amust-win ‘money game’ with Black against Cuban GM Abreu, and | noticed GM Rauf Mamedov
(aleading expert on the Black side of the Accelerated Dragon) was taking an interest in the Maroczy Bind on my board.
| won the game in atense struggle, and afterwards when | was collecting my prize, Rauf kindly congratulated me on the
win and took an interest in the 15...e6 line | played (see chapter 5), which he said he hadn’t studied before. | told him |
was hot too happy with the more popular 15...Qb6, but he asserted that from his analysis Black has no problems there
— “it'sequal” he said. His confident proclamation was just the nudge | needed to look closer into some of the lines|
thought were undesirable for Black, and on closer inspection | realized (unsurprisingly) he was right!

Whilethis elusive ‘ state of mind’ is somewhat ineffable, and better grasped from experience than anything else (if | am
successful then the contents of this book will convey precisely this), | think it is helpful to think of the Maroczy as a
close cousin of the Hedgehog. | understand the ‘ philosophy’ of the Hedgehog in terms of how Mihai Suba describes it
in his excellent Dynamic Chess Strategy. It is worth quoting him at length.

“White's position looks ideal. That’s the naked truth about it, but the ‘ideal’ has by definition one drawback — it cannot
be improved. ...In the early 1970s, the successes of Karpov and Andersson showed that [Hedgehog] positions are not
only playable but offer as many winning chances as any other opening. Thiswas in glaring conflict with classical
strategy. White enjoys more space, better development [and] his position has no weaknesses. How isit possible that
Black not only resistsin these positions but sometimes wins? The only plausible answer liesin the hidden dynamics of
the positions. After the opening, White' s position has all the qualities of a successful picture, but lacks concrete
possibilities for improvement. Within our terminology, it isrigid (not elastic). Black’s position, in contrast, ‘looks' bad
but has greater scope for improvement.” (p. 26)

This description applies equally well to the Maroczy. In fact, you might say that the Accelerated Dragon (specifically
the Black side of the Maroczy) ‘ state of mind’ is, to borrow Suba’s phrase, an appreciation for the “hidden dynamic
factors’ in each position which compensate for the static deficiencies (again, the best way to ‘sense’ theseis by
studying the opening — the variations in this book are meant to illustrate these factors). Moreover, as along time
Hedgehog player myself, | must say that in my opinion, Black has much more freedom in the Maroczy than in the
Hedgehog; for instance, in the Hedgehog, it is usually unfavorable for Black to exchange queens, whereas in the
Maroczy (and the Accelerated Dragon more broadly), White often takes pains to avoid exchanging queens so as to not
lose the initiative, and that is aliability which contributes to the “rigidity” (another apt term of Suba’s) of White's
position. Terms like ‘elastic’ and * counterattacking potential’ will be interspersed throughout this book — they are
much more informative than reductive evaluations like *=".

An Inclusive Opening

One of the remarkable things about the Accelerated Dragon isits appeal to players with vastly different styles. Compare
Bent Larsen, the epitome of dynamic, offbeat, risky chess, with Sergei Tiviakov, who claimed in an interview recently
that his style has been shaped most by Petrosian (who was a great Accelerated Dragon devotee himself), Smyslov, and
Karpov — both these players have championed the Accelerated Dragon as their main weapon against 1.e4 and yet their
styles are in many ways polar opposites of each other! How can this be? | think the answer to this question is subtle and
instructive. | think that when playing the Accelerated Dragon it ‘feels' like you are playing White, not Black (albeitina
hypermodern manner). What | mean is, in chess, White tends to be the one to control the tempo of the game — usually



it is White who chooses whether to enter into an opposite side castling situation, or to exchange pieces early on and
maneuver around in asimplified middlegame, or invoke the center as the locus of battle, ensuring king safety above
all.2 Furthermore, Black usually needsto play accurately to not end up slightly worse, or at least give the initiative to
White. The situation is, to the well prepared Accelerated Dragon player, precisely the reverse: in the Maroczy, for
example, there are half a dozen different ways for Black to develop, and players of diverse styles can choose the one
which suits them best (or vary their choice depending on practical considerations). Black controls the tempo and
determines the character of the struggle, which iswhy it is so effective in must-win games. Furthermore, unlike in
many 1...e5 openings, or in most other Sicilians like the Kan, Sveshnikov, or even the Najdorf, White's choices are
rather limited if he does not want to end up slightly worse out of the opening. In practice, White meets the Accelerated
Dragon with either the Maroczy Bind or the 7.&2c4 variation; thisis simply not so in the Najdorf where every single
reasonable move is a viable candidate from the starting position of the Najdorf (6.h3, 6.2g1, 6.93, 6.f3, 6.2€3, 6.f4,
6.262, 6.2c4, 6.295, 6.a4, and that is not even to mention variations therein), and the margin for White error is far
greater (for example 6.2€2 €5 7.9f3!? is a serious challenge to the Najdorf but 6.2e2 £g7 7.4f3?! isjust dubious
against the Accelerated Dragon).

The above may sound alittle hyperbolic, and | would like to make it clear from the outset that | am not claiming that
‘Black is better’ in the Accelerated Dragon; to do so would be dishonest. My claim is a serious one: the character of the
Accelerated Dragon isthat of a White opening. In fact, the Accelerated Dragon reversed is a White opening, called the
English, and is fashioned by most of the top playersin the world, including Carlsen, Kramnik, Aronian, Anand, Giri,
and others: the exact piece arrangement occurs with colors reversed (and atempo up) after 1.c4 €5 2.g3 »f6 3.292 d5
4.cxd5 Hxd5 5.9c¢3,

aswell as 1.c4 c5 2.3 26 3.3 d5 4.cxd5 Dxd5 5.3 £¢6 6.£92 Dc7 7.0-0 €5 (reversed Maroczy). | have enjoyed
playing this ‘reversed Accelerated Dragon’ with White as well.

In addition to being inclusive in the above sense, that it can suit players of diverse styles, and also that it can be a
coherent complement to a 1.c4 repertoire with White, there are many interesting ways that the opening ‘fits' with
defenses against 1.d4/1.c4/1.%f3, and can often directly transpose from them.

King's Indian:

1.d4 96 2.c4 g6 3.5 c3 297 4.e4 d6

i) 5.3 0-0 6.£2€2 ¢5 7.0-0 cxd4 8.xd4 D c6

ii) 5.f3 0-0 6.£2€3 c5 7.4ge2 cxd4 8.2xd4 Ncb

Benoni/Benko Gambit:

1.d4 6 2.c4 c5 3.3 cxd4 4.9 xd4 & c6 5.%¢c3 g6 6.e4

1.d4 D6 2.0f3 g6 3.c4 c5 4.5)c3 (4.d5 either 4...b5 or 4...€6) 4...cxd4 5.9 xd4 Db 6.e4
Symmetrical English:

1.c4 c5 2.0f3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.5 xd4 297 5.4 &c6

1.%f3 5 2.c4 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.5xd4 £97 5.4 Dcb

Of course, there is no obligation on Accelerated Dragon players to deploy these defencesin order to allow for
transpositional possibilities— Tiviakov has been alifelong Nimzo-Indian/Queen’ s Indian devotee as a counterexample
— but | have found it useful to play these systems in tandem myself.

One more point on the topic of move orders: since the Accelerated Dragon (especially the Maroczy) can come about
from so many different move orders, | have taken some liberties with the games in this book to convert theinitial
moves to the 1.e4 ¢5 2.)f3 g6 ‘ Hyper-Accelerated Dragon’ move order we will be focusing on. | have done this,
following a not uncommon practice, purely for didactic purposes— | don’t want readers happy with their 1.d4 defenses
to be confused by transpositions from openings they don't play.



About This Book

This book presents arepertoire for Black after 1.e4 c5 2.3 g6 — the Hyper-Accelerated Dragon. | am relatively lax
about distinguishing between ‘ Accelerated Dragon’ (1.e4 c5 2.0f3 £)c6 3.d4 cxd4 4.5 xd4 g6) and ‘ Hyper-Accelerated
Dragon’, and | use the two interchangeably unless to emphasize move order nuances, for example, “the Hyper-

Accelerated Dragon avoids the Rossolimo”. However, thisis not merely ‘a Hyper-Accelerated Dragon repertoire, it is
my repertoire, and | present the material as such, from afirst person perspective, making brazen use of my own games
and offering personal anecdotes and opinions. This stylistic choice risks my coming across as presumptuous and at
times even boastful, but my hope is rather that the conversational mode of presentation makes readers feel as though |
am their tour guide through what might otherwise feel like an insurmountable labyrinth of variations. Further on the
point of stylistic choices, | am regrettably not sufficiently skilled in writing without gender-specific pronouns, so please
regard all generic referencesto ‘he’ as‘s/he’ (or alternative) and so on.

| provide as much information as | think is necessary for readers to play this opening with Black; however, thisis
absolutely not meant to be an anthology on the opening. I make no claim to cover every conceivable variation White
can play. Any attempt at such, couched under the heading of a‘complete repertoire’ would not only be misleading, but
in this day and age obsolete. Thisis not to say that opening books are altogether obsolete; on the contrary, as inundated
with information as we all are nowadays, it can be enormously helpful to have an author divulge opening secrets from
their years of experience which would not easily be gathered from a database search.

What is obsolete is the attempt to thoroughly and comprehensively ‘prove equality’ with Black, and more importantly
for our purposesit is antagonistic to the spirit of the Accelerated Dragon, which is that of an opening refusing to be
evaluated on static grounds alone. As Jonathan Rowson instructsin his Seven Deadly Chess Sins, “Y ou need to assess
not only the position as it stands but the position asit has changed and how it islikely to continue to change”. (p.75)
So, | am not abig fan of evaluationslike ‘=" or ‘=+" or ‘+=’ (though | capitulate to these at times) because ‘=" makes
me think of adraw and ‘+=" makes me fedl like | ought to be satisfied with adraw as Black, when in reality Black can
very much be optimistic about his position despite such evaluations, and that iswhy | prefer evaluations like
“counterplay” or “mutual chances”.

If you encounter a variation not covered in this book, for example 1.e4 ¢5 2.5 a3, my general prescription is this: find a
database (no excuses, they are free online), and search the position with an Accelerated Dragon player (I gave you alist
above) as Black to see how they have chosen to play the position. Ideally you'll find a model game that you can recall
whenever you face the system; after all, when it comesto rare systems like 2.5 a3 it is foolish to memorize concrete
variations since you’'ll never remember them anyway, but the key ideas of a model game you can. Even in the main
lines of the Accelerated Dragon, don’t try to memorize the moves given in this book as if they are the ultimate truth.
They aren’'t. Your learning will be enhanced if you actively seek out novelties of your own, and try to understand how
the various positional ideas for both sides fit together.

To make this book as valuable to the Petrosian-style (risk-averse) Accelerated Dragon player as to the Larsen-type (risk-
craving), | have recommended two systems against each of the 7.£c4 and Maroczy Bind variations. | hope at least one
of these suits you. For those among you who will embark on the risky course (‘My System’ against 7.£.c4 and the
Breyer Variation of the Maroczy), may | caution you to do so with arealistic attitude towards the cost of risk-taking in
chess. It isin the (mathematical) nature of risk-taking that it increases the variability of outcomes — both good and bad.
The mature risk taker is mindful of this, cognizant that their risk-taking is compatible with their aims and justifications.
Thiswas the attitude of Bent Larsen. If you would like to play the Accelerated Dragon ambitiously, with atolerance for
risk, keep in mind the following description of Larsen, given by Reshevsky: “Heisafirm believer in the value of
surprise. Consequently, he often resorts to dubious variations in various openings. He also likes to complicate positions
even though it may involve considerable risk. He has a great deal of confidence in his game and fears no one. His
unique style has proven extremely effective against relatively weak opponents but has not been too successful against
top-notchers.” Alas, thisisthe risk-taker’s predicament, but far from discouraging it, I am thankful for the risk-takers
among you who resist the ‘genetic’ drift of our chess community towards timidity and results-oriented pragmatism.



| sincerely hope you find this to be an enjoyable and enriching experience.



CHAPTER 1
CLASSICAL VARIATION (£€2)

1.e4 c5 2.3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2xd4 297 5.9¢3 Dcb

.....

A N w o N
N
S . N S
ﬁ R
N
N

Contents

1. 6.0b3, 6.5)de2

2. 6.2e3 9\f6 7.sidelines & 7.2e2 d5!?
3. 6.2e3 &\f6 7.2€2 0-0 8.sidelines
4.6.2e3 Hf6 7.2e2 0-08.0-0

1

We begin with the variation which epitomizes the Accelerated Dragon philosophy. In most defensesto 1.e4, White has
the option of playing a“‘Classical’ variation by developing the light squared bishop to €2. Thisis particularly the case in
Sicilians like the Ngjdorf, Scheviningen and Taimanov, but also in other defenses like the Pirc/Modern and Alekhine.
In al these systems, the Classical Variation offers White serious chances to obtain an opening advantage, and the
immortal games of past champions like Geller and Karpov provide textbook illustrations of successful ‘Classical’ 1.e4
play. In contrast, the £e2 (Classical) variation against the ordinary, un-Accelerated Dragon is rather harmless for Black,
the Yugoslav Attack being its critical test. As Accelerated Dragon players, we are in an even more favorable situation
than ordinary Dragon players when it comes to the Classical variation, because we can choose to transpose to harmless
variations of the Classical Dragon by opting for ...d7-d6 at opportune moments, and in some lines we can strike with
...d7-d5 directly, saving afull tempo compared with analogous lines in the Dragon. Despite the fact that this system
offers White no advantage, it is still seen in about 15% of Accelerated Dragons (the other 85% are nearly evenly



distributed between the Maroczy and £c4 variations), the bulk of which occur at the club level.

1.e4 c5 2.3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2xd4 297 5.9¢3 Dcb
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6.2b3

This move tends to be played later on anyway in the £e2 system, in order to hinder Black from playing ...d7-d5 (note
that the Maroczy and £c4 variation both target the d5-square), so some players prefer to play 6.b3 directly without
committing the Bishop to €3.

6. de2

.......

E aw®s F
a b c de f gh

Thisis not part of the 2e2 system so | just mention it in passing. Some people who like to fianchetto their light-bishop
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in other Sicilians play this *Chameleon’ line; such variations are apt against tamer Sicilians like the Ngjdorf, not the

unforgiving Accelerated Dragon.
6..2f6 7.93

(7.84 d5'N 8.exd5 (8.5)xd5? HixedT) 8..5b4 9.56f4 (9.5)g3 0-0 10.8¢4 Wc7 11.£b3 Bd82) 9...£5

A N w b OO N

10.£b5+ &f8 11.£d3 Hxd3+ 12.cxd3 g5 13.50fe2 Hxd5 14.£xg5 Hxc3 15.bxc3 £xd3 16.0-0 £c4=)

7...b5! 8.292 £b8 9.0-0 0-0

A N w b OO N

10.h3

a) 10.d5 d6 11.£95 (11.h3 »Hd7 12.c3 6 13.2b4 Hxb4 14.cxb4 Hb6F Polgar,Z (2550)-Georgiev,V (2615) Matinhos
1994) 11...5d7 12.c3 Ee8 13.20d4 Hxd4 14.cxd4 Db6 15.0b4 £b7 16.8c1 Wd7 17.b3 a5 18.9¢2 bd= 1-0 (57)

E &@/,?
11 1181

% % ﬁx/

aaaaaa

// @ 0 //

%E% Wﬁ%

.....

aaaaaaaaaaaa

abcdefgh

:é'/.-’/fé %-":/ f/‘/ :é'/.-’/fé %
/E/ g : % /
f,,,:é, = == 7

.......

A
7, /@% %y 5
AR ANQUR

szszszsz

Kuzmin,G (2540)-Macigja,B (2460) St Petersburg 1996;




b) 10.£f4 d6 11.Wd2 b4 12.5)d5 & g4 13.8abl £ge5 14.b3 e6 15.5e3 Wab+;
10...b4 11.50d5 £a86 12.8el Hxd5 13.exd5 Dab

E W Eé
1 /1%1%1

%/ Dy
a2,
.. HA

ﬁ%%/@%i%

aaaaaaaa

A N w o N o

aaaaaa

14.2f4
(14.5d4 &4 15.8b1 5! 16.dxeb fxebT)
14...2c8 15.d6 €6 16.a3 b3! 17.cxb3 Wh6 18.b4 &4+ Perovic-Nikolic, Pula 1991.

6...2f6 7.£e2 0-0 8.0-0

There are ways of playing thisin the spirit of the Accelerated Dragon but | think Black’ s best and simplest path isto
proceed in Dragon style with ...d7-d6 and ...£.c8-€6, aiming to play ...d6-d5.

8...d6
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9.205

Thisislikely to be White' sideaiif they play 6.2b3 directly.
9.f42
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9..b5!'2;
9.%h1 £e6 10.f4 Wc8! Preventing f4-f5.
(10...d5?! 11.f5 28 12.exd5 H\b4 13.fxg6 hxg6 14.2f3 £f5 15.65)d4+)
11.2€e3
(11.f5? gxf5 12.exf5 £xf5+ One might think White has some compensation because Black’ s kingposition has been



compromised but the far more salient factor is Black’s superiority in the center.)
11...2d8= White cannot prevent ...d6-d5, which asarule (at |east) equalizes for Black.;
9.5el £66 10.£f1d5 11.40¢5

(11.exd5 Dxd5 12.%e4 b6=)

11...dxe4 12.5xe6 Wxd1 13.2xd1 fxe6 14.2c4 bf 7% Black’ stripled pawns are not to be scoffed at; they restrict White's
pieces by controlling important central squares.

9..£€6 10.&h1

White signals his intention to continue with f2-f4. Since White' s bishop ison g5, it isno longer realistic for Black to
aim for ...d6-d5, so he refocuses attention toward the queenside.

10.f4?1 b5!2

10...Bc8 11.f4 a6
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Black can take histime on the queenside because if White continues with f4-f5 then Black will happily take possession
of the €5 sgquare with his knight.

12.¥el

12.f5 &d7! 13.%cl H\e5 14.Wf4 b52;
12.2f3 »d7!? Just one idea of many. 13.8b1 £xc3 14.bxc3 Wc77,;

12.84 a5 13.5xab Wxab 14.£2d3 &fe8 15.We2 Wh4 16.a5 £g4 17.W%d2 £d7 Black threatens ...d6-d5 thanks to the pin
on the c3-knight. 18.We2?! Wixb2 19.2xf6 £xf6 20.2d5 £b5 21.2xb5 ¥Wxb5 22.Wxb5 axb5 23.82abl Ec5+ 0-1 (42)
Anand,V (2715)-Topaov, V (2640) Linares 1994.

12...b5
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13.f5 £d7 14.¥h4 He5 15.d4 Echl2

Black intends ...¥/d8-a8 with prospects for the thematic ...&xc3 Sicilian exchange sacrifice.

15...0¢cA? 16.5d5 Hxd5 17.exd5t
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1.e4 c52.93 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2xd4 £g7 5.9¢3 Db 6.2e3 Hf6
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7.8€2

7.5\xc6 bxc6 8.5 Ng8! (8...d5 | never liked this pawn sacrifice but several grandmasters have played it. 9.2xd5 cxd5
10.Wxd5 £b8wx) 9.f4 Hh6 10.¥d2 0-0 11.0-0-0 d6!=;

7.4
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7...0-0 8.2€2 Black can of course continue with 8...d6 here and transpose to the ordinary Dragon but |;suggest we only




do so after White has displaced his knight from the active d4-square.

(8.5 White can’t afford such extensions before castling and completing development. 8...e8 9.Wf3 (9.2xc6?! bxcb
10.h4?! d6 11.h5 ¥a5 12.hxg6 hxg6+; 9.¥d2 d622) 9...d6 10.0-0-0 (10.2)xc6? bxcb 11.¥xc6 £d77) 10...2d72)

8...e5!
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9.2 db5 Black has safe paths to equality here like 9...2e8, but the following opportunity, while messy and slightly risky,
is far too appealing to pass up.

(9.fxe5 H)xe5 10.0-0 d6 11.£g5 h6 12.2h4 g5 13.£93 Wh6 14.h1 Hegd 15.9d3 Hh5e; 9.5)xc6 dxcs 10.fxe5
Dgdl2)

9..2xe4!IN 10.2xed d5 11.0f2
(11.5ed6 ab 12.%xc8 Exc8 13.2a7 &Hxar 14.2xar b6+)
11..a6 12.9a3 exf4 13.&cl
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Black’s compensation is of along-term nature. For the sacrificed piece he currently has two pawns, control over the
center, and most of White's pieces are awkwardly placed. Black can ‘just play’ the position, even the computer givesits

approval (“0.00") to several moves (13...2e8, 13...%h4, 13...50d4). The following isjust one possible continuation.
13...f3!? 14.8xf3

(14.gxf3? ¥h4 15.0-0 £d4 16.c3 2a7 17.4c2 £h3 18.8e3 &xe3 19.5xe3 Wg5+ 20.82h1 &xf1 21.5)xf1 EfeB=)
14..2e8+ 15.f1 H\d4 16.c3 Hxf3

......

.....

A N w b o N
N

aaaaaaa

17.gxf3
(17.%/xf3 d4! 18.2d2 £e6 19.2el Wh6+)
17...d4! 18.2f4
(18.cxd4? £f519.d5 &c8 20.h4 b5 21.5b1 b4 F)



18...dxc3 19.%xd8 Exd8 20.bxc3 £xc3 21.2d1 £e6 22.2xd8+ Exd8 23.9b1 £d4 24.a3 Hc8 25.¢g2 Hc2 26.5)d2 Ha2=

7...d5!?
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Black is not supposed to be able to play this; the general ruleisthat, except in extraordinary circumstances, Black must
castle before playing this. Obedience to that rule is likely why this move has never been played by a 2400+ player (at
least according to the database). Computers are helpful for showing us the exceptions to our rule of thumb heuristics.
Nevertheless, Black is not better off here than heisin the main line (7...0-0), it isjust another path to easy equality.

8.£b5

8.exd5 Hxd5 9.0xc6 bxcb 10.2xd5 ¥xd5 11.0-0 0-0= We have transposed to the 7...0-0 8.0-0 d5 line.
8...0-0 9.8xc6

9.2xc6 bxcb 10.2xc6 Eb8x

9...bxc6 10.9xc6 ¥c7 11.exd5 eb!
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12.b5 Wb7 13.5d6 Wc7 14.9b5 Wb7=;
12.%d2 exd5 13.0d4 Hed 14.%xed dxed=

12...exd5 13.2d4

13.0b4 9 g4 14.93 Hxe3 15.fxe3 d4F

13..5g4 14.93 Hxe3 15.fxe3 ®h7=
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1.e4 c5 2.3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2xd4 £97 5.¢3 Dcb 6.2e3 Df6 7.2e2 0-0
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8.2b3

We previously considered this move coupled with £c1—g5; here Black proceedsin essentially the same way.
8.Wd2? d5 9.exd5 Hxd5 10.2xd5

(10.0-0-0 &xe3 11.5xc6 Wxd2+ 12.8xd2 HHf5 13.5b4 £h6—+ 0-1 (13) Salimbagat,R (2269)-Panjwani,R (2393)
World Open 2016)

10...5\xd4! 11.2xe7+

(11.2x04 Wrxd5 12.82xg7 ¥xg2! 13.2xf8 Wxhl+ 14.2f1 Wed+ 15.£2e2 bxf8T)
11...Wxe7 12.£xd4 £xd4 13.¥xd4 Ze8 14.We3 Wha+ 15.Wd27!

(15.c3 Wad¥)
15...8xe2+ 16.oxe2 g4+ 17.f3 Ze8+ 18.¢2d1 Wxb2 19.8¢1 Whe—+

8...d6!

As per our recipe, we transpose to the Classical Dragon when White commits to £b3.

8...a85 | used to follow Donaldson and Silman in playing this Accelerated Dragon-style move, but unfortunately | don’t
think it equalizes. 9.a4 d5?!

(9..55b42! 10.f4 (10.0-0 d5 11.65 Hed 12.f3 Hixc3 13.bxc3 £)1c6 14.f4 6 15.exf6 £xf6 16.#d2 e6) 10...d5 11.65 Hed
12.5\b514)

10.exd5 9\b4
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11.813
(11.d6 &f5 12.6)d4 (12.dxe7 Wixe7 13.5)d4 2fd8T) 12.. ¥xd6=)
11...b6N
a) 11...204 12.8xg4 Hxg4 13.Wxg4 (13.2d4 &xd4 14.9xd4 Hf6=) 13...0xc2+ 14.cbe2+ (14.sed2+);

b) 11...8f5 12.5)d4 HHfxd5 13.0xF5 Hxc3 14.1xd8 Bfxd8 15.5)xe7+ $f8 16.0-0 Hxc2 17.£c5 £d4 18.6)c6+ £xc5
19.5xd8 2xd8 20.2acl % e3 21.28fell+;

12.d6 £g4 13.8xg4 Hixg4 14.¥xg4 Hixc2+ 15.50e2 Hixal 16.2xal Wxd6 17.8d1 ¥xh2 18.2f4 5 19.Wf3 Wha 20.5)d4
€5 21.893+

9.0-0

9.f4 266 10.g4
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Thisisthe old * Rabinovich Attack’, popularized in the 1930s by Kan, Levenfish, Bondarevsky, and Alekhine. 10...2c8
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(10...d5? 11.f5 £c8 12.exd5 Hb4 13.%d2 (13.£f3 gxf5 14.a3 fxg4 15.292 Nab 16.Wd3 e6 17.0-0-0 Hxd5 18.h3 g3
19.2hgl Wd6 20.£xd5 exd5 21.5xd5 2h8 22.4f4+— 1-0 (38) Fischer,R-Reshevsky,S Los Angeles 1961; 13.d6 ¥xd6
14.8c5 Wf4 15.5f1 Wixh2 16.2xb4 Hixgs 17.8xg4 W3+ 18.8f2 Wgl+ 19.5f1 Wg3+ 20.2f2 Wgl+ 1/2-1/2 (20)
Alekhine, A-Botvinnik,M Nottingham 1936) 13...22fxd5 14.2xd5 Wxd5 15.0-0-0! ¥xd2+ 16.&xd2z)

11.f5

(11.g5 ©d7 12.h4 Ac5! 13.5%c5 (13.8xc5 dxc5 14.Wxd8 Efxd8 15.2xc5 Nd4 16.5xe6 Dxe6¥) 13...dxc5 14.%xd8
Bfxd8 15.8xc5 Dd4 16.2xd4 &xd4 17.£d3 &xc3+ 18.bxc3 Exc37)

11...2xb3! Thank you to Daniel Vanheirzeele for informing me of thisidea. 12.cxb3

\"\

A N w o N

(12.axb3 Thisisaworse version for White than 12.cxb3 since the c2-pawn falls in the main line-12.:.d5!; 13.exd5



(13.5xd5 H)xedT) 13...504 14.813 (14.8¢4 a67) 14..5fxd5!! 15.0xd5 (15.2xd5 £xc3+ 16.bxc3 Exc3 17.2h6 Whe!!
18.fxg6 hxg6 19.2e4 Hd8 20.We2 W6 21.8a5 Wha+ 22.Wf2 Wixgd—) 15..H\xc2+ 16.5f2 Hixal 17.¥xal 6 1816
exd5 19.fxg7 BeST)

12...d5! 13.exd5 H\b4
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14.2f3

(14.2c4 Here | prefer the simple 14...%a5 but 14...b5 leads to interesting complications. Unlike in the 12.axb3 line,
14...a6 is not playable here because White has a2-a3 available to him in thisline. 14...%a5!

a) 14...a6 15.95 9 eB 16.a3t;

b) 14...b5 15.5xb5 H)fxd5 (15...5bxd5 16.2xa7 Was+ 17.Wd2 ¥xd2+ 18.sexd2 Hixga 19.che2t) 16.8xa7 £xb2 17.0-
Oco;
15.0-0 &cd8=)
14... 5 fxd5!! 15.0xd5
(15.£xd5 £xc3+ 16.bxc3 Bxc3 17.8xf7+ oxf77)
15...0c2+ 16.%f2
(16.5of1 Wixd5! 17.8xd5 Hxe3+7)
16...0xal 17.%xal e6 18.f6 exd5 19.fxg7 Ze8F Practically speaking, Whiteis just lost here — computer level accuracy
isrequired to only remain slightly worse.

9..82€6
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10.f4

10.%d2 d5=;

10.2)d4 d5 11.)xe6
(11.exd5 £xd5=)

11...fxe6 12.exd5 exd5=

10...8c8

% V/:h’.-/?:ﬁ :;’////:’/ %
W T Qe
LA A LA y.-

.....
;;;;;;;

%:f i, o b %:-f o,
ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁé/%

.........

AN w o N @
A
\%
\i-é
x\

aaaaa

abcdefgh

This position has been defended on the Black side by such champions as Khalifman and Kramnik. White' s attack is not
to be underestimated, but Black’ s resilience and counterattacking chances are fully adequate.




10...¥¢8!? 11.h3 Bd8 12.2f3 H\d7 13.Wd2 Hb6=
11.Wel

11.f5?2 White cannot just ‘go for it’; too many weaknesses are created in the process. 11...2d7 12.g4 He5! 13.g5?
(13.d2 £xc3! 14.bxc3 £06%)

13...Bxc3!—+ Just thirteen moves and White is toast.;

11.g4 ©ab Another thematic ideato keep in mind. 12.f5
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12..&c4!

(12...£d7?! We were happy to move back to d7 when the knight’ s arrival on €5 was imminent but here White's attack
istoo fast. 13.2d2 (13.g5? Exc3!¥) 13...2¢c6 14.8f2 {He5 15.95 £e8 16.h4—)

13.05
(13.£d3 Hxb3 (13...0d7 14.£xa7w) 14.axb3 £xd3 15.cxd3 d5! 16.95? d4+)
13..d7
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14.2d3
(14.2xa7 £xc3 (14...2e5!7%) 15.bxc3 &xe2 16.Wxe2 Bxc3 17.£d4 Ec82)

14...2xc3! Black creates atarget for his queenside counterplay. The g7-bishop is often aliability anyway when White
threatens f5-f6, etc. 15.bxc3 25 16.2d4

(16.Ecl d5T)
16...0ac62;
11.52h1 a6 12.g4
(12.%el Thistransposesto 11.Wel.; 12.2f3 Ad7!2 Intending ... d7-b6-c4.)
12...d5! 13.f5 d4! 14.5xd4 Dxd4 15.£xd4
(15.Wxd4 ¥xd4 16.2xd4 &.c47)
15...&c4%
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Black has full compensation, White hasto play accurately to not become worsg;
11.2f3
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11...5d7!2 The reader might have noticed this is a common way to meet 2e2-f3. Black can temporarily remove the d7-
retreat square from his bishop since White has relinquished control over ¢4, and if Black achieves ...\ d7-b6-c4 he will
take over the initiative.

11...a6 12.&2h1
12.82d1 Hgd2

12...b5 13.8d1
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13...b4!N

13...2d7 14.f5 &c4

(14...£xb3 15.cxb3£ 0-1 (50) Negi,P-Kryvoruchko,Y FIDE World Cup 2013)
15.2xc4 bxc4 16.50d2

(16.9 04 Hxd4 17.8xd4 £xd4 18.8xd4 Wb6 19.2d1 Hf6 20.2f3 cbg7=)
16...2xc3

(16...%ab!? 17.)d5 (17.9xc4 £xc3 18.Wxc3 Wxc3 19.bxc3 Dch8!F) 17...e6! 18.fxeb (18.9f4 Wxa2 19.fxeb fxeb2)
18...fxe6 19.5)f4 Wxa2wo (19...5)d8!7))

17.bxc3 Wab 18./f3 Eb82
14.5a4 pxed 15.8b6 WeB 16.2xab Hf6 17.£xc8 ¥xc8
Black’ s compensation is undeniable.

18.2d4 £d7 19.0f3 ¥b7 20.£91
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20..22d8! 21.b3 »e6 22.5)d4 Hd5 23.f5 Defd 24.¥g3 Dh5 25.%f3 Wass
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1.e4 c52.93 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2xd4 £g7 5.2¢3 Db 6.£e3 Hf6 7.£62 0-0 8.0-0 d5
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If Black played 8...d6 instead, we would have a position from the Classical Dragon where Black would intend to play
9...d5 next. Thisisthe sense in which we are effectively up atempo in the Accelerated Dragon.
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9.9 xc6

Not the most popular but in my opinion White' s best.
9.exd5 Hxd5 10./xd5
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The following choice isjust a matter of taste: both lead to very dry, equal endgames. | tend to prefer 10...%xd4 because
it keeps Black’s pawn structure in tact.

(10.Dxc6 bxcb 11.5xd5 cxd5 12.2f3 £b7 13.¢4 d4 14.2xb7 b8 15.2d2 Exb7 16.b4 €5=)
10...5Hxd4

(10...Wxd5 11.£f3 Wca (11...%ab 12.5\xc6 bxc6 13.¥cl 8b8 14.¢3 c5 15.2d1 White is not better, but our current
world champion has taught us with his games that enduring even mild unpleasantness such as this can be made to be a
Herculean task.) 12.5)xc6 (12.2e2 Wb47) 12...bxc6 13.c3 £f5 14.Wh3 (14.2e2 Web 15.Wad Bfb8 16.£c4 ¥c8 17.2b3
£66=) 14...Wa6 15.2.c5 Hab8 16.Wa3 Wxa3 17.2xa3 Bfc8=)

11.&xd4
(11.804 €5 12.c3 £66=)

11...Wxd5 12.8xg7 ¥xd1 13.2axdl bxg7 14.2d2
(14.£13 £e6=)

14...2e6 15.52fd1 Efc8 16.a3 Hab8=

9...bxc6 10.e5
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This system is underrated, and Black needs to be alittle careful here. Computersinitially think every move is absolutely
equal, but they are slow at grasping the positional pressure White can apply if Black does not act fast.

10...9e4!

Liquidating the position isin my judgment the easiest path to equality for Black.

10...20e8 This (like 10...22d7) is thematic but Black needs to play very energetically to cope with his static weaknesses
and the requisite level of accuracy makes this arisky variation to enter into. 11.f4 f6 12.exf6 £xf6 13.¥d2 £b8

(13...0d6? 14.2xd5%)
14.b3 &\d6 15.2ad1 Wc7
(15...£f5 16.2f3 | prefer White.)



16.984 €5 17.fxe5 Hed 18.Wel £xe5 19.8xf8+ 2xf8 20.%h4 g8wo;
10..5d7 11.f4 e6

(11...f62 12.5xd5! fxe5 13.fxe5 Dxeb 14.9)f4x)
12.9a4 &b

(12...f6 13.exf6 Wixf6 14.c3 These positions are just much easier to play for White, so | recommend avoiding them,
even though Black must objectively be fine.; 12...%ab 13.c4 a6 14.2d2 Wc7 15.8c1 Wb7 16.Wel 2fc8 17.2f3 dxc4
18.Wha Wh5 19.03 ¥d5 20.263 Wab 21.8xc4 £xcd 22.8xc4 b6 23.5)xb6 axb6T 0-1 (40) Paiva,J-Panno,O (2570)
Sao Paulo 1972)

13. % d2?!
(013.c4! 16 14.cxd5 cxd5 15.exf6t)

13... 8206 14.c4 Wb8 15.cxd5 £xe2 16.¥xe2 cxd5 17.8acl g5! 20 0-1 (38) Mahia,G (2380)-Sorokin,M (2490) Pehugjo
1993,

11.9xed dxed 12.¥xd8
12.%d4 Wd5=

12...Exd8 13.8fd1 £e6 14.2d4
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14...c5!

14...2d7 15.a4 Nigel Short demonstrates what can go wrong for Black if heisn’'t careful. 15...f5? 16.exf6 exf6 17.a5
b7 18.f3 exf3 19.8xf3 Ec7 20.b4!x 1-0 (59) Short,N (2685)-Y rjola,J (2485) Manila 1992.

15.4c3

15.&xc5 2dc8=



15...f516.b3
16.exf6 £xf6 17.2xf6 exf6=

16...f7=
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Neither side can make progress; Black should resort to waiting moves (...2h6-g7, etc.) until White initiates exchanges.
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7.8c4: ANTI-YUGOSLAV VARIATION

CHAPTER 2

1.e4 c5 2.3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2xd4 £97 5.¢3 D cb 6.2€3 D6 7.2c4 Wab

A N w o N
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| follow Donaldson and Silman in referring to this system asthe * Anti-Y ugoslav variation’. In their words, “We call this
system the Anti-Y ugoslav because 7...%a5 more or less forces White to castle kingside and thus avoids the dangers of
the Yugoslav Attack in the Dragon.”

This concession from White is not without compromise from Black. In his repertoire book on the White side of 1.e4,
Negi points out the defects in Black’s position: “...the queen on a5 is badly placed — it just getsin the way of Black’s
typica planslike...»a5, or ...b5/...a5. Now ...b5 can always be met by a2-a3 without any worries. Black also has the
typica plan of ...22xd4 and ...£c6 available but if White avoids playing f2-f4, the positions after d5 (intending to meet
...&xd5 with exd5) seem quite pleasant for him. Moreover, it is not easy for Black to find a new square for the queen.
Going to c7 will only encourage £g5, with ideas of 2xf6 and 2 d5, so the most common plan is ... #h5. Although this
may offer afew tactical tricks, it’s hard to believe that the queen can be well placed there.” | do not disagree with Negi
— Black’s queen usually does need to be relocated from a5, because the c6-Knight wants that square, and very often
Black’s maneuversin this system are (in hiswords) “hard to believe”. That being said, the fact that White players will
be incredul ous towards Black’ s maneuversis a positive feature of Black’s strategy (in this specific variation and more
broadly in the Accelerated Dragon), not areason to avoid thisline.

In my experience playing this system over the board for more than sixteen years, White players have real difficulty
managing their position, because Black’s Queen on a5 means that play neither resembles the Y ugoslav Attack nor does
it follow the usual pathsin the £c4/0-0 Dragon. White therefore must be extremely accurate in order to pose any
problems whatsoever for Black, and more often than not White players are unprepared to do so. Black, in hisfavor, is
usually confined to deciding between afew typical themes, and that makes his life much easier.

In the introduction to the book | mentioned that | was initially drawn to this system for itsincredible “cheapo potential”,
but to reassure the reader that thisis a serious, safe, and reliable counter to 7.2c4, | point out that 1vanchuk relied on
this system at the highest stage when he employed it against Grischuk in the London Candidates, 2013 (see 10.2d5!?in
the next subchapter).

8.0-0

Conventional wisdom dictates that thisis basically forced, but in my opinion 8.f3 is not to be underestimated either.
8.%d2? For White players who have never seen 7...%a5, this blunder is not arare occurrence. 8...Axed! 9.9xc6
(9.2xed Wxd2+ 10.9Hxd2 Hxd4+)
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I’ ve had the pleasure of playing this over the board many times. Black is up at least apawn in al variations.;

8..b3? Another frequent sighting when facing unprepared opposition. 8...%b4! 9.2d3

(9.2d2 Apparently, according to Donaldson and Silman, this was an idea of the late GM Pilnik, who felt that White
had enough compensation for a pawn. Plausible as it may have been at the time, modern computers demonstrate
concretely that White just ends up suffering here — and being down material. 9...%xb2 10.2b5 We5 11.f4 ¥h8 12.65

Hxe5! 13.fxe5 Wxe5 14.0f1 Hga! 15.¥xga ¥xal+ 16.%f2 0-0F)

B & @ B
11 111981

4 41

aaaaaa

Dy ? /
%@@ga %W
AR HKAK

...............

=B B

aaaaa

a b cde f g h

0..5\xed! 10.2xed &xc3+ 11.bxc3 Wxed+;

8.f3!1? Thismove is highly underrated; for example, Donaldson and Silman, aswell as Negi give the move a question
mark. 8...¥b4!
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Black must not allow White to play ¥d2 and 0-0-0, establishing a Y ugoslav setup. The ‘ Anti-Y ugoslav variation’
wouldn’t be aptly named if it allowed this! 9..db5! White takes advantage of Black’s queen being on b4, and therefore
the c7 square being vulnerable. This move has surprisingly been overlooked by other commentators.

(9.£03? Hxed 10.5)xc6 £xc3+ 11.bxc3 Wxc3+ 12.50e2 dxco 13.Wd4 Wxd4 14.2xd4 Hf6 15.2hel Eg8! Keeping the
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king centralized in anticipation of the endgame. 16.52f2 Hd5T)

0...Wxc4!

(9...0-0 10.£b3 d6 11.Wd2 £d7 12.0-0-0 Thisis‘just agame', of course, but White has succeeded in establishing the

Y ugoslav setup, so on principle we do not allow it.)
10.)c7+ 2d8 11.5)xa8 b6 12.a4 £b7 13.5)xb6

(13.85 bxab 14.65 68 15.2a4 Web 16.f4 &xad—+ 0-1 (31) Tatekhin,V (2154)-Danin,A (2543) Belgorod 2011)

13...axb6 14.£xb6+ &c8 15.85
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A highly unusual position has arisen. If memory serves, it was Bent Larsen who claimed that in unusual positions the
best moves are often unusual themselves. The following maneuever may appear unusual, but it will be arecurring
theme in this book. 15...2e8! Black’s knight unblocks the g7 bishop and heads to d6, targeting the ¢4 square. 16.5a4
Ad6! 17.2e3 Wh5 18.Wd5 La6=

8..0-0
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By far the most popular move for White here is 9.£b3, which will be the subject of the next few chapters. Here we
consider alternatives for White.

9.2b3

Thisisaclever line: if Black continues 9...%a5-d8, White intends to accept the loss of atempo ‘with’ &¢4-e2, becalise



Black haslost two tempi with ...%d8-a5-d8. Thus, a position from the Classical Dragon is reached a full tempo up for
White. This was reason enough for Donaldson and Silman to attribute a“?” to 9...¥d8, but in my judgment the
Classical Dragonis‘so equa’ that even atempo down, Black has no problems.

9.f3? ¥c5 10.£b3
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If you ask a seasoned Accelerated Dragon player how many times the d4-knight is currently under attack, they will

surely say “three”, never forgetting to include the g7-bishop, which can be uncovered with tempo. 10...2g4! 11.fxg4
Sxd4 12.8xd4 Hxd4 13.52h1 We5 14.50d5 Hc6=;

9..d5 White cannot hope for an advantage by releasing the central tension so quickly. 9....xd5 10.exd5 £xd4 11.&xd4
eb! 12.dxe6 dxe6 13.2xg7 xg7=

9..%ds!



A /éy o 3

%@@ / o

................

A N w o N o

abcdefgh

I recommend calling White out on their cleverness. If White plays the 7.£.c4 variation against the Accelerated Dragon
(as opposed to 7.£€2) in the hope that they will be able to favorably transpose into a 7.£€2 line, then they probably
don’t have much experience with £e2 systems, so we should welcome this transposition. Besides, it is no more correct
to say that Black isdown atempo in thislinethan it isto say that Black is up atempo in the Classical line as compared
to this one! Retreating the queen to d8 is the simplest way for Black to handle the position; he intends to continue in the
same fashion as | recommended in the £e2 chapter. It is worth mentioning that super GM Malakhov has adopted this
move in more than one tournament game.

9..Wh5
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| used to enjoy playing this when | was younger. It amazed me that Black’s queen could get away with such tightrope
acrobatics. Unfortunately | can’t recommend this for anything other than, perhaps, blitz chess. 10.£2e2 ¥h4 11.f3 Ah5
12.Wd2



(12.£f2? Onelittle inaccuracy from White and Black is back in business. 12...%g5 13.4\d5 e6 14.£e3 Wh4 15.%d2
265 16.f4 £xb2 17.8abl £g7o0)

12...265 13.f4 &xc3 14.Wxc3 Hf6 15.9d2 d5 16.50f3 Wh5 17.e5 H\ed 18.Wd3+;
0..Wc7
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10.£95+ Perhapsit isalittle harsh to evaluate this as +=, because the truth is, it is just an interesting game after, for
example, 10...e6!?. In this opening, though, what mattersisthe level of counterplay, not objective assessment. With
White threatening £g5xf6 and £c3-d5, Black’s counterplay is put on hold in order to defend further, and so compared
to 10...%d8! which genuinely offers equal chances, | assess this as slightly preferable for White.

(10.f4 d6 11.8€2 a6 12.Wel 204 13.8xg4 Hxgd 14.5d5 Bd8 (14... 108 15.c3 €6 16.9)06 Hxe3 17.Wxe3 Wa7 18.2adl
Rad8=) 15.8b6 Wd7 16.2d1 56 17.5)xf6+ £xf6 18.65 1-0 (62) Wei Yi (2641)-Bu Xiangzhi (2710) Zhongshan
CHN 2014)
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10.&£e2

10.£g5 d6 11.2el

(11.8xf6?! £xf6F Since Black’s queen is on d8 (and not ¢7), Black can recapture with the bishop without fearing £ c3-
d5xf6.)

11..5\d7 12.%9d2 $\b6 13.262 266 14.2h6 Ec8 15.8xg7 dxg7 16.8adl &icd

(16...0€5 17.0d5 £xd5 18.exd5 ¥c7 19.c3 Ecd8 20.0d4+ 1/2-1/2 (56) Perez Candelario,M (2474)-Malakhov,V
(2664) Sanxenxo ESP 2004)

17.&xc4 &xc4 18.5d5 bs5= Black will continue with atypical minority attack on the queenside.

10...d6
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Since this variation is discussed, tempo up, in the chapter on the £e2 (Classical) Accelerated Dragon, here we will only
consider attempts by White to take advantage of the extratempo with aggressive play. If White sticks to slow
maneuvering, the extratempo will be diluted over time.

................
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1174

11.%d2 a5 12.a4 2e6 13.8fd1 Hc8 14.f3 H\d7 15.5)d4 & xd4 16.£xd4 &xda+ 17.Wxd4 Wbe 18.2b5 Wxd4+ 19.8xd4
96 20.¢ef2 Ecb 21.2d2 2fc8F 0-1 (58) Recuero Guerra,D (2407)-Malakhov,V (2690) Benidorm ESP 2007.

11..266 12.94

The test of whether Black can get away with playing this system down atempo is whether such immediate attacks work
for White. Fortunately, they don’t, so as Black we should provoke and welcome White to overreach. 12.%el Zc8
13.%h4 b4 14.8ac1? Hxc3! 15.bxc3 Dxa2+

12.. 58 13.95

13.f5 2d7 14.%el?! A typical method of attack but simply inadequate here. 14...e5 15.%h4?! Exc3! 16.bxc3 Hxed+

13...90e8 14.f5 £d7 15.¥el
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White is overextended; the onus is now on Black to hit back and demonstrate the soundness of Black’ s counterplay,
even down atempo.

15...8xc3! 16.%xc3
16.bxc3 £ e5F

16...2e5 17.%d2 gxf5! 18.exf5 f6le
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Black has counterattacking ideas such as ...&2h8/2g8, ... e8-g7, and ...£d7-c6. White' sking is weaker than Black’s,
because whereas Black’s king can hide on h8, White's corresponding hl square is vulnerable to ...2d7-c6 (a
consequence of White's overextension).
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1.e4 c5 2.5f3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2xd4 D6 5.0c3 297 6.2e3 Df6 7.2c4 Wa5 8.0-0 0-0 9.£b3 d6
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White' s options are limited, as Black threatens ...\ f6-g4.
10.5d5

Played in Grischuk-Ivanchuk, London Candidates 2013. After that game, | considered this move to be the critical test of
this entire variation. However, | now consider it to be harmless, and not just because of 10...%d8!.

10.f3 This move is played often, but it is clearly inferior to 10.h3, because Black can continue in the same way as he
does in the main line, except White will eventually lose atempo when he inevitably plays f3-f4. 10...2d7

(10...Hxd4 Thisis playable but unnecessary. 11.2xd4 £e6 12.f4 (12.5d5 £xd5 13.exd5 Hd7 14.c3 £xd4+ 15.¥xd4
Efe8 16.2fel a6 17.8e2 Wc5 18.Wxc5 Hxc5 19.2ael &f8 20.£c2 b5=) 12...Wa6! ? 13.2el Wc6 14.Hd5%)

11.Wd2 Hxd4 12.8xd4 £.c6 13.8adl Hd7=
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Black has solved his opening problems. It is crucial to understand that if Black succeeds in exchanging on d4, and
exchanging queens with ...Wa5-c5, then Black isto be preferred (though not enough to seriously plan for more than a
draw), for typical Sicilian reasons:. more central pawns, potential queenside minority attack, etc.;

10.W¥d2? Hixdd! (10...Hxed 11.5xc6+) 11.8xd4 (11.Wxdd HodF) 11...HxedT
10.. ¥d8IN

Black vacates the a5-square for his knight, leaving White with the only piece in ‘no man’sland’ (the 5th rank).
10...9xd5!? 11.exd5 He5 12.h3 Wabe;
10...8e8 11.5xf6+ £xf6 12.c3 &d7

(12...e5? Thiswas Ivanchuk’s choice, and it turned out okay for him — though he lost the game, it was due to the
clock rather than the position. White, however, could have posed serious problems with 13.f4! 13.f4! (13.h3 Wa6
14.9¢2 Hd3 15.Wf3 26 16.2d4 &xd4 17.5xd4 £c4= 1-0 (39) Grischuk,A (2764)-1vanchuk,V (2757) London ENG
2013) 13...0g4 14.2c1!+ Black’sknight is stranded on g4, and White' s b3-bishop will coordinate with his f1-rook to
target f7 after f4-f5.)

13.f4 Hxd4 14.8xd4 &xd4+ 15.%xd4 ¥c5=
11.5Hxf6+

11.f3 Black has his pick of waysto equalise. 11...&d7

(11...0a5 12.c3 &Hxd5 13.exd5 £d7=; 11...5xd5 12.£xd5 €6!? 13.2xc6 bxcb 14.2xc6 Wc7 15.4d4 Eb8 16.8bl 2a6
17.8el Bfd8s With two bishops and ...d6-d5 imminent, Black’s compensation is undeniable.)

12.c3 Hab= Black’s queenside counterplay, combining a minority attack with infiltration via ...Aa5-c4, is simple and
strong.

11..&xf6
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12.c3

12.5xc6 bxc6 13.c3 ¢5 14.£c4 Eb8 15.8b1 Wab2 Black prepares to exchange light squared bishops with either ...c8-e6
or ...2c8-ab, releasing pressure from the f7-pawn, so that White' s f4-f5 loses force. The onus will then be on White to
defend against Black’s ensuing b-file pressure.;

12.f4 Hab 13.c3 £ xb3 14.axb3
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14...a5! 15.%f3 &£d7 16.f5 b52 Thisistypical of Black’s counterplay in this variation.

12...5a5! 13.%d2

13.2d5 €6 14.2b3 a6 15.5)c2 b5 16.2f4 £e5!=



13..8d7

Black prepares to take on b3, then charge forward on the queenside with ...a7-a5/b7-b5/a5-a4. It is unclear what White
isdoing; 14.f4 only creates weaknesses.

14.f4 Dxb3 15.axb3 5! 16.2e2 £c6 17.2g3 d5!=
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The first major branching point for this variation. Black intends ...%\c6xd4, followed by ...£d7-c6 and ... f6-d7. Ideally,
Black will exchange dark squared bishops on d4, as well as queens (after ...Wa5-c5). Black seeks out an endgame for
obvious reasons: Black’s trumps include a central pawn majority and the prospect of along term queenside minority
attack coupled with play along the half-open c-file. White is banking on obtaining a middlegame initiative as
compensation for these long term disadvantages, so White will try to avoid exchanges. The two most sensible moves
here are 11.2el, recommended by Negi, and the main line, 11.f4. These two moves will be covered in the next two
subchapters.

10...0xd4 11.£xd4 £e6 12.9d5+

\\‘\\\\

11513
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11.%d2? A surprisingly common blunder — the database shows that even grandmasters have fallen for this. 11...5xd4
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12.2xd4?!

(12.¥xd4 Most strong players catch their blunder and choose to accept a worse endgame rather than lose a pawn.
12...g4 13.Wd5 Wxd5 14.5xd5 Hxe3 15.4xe7+ h8 16.fxe3 2ae8 17.0d5 £xb2 18.2abl £65 (18...£97 19.0f6
£xf6 20.8xf6= 1-0 (75) Medvegy,Z (2474)-Stolz,M (2391) Balatonlelle 2005; 18...£a3 19.2)f6 Ee7 20.5xd7 Exd7
21.£d5= 1/2-1/2 (29) Simacek,P (2476)-Malinovsky,K (2367) Olomouc 2009) 19.2f6 £d8 20.2d5 b6 21.5xd7
Bxd77)

12..5Hxe4! 13.We3
(13.2xed Wixd2 14.5xd2 £xd4¥)
13...&xd4 14.Wxe4 £2xc3 15.bxc3 Wg5+ 0-1 (70) Hou Yifan (2584)-Bacrot,E (2721) Villarrobledo ESP 2009;



11.%d3 Black proceeds with the usual plan of ...c6xd4, ...&d7-c6, and ...»f6-d7. 11..5xd4 12.£xd4 £c6 13.2ael
Nd7 14.8xg7 $oxg7 15.f4 Wc5+ 16.60h2 a5 17.a4 Bad8
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18.Wg3 H)f6

(18...%b4? Misplacing the queen; Black wants to be able to meet f4-f5 with ...¥c5-€5. 19.f5 @ e5 (It is not too late for
Black to admit his mistake. 19...%c5!=) 20.f6+£ 1/2-1/2 (58) Wei Yi (2557)-Yu Yangyi (2657) Shenzhen CHN 2013)

19./5

(19.€5 dxe5 20.fxe5 D5 2112 Wixf2 22.8xf2 g5! 23.93 2d4!2)
19...We5=;
11.%e1?!
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A move once played by Carlsen. White sets up a positional trap (see 11...%2xd4), but Black has an easy path to equality.
11...5xed!

a) 11...5xd4? The usual plan doesn’t work here. 12.2xd4 £c6? 13.2d5! Wxel? (13...Wd8 14.0)xf6+ 2xf6 15.2xf6
exf6 16.2d1<£) 14.5)xe7+ &h8 15.8fxel+—;

b) 11...Efe8 Perfectly playable but unnecessary given the strength of 11...5xe4. 12.8d1 Hxd4 13.2xd4 £c6 14.f4
(14.£xf6 &xf6 15.0d5 W5 16.0xf6+ (16.2¢7 £xb27) 16...exf6 17.Wd2 2ad87) 14...4d7 15.£xg7 &xg7 16.f5
(16.2h2 2ac8 17.%h4 h6 18.4d5 e6 19.5)¢3 £)f6 20.Wel 1/2-1/2 (20) Nisipeanu,L (2695)-Carlsen,M (2646)
Sargjevo BIH 2006) 16...2f6 17.Wh4 We5 18.2d5 Ef8! (18...e6 19.£xc6 bxc6 20.fxg6 fxg6 21.2xd6 Wxde 22.%xf6+
¢hg8 23.Wf7+ h8=) 19.8f3 e6 20.2xc6 bxc6=;

12.5xc6
(12.2xed? Wixel 13.8fxel Hxd4+)
12...8xc6 13.5)xed ¥xel 14.2axel £xed 15.&c1 £c6 16.8xe7 £f6 17.8e3 d5=

11...b5!

11...Bfc8 (Thisisthe routine way we meet White's £\d4-f3, with theidea of ...2d7-€8, ...Af6-d7-c5. ThisisNegi's
recommendation for Black, but in this particular move order | think we can do better with 11...b5!.) 12.)g5! £e8
13.f4£ White'sf1 Rook, b3 Bishop, and g5 Knight al target f7, and Black doesn’t ideally want to play ...h7-h6 to kick
out the g5 knight because then the g6 pawn is weakened.

12.a3

12.8el!? Black is no worse in the ensuing complications. In my opinion, such lines aren’t worth memorizing; Black’s
position is fundamentally sound (none of his pieces are bad) so White's pawn sacrifice is bound to be inadequate —
there are laws of justice governing our beloved game. 12...b4 13.2d5 H\xed 14.2f4

(14.8c1 Hc5 15.895 £xb2 16.8b1 £c3 17.xc3 bxc3 18.2xe7 H\xe7 19.8xe7 Axb3 20.axb3 £.c6=)
14...5¢5 15.0xe7+ P xe7 16.2xd6

(16.8x€7 £€6=)
16...5f5 17.2xc5 Wxc5 18.Wxd7 Bad8 19.2xf7+ ©h8 20.Wh7 £xb2 21.8ad1 Exdl 22.8xd1 Hd4=

12..%a6!N
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With the intention of relocating the queen to b7, where it simultaneously keeps one eye on the center and one eye on the
gueenside minority attack.

13.Eel
13.%d2 Wh7 14.£h6 He5 15.5xe5 dxeb 16.2xg7 oxg7 17.0d5 £c6 18.Wc3 Nd7 19.2)xe7 £xed 20.f3 Hae8=

13..¥b7 14.£95 h6 15.8h4 g5 16.£93 Hiab=
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As| have mentioned, Black’s main plan in this system begins with exchanging on d4 and playing ...&d7-c6. The
prophylactic 11.)f3!? prevents thisidea, but it is better for White to wait a move to ask Black to commit a piece before
playing ©d4-f3, especially since on this move 11...%xd4 is dubious.

A N w o N o
'\1.\-\.
By

11...Bfc8

It was hard to decide which move to recommend in this line, but | am happy with this choice for two reasons.

1) Black’s next few moves (except after 12.f4) can be pretty much played on autopilot (...£d7-€8, ...f6-d7-c5) — one
shouldn’t underestimate the value of such conveniences.

2) In the other lines, play often liquidates into positions where Black is close to equal but without many winning
chances,

11...8ac8 (Even though | am not recommending this, it will be instructive for the reader to play through these variations
to get afedl for why 11...8fc8 is a better choice, especially to play for awin.) 12.5)f3

a) 12.We2!? Prophylaxis against ...%\c6-€5, because now White will be able to hit the €5 knight with f2-f4, and the c4-
square will be unavailable to it. 12...a6 13.2adl Wc7 14.2d5 O xd5 15.exd5 &e5 16.Wd2 Hfe8 17.2h6 £f6 18.295
£9g7 19.2h6 £f6 1/2-1/2 (19) Brkic, A (2573)-Mamedov,R (2653) Sargjevo BIH 2010;

b) 12.5\d5 Efe8 13.5)xc6 bxcé 14.5)¢3 Ecd8 15.%d2 £c8 16.2ad1 H\d7 17.2d4 D5 18.8xg7 xg7 19.We3 5= 0-1
(62) Mehar,C (2246)-Kuzubov,Y (2626) Gurgon IND 2009;

12..Wh5

a) 12..%c77? 13.8g5! Hiab 14.8xf6 exf6 15.0)d5¢ 1/2-1/2 (54) Petrosian, T (2627)-Mamedov, R (2640) Bursa TUR
2010;

b) 12...Efe8 13.Wd2 b5 14.a3 Wab 15.295 Wh7 16.2adl a5 17.e5+
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We see that one of the problems for Black in thislineis the d7-bishop; thisiswhy | recommend playing 11...&fc8 and
12...2€8;

13.We2
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Negi’ s recommendation. He omits our next move though. 13...2g4!N Black forces simplifications and the resulting
position is close to equal.

a) 13...a6 14.8adl D5 15.9xe5 Wixe5 16.f4 Wab 17.Wf2 Exc3 18.2d2!+ 1-0 (34) Fedorov,A (2602)-Malakhov, V
(2670) Warsaw POL 2005;

b) 13...h6 14.8ad1 g5 15.%d5 b6 16.2a4! A novelty found by Negi. The ensuing variation he givesis not inspiring for
Black. (16.c3 &xd5 17.£xd5 9e5 18.5xe5 Wixe2 19.58xe2 £xe5 20.h4 £b5 21.2eel £f6 22.hxg5 hxg5= 1/2-1/2 (50)
Wang Hao (2519)-Malakhov,V (2670) Khanty Mansyisk RUS 2005) 16...2fe8 17.c3 Axe4 18.8xh6 Nf6 19./xf6+




£xf6 20.2d4 Hxd4 21.8xd4! ;
14.hxg4 &xg4 15.%b5

(15.2d5 g5 16.2xg5 £xf3 (16...0e5 17.We3 H\xf3+ 18.gxf3 £xf3 19.Wxf3!! Wxf3 20.2e3 Wh5 21.29g3 Ec5 22.2xe7
gxd5 23.2xd5+) 17.Wxf3 Wxg5=)

15...&xf3 16.Wxh5 £xh5 17.f3 g5 18.2xg5 £96 19.0d5 £xb2 20.2xe7 £xal 21.8xal Dxe7 22.40xe7+ g7 23.40xc8
Exc8 24.2d1 Ec6 25.8d5 6 Black should be able to hold, but | recommend avoiding all this and playing 11...2fc8
instead.;

11...8ad8!?
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A move not mentioned by Negi, but deserving of our attention if for no other reason than the fact that Korchnoi played

it in 2003. In my judgment thisis a serious aternative to our main line, and perhaps the place to go if our main line runs
into theoretical problems. 12.2f3! This must be White's best.

(12.%d2 Hxd4 13.£xd4 £c6 14.2ad1 2fe8 15.We3 Hd7 16.2xg7 soxg7 17.¢2h1 Web= 1/2-1/2 (53) Sadvakasov,D
(2523)-Korchnoi, V (2642) Astana KAZ 2003)

12...Wh5!
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This moveis arecurring theme in this 2\ d4-f3 variation. Black intends to continue with ...h7-h6 and ...g6-g5, with
counterplay against White' s king. 13.2b1!? Prophylactically defending the b2-pawn which will be vulnerable after
A c3-ds.

(13.We2 Hga!
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A stunning resource that we see more than once in this chapter. 14.hxg4 £xg4 15.Wb5 (15.22d5 g5! (15...9e5?
16.2f4+-) 16.2xg5 €5 (16...0d4? 17.2xd4 &xe2 18.8xe7 £xd4 19.2f6!1+) 17.We3 Hxf3+ 18.gxf3 &xf3 19.2h4
Wgd+ 20.£93 Wh5 21.2h4=) 15...8xf3 (15...d5 Unfortunately White gets away after this. 16.exd5 £xc3 17.bxc3 £xf3
18.gxf3 9e5 19.:f111+) 16.Wxh5 &xh5 17.f3 g5 18.£xg5 2d7= Black is about equal.)

13...h6 14.5\d5 g5
(14.. H)xed? 1554 W5 16.94 Wab 17.5)xg6t)

A N w b OO N o




15.204 Wg6 16.2xf6 2xf6 17.c3

A N w b OO N o

17...%2h8!2 Black isready for ...2f8-g8 and ...g5-g4. White players won’t know what hit them!;

11..)xdA?! 12.8xd4 £c6
(12..Wg5 13.263%)

13.%d5! Black is not given time to play ... f6-d7; he has to make a concession either by allowing White to capture on
f6, damaging Black’s pawn structure, or by opening up White's e-file. 13...£xd5 14.exd5 Efe8 15.¢4 a6 16.£c3 Wc7
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17.2c1 Hh5 The following is arecommendation of Negi's. 18.2a4!? Zec8 19.Wd2+

12.f4

| am alittle surprised that Negi didn’t recommend this in his book. This rare move is extremely underrated, and has only
been played by one 2500+ player — none other than Negi himself (Negi-Khalifman 2007). The main upshot of this
move from White's perspective is that it deters Black from his usual, comfortable course of ...2d7-e8 and ...5\f6-d7,

because White' s f-file pressure can become overwhelming.

12.We2 Whb!

(12...2€e8isplayable aswell but 12...%h5 is better)

13.5f3

a) 13.5Hxc6 £xc6 14.f3 d5! 15.g4 (15.5xd5 Hxd5 16.exd5 £xd5 17.¢3 £¢6=) 15...¥xh3 16.exd5 £d7 17.%¥g2 Wxg2+

18.¢bxg2 b5!2;

b) 13.Wxh5 As usual Black welcomes the trade of queens. 13...Hxh5 14.2ad1 Hab 15.5d5 &f8=;

13...he!

(13...2g4? This doesn’'t quite work here, because the f7-pawn’ s weakness poses a problem. 14.hxg4 £xg4 15.%c4!+)

14.2ad1 g5!
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15.5d5 & xd5 16.8xd5 £xb2 17.8b1 £c3 18.8xb7 £xh3 19.5xg5 Wxe2 20.8xe2 294 21.5)f3 €6 22.2xc6 Exch
23.£xh6 We have been following Carlsen-Radjabov, 2010 (1-0). Black’s opening preparation was excellent, but his
play could have been improved here. 23...2b6! 24.2c7 £ab 25.8c4 e5!= Black’s two bishops fully compensate for the
pawn; if | had to choose I’ d take Black.;

12.¥d2
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12..50e5

(12...£e8 As aways Black can follow through with this plan, but with White’ s queen on d2 Black has the added
possibility of ...4\c6-e5-c4.)

13.2h6 Hc4 14.2xc4 £xh6 15.%xh6 Excd 16.2b3
a) 16.2ad1 ¥h6 17.e5 dxe5 18.20f3 e4 19.2e5 Bd4 20.8xd4 Wxd4 21.5xd7 Wxd7 22.49xed fxed 23.2xed Wd1+



24.56h2 Wd6+ 25.¢2g1 Wd1+ 26.6bh2 Wd6+ 1/2—1/2 (26) Akopian,V (2712)-Bacrot,E (2721) Jermuk ARM 2009;
b) 16.5f3 ¥h5 17.We3 Wch=;

16...¥b6 17.2ad1 a5 18.65 dxe5 19.8xe5 ad 20.5d2 £d4 21.¥e3 Wd6= 1-0 (57) Akopian,V (2696)-Bacrot, E (2728)
Nalchik RUS 2009;

12.5f3 It isagood sign for our 11...Efc8 that 12.2f3, which is supposed to be White's main idea after 11.2el, is not
very effective here. 12...2e8!
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13.Wd2

a) 13.2d5 Hd7 (13...e6 Black should be fine here as well. 14.2xf6+ &xf6 15.c3 Heb 16.5xe5 dxes=; 13...Axed
14.2f4 5 15.8xe7 £xb2 16.8b1 £g7) 14.c3 €6 15.0f4 S5 16.Wxd6 Dxed 17.Wd1 N5 18.2c2 Hd7=;

b) 13.295 Hd7 14.5d5 6 15.2e7+ Hxe7 16.2xe7 £xb2 17.8b1 £g7 18.2xd6 £He5 19.2xe5 &xe5 20.2d5 £¢3
21.8xb7 &xel 22.Wixel Wxa2 23.8xc8 &xc8 24.2al Wxc2 25.8xa7 Wcl 1/2-1/2 (25) Kurnosov,| (2602)-Bacrot, E
(2722) Moscow RUS 2009;

13..d7 14.8adl

(14.2h6 £xc3 15.bxc3 & ceb 16.4xe5 dxeb 17.%g5 Hf62 In addition to winning the ¢3-pawn, White's b3 Bishop will
be vulnerable to Black’s ...a5-a4.)

14...2xc3! 15.bxc3 & ce5 16.5)xe5 dxeb 17.£g5 6
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18.2h4 Threatening ¥d2-h6.
(18.2e3 Ec7'2; 18.c4 Wixd2 19.8xd2 f8 20.f3 Hd7=)
18...sg7 19.c4 Wixd2 20.2x0d2
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20...f8! 2113
(21.£93 HHd7 22.8ed1 Hb6 23.2x€5 Hxch 24.8xc4 EXCAT)
21..5\d7 22.8ed1 H\c5T;

12.%d3 Played by GM Timofeev, but as best | can tell the Queen just becomes atarget to either ...Af6-d7-c5 or simply
.. c6-e5 12...2e8

(12..5)e5 13.We Wap! =)



13.8ad1 £1d7 14.5)d5 ¥d8! = 0-1 (43) Timofeev,A (2657)-Malakhov, V (2690) Tomsk RUS 2006;

12.5d5 Thisis Negi’s recommendation. He only considers 12...xd5 and 12...%d8, but it seemsto me that Black’s best
is12...Be8!
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| don’t see anything for White here; as ageneral rule | tend to think that if White rushes with & c3-d5 then aslong as

Black isn’t obligated to take it, he should be fine (this doesn’t mean that if he isforced to take it then he is necessary
not finel).

(12..5xd5 13.exd5 £)e5 14.895 Ee8 15.c3¢ (Negi); 12...1d8 13.8g5! Hxd4 14.8x76! H\c6 15.8h4 £xb2 16,801 £g7
17.%a4+ (Negi))

13.0xf6+
a) 13.5xc6 bxc6 14.£2d2 Wd8 15.4¢3 c5

E/ WE s
1 #1141

.......

% 74 1K e Y
7, Kk #Ai

/ xff % %y

A N w b o N

..................

A N w b OO N

szszszsz




Black has no problems. If White starts to get ambitious then Black come out on top. 16.e5? dxeb 17.8xe5 c4
18.&xc4? WcT+,

b) 13.2d2 ¥c5 14.5xc6 (14.5f3 Hixd5 15.exd5 a5 16.2€3 ¥b5=) 14...5xd5! (14...bxc6?? 15.5c7+-) 15.exd5 bxch
16.263 Wh5=;

13...8xf6 14.c3 Wc7! Vacating the a5 square for the knight.

(14...5xd4!? Thisis acceptable but unnecessary. 15.2xd4 (15.cxd4 e6!=) 15...2xd4 16.Wxd4 (16.cxd4 e6!=) 16...W/c5
17.%d2 £c6 18.2adl Ead8=)

15.0b5 (15.f4 Hab=) 15...Wbh8 16.a4 a6 17.5d4 a5 18.2a2 Wic7=

12...2h5!N
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In this particular variation Black iswell advised to abandon the ...£€8/ ... d7 plan, because as we see in the aternatives
White is able to build up pressure on 7 after f4-f5/2el—f1/ Wd1-3. Instead, we take immediate advantage of the
weakness White has created: Black threatens to win the f4 pawn, so White' s options are limited.

12...59xd4 13.£xd4 £c6 14.9d5
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14...8xd5

(14...He8 15.c3 Hd7 (15...5xd5 16.exd5 £xdd+ 17.¥xd4 £d7 18.2h2t) 16.5! (16.2xg7 xg7 17.8d4+ e5 18.12
&xd5 19.&xd5 Wc5 20.%xc5 dxcb 21.8adl (21.2xb7 2ab8 22.£c6 He7=) 21...52e7 22.f5 Hf6=) 16...&xd4+ 17.cxd4
&xd5 18.8xd5 O f6 19.fxg6 hxgb 20.£0b3%)

15.exd5 Ee8 16.c3

(16.c4 a6 17.£¢3 W5+ 18.2d4 Wab 19.2¢3 Wes+ 1/2-1/2 (19) Negi,P (2529)-K halifman,A (2632) Amsterdam NED
2007)

16...b5 17.a3 Hd7 18.&f2+;

12...2e8 Unfortunately Black can’t stick to the routine and play this move here; White builds up too much pressure.
13.Wf3 &\d7 14.2adl &)c5 15.Wf2 Hxb3 16.axb3 Dbd
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Thiswas played by Bacrot in Burg-Bacrot, 2011 where White's play could have now been improved upon.

(16...2xd4 17.2xd4 £xd4 18.8xd4 (18.%¥xd4 ¥ch5=) 18...2c6 19.b4! ¥h6 20.b5! The beginning of along forcing
variation which is unequivocally in White's favor. 20...2xb5 21.0d5 Wd8 22.%h4 2c4 23.0xe7+ &f8 24.8xc4 &xc4
25.Wf6! che8 26.0d5 Wxf6 27.0)xf6+ e7 28.50xh7 6 29.65 dxe5 30.fxe5 5 31.4)g52)

17.f5!+ White will simply pile up on the f-file with Zel—f1, and | don’t see a constructive plan for Black.

13.de2
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13.f5 &f6 Having provoked White into weakening the e5-square, Black retreats to 6, guarding d5 against £\ c¢3-d5, and
prepares ...%c6-e5.

(13...xd4 Black is perfectly resilient against White's attack here aswell. 14.2xd4 £c6 15.2f1 &8 16.g4 Hf6 17.0d5
éxd5 18.exd5 Nd7=; 13...20e5? 14.5\d5¢)

14.8f1
(14.9xc6 bxc6 15.g4 £e8!=)
14..5e5
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A typical Dragon position; Black is salivating at the prospect of an exchange sacrifice on c3. 15.%e2
(15.d5 Hxd5 16.£xd5 £c6 17.4xc6 bxco 18.2b3 Eab8=)
15...8xc3! 16.2d2
(16.bxc3 HxedF)
16...8xc2!
(16...205 17.5xb5 Wb6+ 18.¢bh2 £c5 19.a4 (19.9d4 Bac8e) 19...2f8 20.2ael a6 21.4¢3 Ecc8 22.g4+)
17.8xc2
(17.9xc2 ¥b55)
17..Wb6 18.2c3
(18.£e3 Wxh2 19.2abl Wxa2 20.2xb7 £c8 21.8xe7 bf8 22.5c7 Wab 23.8xc8+ EXC87)
18...5¢6 19.Wf2
(19.2ad1 Hga 20.82h1 Hxd4 21.8xd4 &xd4 22.hxg4d Ec8 23.b3 g5=)
19..2xed! 20.8xed &xd4 21.2xd4 Wixd4 22.Wxd4 Hxdd
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23.f6

(23.fxg6 hxgb 24.£xb7 Eb8 25.2d5 €6 26.£b3 a5 27.2adl £xb3 28.axb3 d5 29.2al Exb3 30.2xab Exb2 31.2a7 £e8
32.2a8 f8 33.2cl Eb7 34.Ecc8 Her=)

23...e5
(23...2C6 24.£xc6 bxc6 25.fxer+)
24.8xb7 Bb8 25.£f3 a5 26.b3 h5 27.2acl £e6 28.2c7 ©h7

............

;;;;;;;;;;
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29.4¢6
(29.h4 d5=)
29...g5! 30.2d7



(30.264+ hh6=)
30...8g6 31.8xe6 H)xeb 32.2d7 Bb6=;

13.f5 Thanks to my editor, GM Romain Edouard, for assuaging my concerns about this variation. In his words,
“White better give mate, or heisworse!” A more modest assessment is that Black has at least equal chancesin the
ensuing complications. 13...2xf5 14.exf5 &f6 15.fxg6 hxg6
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16.%4d3
(16.g4 2d8 17.f5 d5 18.95 £)h5 19.fxg6 fxg6 20.£f2 h72)

16...2d8! This move saves the day. Black indirectly defends the g6 pawn. 17.g4 (17.¥xg6? d5!+) 17...e6 18.2ad1 (18.f5
gxf5 19.gxf5 Wxf5 20.Wxf5 exf5=) 18...d5 19.2f2 Ne7= Preventing f4-f5. Things are at a standstill; it is hard to see
how either side makes progress, but Black is certainly no worse.;

13.5d5 He8 Black maintains his threat to win the f4 pawn, as its defender on d5 can be hit with ...e7-e6. 14.g4 Hxd4
15.2xd4 Hxf4 16.0)xf4 €5 17.5xg6 exd4 18.0f4 Wig5 19.Wf3 &e5 20.8f1 £e6=

13..¥d8!

After 13...Wc7 14.%d2 Hab 15.8ad1 we would like to play ...2d7-e8 but White then has & c3-d5xe7. Thisis why we
play 13..%d8! 15...£e8? 16.2d5 Wd8 17.2xe7+ Wxe7 18.Wxab+

14.%d2 a5 15.2adl
15.0d4? Hch 16.8xch BxcaT
15...8€8

15...b5 16.e5£

16.f5 £xb3 17.cxb3 £c6 18.2d4 Hf6 19.04
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19..Wf8!

A nice little queen sortie; Black intends to continue with ... f6-d7, and then recapture on g7 with his queen, potentially
heading to €5 eventually.

20.%e3 Ad7 21.8xg7

21.5\cd5 &xd4 22.8xd4
(22.%xd4 g5 23.5)d3 6=
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The weak e6-square isinaccessible to White. Aswe will see, in other lines Black allows White to plant a knight on €6;
it turns out to not do much from there.)




22...2h8 23.Wg3 &xd5 24.9\xd5 Ec2 25.5b4 Ecc8 26.%h4
(26.d5=)
26...Wg7 27.2ed1 g5 28.%f2 g4! 29.hxg4 »f6 30.Wh4 Hxgde;

21.5fd5 &xd4 22.Wixd4 £6 23.0f4 &e5 24.5e6 Whe 25.5)d5 £xd5 26.%¥xd5 Zab8= White has no productive discovered
check, and Black’ s e5-knight is more valuable than his counterpart on €6, which is hitting thin air. Computers call this
position 0.00 but | suspect most White players would collapse rather quickly herein over the board play — the squares
Black controls are more valuable than the squares White controls.

21..¥xg7 22.5fd5 £xd5 23.2xd5 We5=



1.e4 c52.5f3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2xd4 D6 5.0c3 297 6.2e3 Df6 7.2c4 Wa5 8.0-0 0-0 9.£b3 d6 10.h3 £d7 11.f4

The most popular move, though | suspect it may become overshadowed by 11.2el, especially given the popularity of

Negi’ s book which recommendsit.

11...59xd4 12.82xd4 £.c6

A N w b OO N o

Black proceeds with hisusua plan. Next he'd liketo play ..

queens.

13.%d3

13.Wel? This7..Wa5 line is one which induces even grandmasters to blunder within the first 15 moves. 13...¥b4!

14.£xf6
(14.5d1 Hxed 1 T)

14... £xf6 15.5d5 Wc5+ 16,5201 £xd5 17.8xd5 Wxc2 18.8c1 Wxb2 19.8b1 Wd4T 1/2-1/2 (47) Hector,J (2551)-

5
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Efimenko,Z (2680) Emsdetten GER 2008;

13.W£3?

f6-d7, and ideally exchange dark squared bishops and
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13...5xed! 14.8xg7 Wc5+ 15.6h1 H6!T;
13.We2? The database shows that a 2478-rated player fell for this. 13...Wb4! 14.2ad1
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14.. Hxedl T;
13.5d5 Hae8!
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Abiding by the general rule that if we can avoid taking on d5 then we should — here White' s weak e4 pawn more than

aaaaaaaaaaaa
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compensates for the doubling of our f-pawnsin the event that White takes on 6. 14.f5

a) 14.9xf6+ exf6T;

b) 14.2xf6 £xf6 15.0)xf6+ exf6 16.Wxd6 Exed 17.2adl (17.Wxf6?7? 2e2 18.2f2 Bxf2 19.d2xf2 Wd2+—+) 17...8g7+;

c) 14.¥d3 Hd7 15.8adl 2xd4+ 16.¥xd4 ¥c5=;

14...2xd5 15.exd5 Hd7

(15...b5?! An odd recommendation of Donaldson and Silman. This move seems atogether wrong-headed. 16.c3%)
16.5bh1 £xd4 17.%xd4 He5 18.f6 Hd7!F In the long run, White's dark squared weaknesses will tell.

13...d7

13...Ead8 Thisis the recommendation of Donaldson and Silman, but their problems with 13...4d7 can be solved.

14.8xg7 xg7
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15.¢bh1

This used to be considered good for White, because Black would follow up with 15...%c5 and further queenside play,
rather than reverting back to the kingside and solidifying control over the center with ...e7-€6!
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15.5)d5 ¥c5+ 16.%2h1 €6 17.8)¢3 £)f6 18.2adl Had8
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Black is slightly better. 19.f5 ¥e5 20.2del b5 21.Hd5 Hh5 22.2e3 a5 23.f6+ £h8 24.a3 £b7—+ White' sinitiative has
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run out of steam and Black is ready to collect the f6 and thereafter the e4 pawn.

(24...W¥xb2 25.e7 $a8 26.Wxh5 Hxf6—+ 27.W g5 H\xed 28.Wha We5?7? (028...95 29.Wh6 Wg7—+) 29.8xf7!+

Morozevich,A (2760)-Carlsen,M (2864) Moscow 2013);

15.%d4+ &g8 16.5h1




(16.2f2 Wc5 17.%d3 b5 18.£d5 £xd5 19.2)xd5 €6 20.4)¢c3 Hf62; 16.2adl Wc5=)
16...%c5 17.Wd3 Hf6
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Black hasideas of ...Ead8, ...e7-e6, and then either (or both) ...b7-b5/...a7-a5 or ...d7-d5. The dark square weaknesses in
White' s position, especially g3, are asignificant liability. 18.2ael e6 19.f5 We5 20..0d5 D h5 21.5e7+ g7 22.5)xc6
bxc6+;

15.2ael Wc5+ 16.%2h2 6!
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Typical for thisline. Black tempts White' s f4-f5, when either his knight or queen would discover immortality on e5.
(16...05?! 17.£.d5%)

17.2d1 »f6 18.&fel Ead8F The position doesn’t ook too bad for White, but all the dynamic potential in the position lies
in Black’s hands: he can take his time expanding on the queenside, and break with ...d6-d5 at the right-moment, while



White can only wait in angst.

15...f6IN
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Thisideaof countering in the center and kingside, instead of playing on the queenside (at least for now — that is
certainly on the to-do list for later on) breathes new life into this variation.

15...)¢5 Thisis currently the most popular move but | believe it too much neglects Black’ s kingside, as the following
gameillustrates. 16.%d4+ g8 17.2ael £Hxb3 18.axb3 ¥c5 19.%d2 2ad8 20./)d5 £xd5 21.exd5 2c8 22.¢3 Wh5 23.f5!
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23...2c5 24.W7h6 Wd3 25.2f4 Wg3 26.2ef 1 gxf5 27.2xf5 f6 28.21f4 Wel+ 29.¢bh2 £f7 30.E2g4+ vh8 31.Wh5 1-0 (31)

Guseinov,G (2573)-Ahmadinia,E (2195) Iran 2005.

16.2ael



16.d5!?
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White seeks to prevent Black from playing ...e7-€6, but it can still be played after a bit of preparation. 16...%c5 17.2ael
HaeB 18.a4
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18...e6! 19.9\xf6 cbxf6 Black has nothing to fear. White can’t target d6 without dropping e4 either. 20.f5 g7 21.f6+

(21.fxe6 fxe6 22.2xf8 xf8 23.Wf3+ g7 24.2f1 Web 25.Wf7+ h8 26.c3 Wxed 27.Wf6+ chg8 28.Wf7+ bhg=)
21...%h8= Do not fear ghosts: White has no mating attack, and to divert his pieces to the kingside in the hope of
obtaining one would allow Black to dominate the center more than he already has.

16...e06!
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17.65

17.Wxd6? &fd8 18.We7 &d7 19.Wa3 Wxa3 20.bxa3 &ad8+ Black will win his pawn back after ...2d4 (and if e4-€5 then
...&)f6-h5), and after he does his superior pawn structure will yield him the advantage.;

17.%e3 Bad8 18.f5 Wich

(18...%e5 Black also comes out on top in the ensuing complications here. 19.%xa7 Hxe4 20.9)xe4 £xed 21.f6+ £h8
22.We3 d5 Aslong as Black can meet ¥h6 with ...2g8 (and £f4 with ...g5) — which Black always can aslong as his
king is on h8, there is nothing to worry about. White' s b3-Bishop is missing in action. 23.%h6? £g8 24.&f4? g5—+)

19.fxeb fxeb 20.2xe6 Hxed! 21.8xf8 Exf8 22.Wxc5
(22.@Xe4?! Bf1+! 23.¢bh2 We5+ 24.93 Exel 25.Wxel ¥xeb6 26.Wc3+ @98 27.)\f2 Wixa2¥)
22...)\XC5 23.2d5 Bf2F

17...dxe5 18.fxe5 Hd7 19.We3
19.¥g3 Bad82
19... 8¢5 20. %4 Had8

White needs to play perfectly to not be worse here; in practice most players will collapse, either allowing Black
gueenside counterplay or central control.
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Generally speaking, exchanges favor Black (White' s €5 pawn will be weak in any endgame), and Black should keep a
lookout for counterplay with ...f7-f6(f5). A sample variation may continue as follows
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21.5d1! hé
21..f61? 22.exf6+ & xf62
22.5)f2 5! 23.exf6+

23.8xe6? g5 24.Wh2 f4 25.2xd7 Exd7 26.9d3 Exd3! 27.cxd3
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23...Bxf6 24.Wg3 Bdf8 25.2xe6 £b5 26.8xf6 Exf6 27.c4 Lc62



1.e4 c5 2.9f3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2xd4 £g7 5.9c3 Db 6.£e3 Hf6 7.2c4 0-0 8.8b3 ab!?
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CHAPTER 3
7.8c4: MY SYSTEM
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2.9.f3Wc7 10.sidelines & 10.%d2 b5

Appendix. 9.f3 ¥c7 10.¥d2 Ha5

(

1

1.e4 c5 2.3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.9xd4 Db 5.9c3 297 6.82€3 Df6 7.82c4
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The Anti-Yugoslav Variation (7...%a5) seemed to me to be in trouble after Grischuk-lvanchuk, Candidates 2013 (recall
Grischuk’s 10.20d5!?). In the summer of 2013 | had not yet discovered the equalizing 10...¥d8! novelty, and | found
myself struggling to meet the 7.£.c4 variation. | searched the database for some guidance, but to no avail. At thetime |
was simultaneously a Taimanov Sicilian player aswell, and at some point it occurred to me that nobody plays £c4
against the Taimanov, presumably because its scope on ¢4 is stunted by the e6 pawn. Thisled to the idea of meeting the
£c4 variation with an eventual ...e7-€6, and transporting ideas from the Taimanov such as
..a6-..Wc7-...b5-...2b7-...5)c6-a5(e5), and even ...5)f6-e8-d6. The process of developing this system has been some of
the most enjoyable chess research | have engaged in, and | am pleased to say it has resulted in a powerful and truly
novel system. Asthe ‘prime mover’ of this project, my work is undoubtedly incomplete. There are reams of unexplored
possibilities, and | encourage readers to attempt their own contributions. The following chapters are by no means the
fina — only the first — word on this system.

7..0-08.£b3

Black’s next few moves can almost be played automatically, irrespective of what White does: ...a6, ...¥c7, ...b5, ...&b7.
Although our main ideaisto play ...e7-€6, thefirst priority isto complete our development and connect the rooks.

8.f3?1 White must not be permitted to reach a Yugoslav Attack setup with ¥d2 and 0-0-0. 8...%/b6!
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9.4b3
(9.3 Wc5 (9...5)xe4?? 10.5)d5 Was+ 11.b4+-) 10.8a2 Hga 11.fxg4 £xd4 12.8xd4 HHxd4=)
9..H)xed! 10.5d5 Was+ 11.c3 )¢5 12.5xc6 dxcd 13.5xe7+ shh8 14.5xc8 Haxc8 15.0-0 £fes=

8...a6
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From my experience playing this system over the last few years, most players, never having seen this system before,
follow a safe course of castling kingside as White usually does in the 7.£.c4 system. However, in this particular system,
White castling kingside leads to easy equality for Black, which | take to be a significant practical upshot of this system.
We will postpone our discussion of White's queenside castling until the next chapter.

8...%c7 This move has been championed by Grandmasters Aronin, Pogorelov, and Balogh, also with the intention of




expanding on the queenside, but they did without our core idea of ..
8...Wc7) isplayed first; usually they will transpose. 8...%c7 avoids 9.2xc6 followed by 10.e5 since the €5 square is
covered, but depending on your taste you might prefer to welcome the uncritical 9.2xc6. When | came up with the idea
of this system | was unaware of 8...¥¢c7, and for some (possibly arbitrary) reason went with 8...a6.

9./db5 Wab 10.f3 a6 11./2d4 Wc7 transposes to our main line in the next chapter.

9.0-0

Although Black can choose whether to play 8...a6 or 8...¥c7, whichever he chooses on move 8 it isimportant to follow

it up with the other on move 9 before embarking on 10...b7-b5.

9.h3 W7 As per protocol. 10.0-0

(10.2xc6?! dxc6 11.0-0 b5 12.a3 c5 13.d5 Hxd5 14.8xd5? Bb8+

A N w b OO N o

Variations like thisillustrate what | meant in the intrduction when | claimed that it often feels like you're playing
White when you play the Accelerated Dragon. A couple of careless moves by White and Black is not only equal,
Black is already better. It is uncommon for White to be forced to play under such a slim margin of error ashe must in

thisline)
10...b5
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.e7-€6. It isamatter of taste which move (8...a6 or
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11.a3

(11.f4 b4 12.2d5 &Hxd5 13.8xd5 e6! (Black is also to be preferred after 13...2b7 14.8c1 e6 15.£xc6 dxc6 16.c3 e5!)
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14.£b3 (14.£)xc6 dxch 15.8c4 £xb2F) 14...8b72 A15.f5? gxf5 16.exf5? We5—+)
11...5a5 12.f4 d6 The usual way to meet White' s f2-f4.

(12...2b71? 13.65 Hed 14.0)d5 (14.5)xe4 Hxb3 15.5xb3 &xedF) 14..Wd8 15.5)f3 (15.£a2 €67F) 15...5)xb3 16.£2b6

(16.cxb3 d67) 16... 108 17.£¢7 We8 18.cxb3 £g3 19.8el Hh5wo)

13.W%d3
(13.d5 D xd5 14.exd5 £b77)
13...2b7 14.8ad1 Bac8t
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White has nothing to do. Black will continue to build pressure, keeping an eye out for central counterplay with ...e7-€5’;
9.5xc6 bxc6 10.e5
(10.0-0d6 11.h3 a5 12.a4? 2a6 13.8el Dd7+ 14.Wd2 & c5 15.8xc5? dxcb 16.We3 £d4 17.%f3
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10...5e8 11.f4 d6
(11...d5 12.0-0 £)c7 13.Wf3 a5 14.£2b62)
12.0-0 Wc7
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13.%e2 White' s best attempt.
a) 13.exd6 White cannot hope for an advantage without the possession of any central pawns 13...exd6 14.£d4-2f6



15.Wf3 ab2;

b) 13.%¥f3 Thisforcing variation is worth committing to memory, or at least remembering that it exists and that the
complications favor Black 13...dxe5 14.fxe5 &xe5 15.8xf7+ hg7—+
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Black threatens to win apiece with ...&xc3 and ...e7-e5, aswell aswith ...»e8-d6. 16.2e2 (16.¢bh1 £xc3 17.bxc3 e5—
+; 16.2ael Hd6 17.£h6+ $xh6 18.We3+ g5 19.Wxe5 War+ 20.22h1 Bxf7—+) 16...50d6 17.2h6+ xh6 18.We3+ g5
19.%xe5 Waz+ 20.2h1 Hxf7—+;

13...dxe5 14.2c5! exf4!

(14...£e6 This may be enough for equality but is unnecessary given 14...exf4! 15.2ael (15.2xe6 fxeb6 16.fxe5 Bxfl1+
17.8xf1 Wxeb=) 15...2xb3 16.axb3 N d6 17.fxe5 Hb7 18.2f2 Nd8 19.9a4 Hebw)

15.2xe7
(15.%xe7 £d4+ 16.%2h1 &xc5 17.%xc5 £e6=)
15...204 16.Wel \f6 17.8xf8 Exf8=
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Asis often the case in Dragon setups, White' s dark squared bishop is worth the exchange, especially here where Black
isup apawn as well.

A N w o N o

0..Wc7

Black will simply continue ...b7-b5, ...£c8-b7, ...4Ac6-a5, and if White plays f2-f4 Black will prevent ed-e5 with ...d7-
de.

9...05? Thefirst file | made on this system recommended this move. | sent the file to afriend over Facebook (a GM
who will remain unnamed) and he found the following slight edge for White. In away, the problems with 9...b5 make
Black’slife easier, because he can follow the simplerule: first 8...a6/9...%c7 (or the other way around) and only then
consider ...b7-b5.

7 %/«:/?3 e, 7
8 }/ /}NWQ/ 0
W, 1 2KA3281%

% 7 7
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10.5xc6!



(10.f3 ¥c7 11.Wd2 (11.a4 b4 12.5a2 (12.5d52 &ixd5 13.8xd5 (13.exd5 We5—+) 13...2b7 14.5c1 e6! 15.£b3 L5
16.f4 (16.h3 Dxd4 17.2xd4 £f4 18.2b1 a5F; 16.93 f5!F) 16...20xd4 17.fxe5 Hxb3 18.cxb3 ¥xe5 19.Wxd7 Wxe4
20.8f3 Wd5 21.We7 Eae8 22.Wxb4 £c8=) 12...2b8 (12...Axd4 13.2xd4 a5?! 14.c3t Black should avoid positions like
this where he lacks counterplay) 13.%d2 H\xd4 14.2xd4 He8! 15.8xg7 Dxg7
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Black isto be preferred: the knight will find its way to ¢5 via €6, and White' s pieces are sloppy on b3 and a2.)
11...5a5 12.5)d5 &Hxd5 13.2xd5 Hb8=)

10...dxc6 11.¥xd8

(11.f3 W7 12.04 (12.Wel c5 13.04 b4 14.5e2 ¢4 15.8a2 a57) 12...8d8 13.Wel b4 14.5)e2 a5 15.Wf2 (15.8c4 Hd77)
15...0d7=)

11...8xd8 12.2fd1 »d7 13.f4 White has a moderately annoying clamp on Black’s position. Black should still be fine
with precise play but it is better to avoid this.

10.f4 d6 11.h3
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11...5a5 12.¥d3 b5 13.d5

13.a3 £b7 14.82ad1 Eac8F White has nothing to do. Black will continue to build pressure, keeping an eye out for central
counterplay with ...e7-e5.

13...9xd5 14.8xd5 &b7

Also good for Black is 14...2b8 15.b4?2!
(15.f5 & c4R)
15...e6! 16.bxab exd5 17.exd5 £b7 18.f5 €5 19.¥h3 Ebc8F

15.b3 6! 16.8xb7 Hxb7 17.b4
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17...e5!

17...2ad8? 18.f5 exf5 19.exf5 Hfe8 20.f6 28 21.2f4 Wh6 22.a4 £)c5 23.a5 Hxd3 24.axb6 & xf4 25.8xf4+ Kurnosov, |-

Topaov,V AstanaKAZ 2012.

18.5e2

18.fxeb dxebF

18...d5! 19.fxe5 ¥xe5 20.£d4

20.exd5 Eae8—+

20...¥xedF



2

1.e4 c5 2.93 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2xd4 Hc6 5.0¢c3 297 6.£e3 Hf6 7.2c4 0-0 8.8b3 a6 9.f3

White signals his intention to play in Yugoslav Attack fashion with ¥d2 and 0-0-0. Thisis the most critical
continuation, but since White players are not prepared for this new system, over the board they tend to shy away from
the challenge.

0..Wc7
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9...b5? Don’t forget — first 9...¥¢7, and only then 10...b5. 10.5)xc6 dxc6 11.e5+

10.%d2

10.0-0 It makes no sense to combine f3 with kingside castling, as White' s only constructive plan after 10.0-0 isto go for
f4 anyway.
10..5a5

(Asusual 10...b5!7?is perfectly playable aswell.)
11.%d2

(11.d5?! Hxd5 12.exd5 b5 (12...0xb3 13.axb3 ¥e5 14.52el Wxd5 15.¢4%) 13.%d2 £b77)
11...b5 12.Ead1 e6!
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Now White's b3 Bishop literally has no squares to go to, atriumph of our concept 13.a3 £b72 Superficial developing
moves on White' s part have allowed Black to take over theinitiative: ...d7-d5 is now imminent.;
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10.g4!? Black must be accurate here.
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10...b5!

(20...e6 Black can play thisway and transpose to the main line but 10...b5! takes advantage of White' s premature
10.g4. 11.¥d2 b5 12.0-0-0
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12..0a5? (012...2b7 13.h4 h5 This transposes to our main line.) 13.h4— 13...h5 We will see similar positions later
on, except with Black’ s knight on c6.

a) 13...2b7? 14.h5 In this system it is almost always unwise for Black to allow White h4-h5. 14...2ac8 (14...b4
15.5 a4 Hxed 16.fxed £xed 17.hxgb Hxb3+ 18.axb3 fxg6 19.Wh2+) 15.cbb1+
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15...9xg4 16.fxg4 Hxb3 17.4xb3+—;

b) 13...d5!? It is worth researching this move further;
14.£h6+
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It took me awhile to realize that Black should keep his knight on ¢6 to prevent White from playing this move, on
account of ... xd4 winning a piece. Allowing White £e3-h6 in this way is enough of a concession to turn a
dynamically equal position into a difficult one for Black. (14.g5 £e82))
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11..5h5

(11...2e8 Playable but not the best. 12.d5 Wd6 (12...%e5 13.c3+ Hab?? 14.2f4+— Thisiswhy the knight is better on
h5) 13.#d2<)

12.50d5 We5 13.c3 Hab! 14.5)e2 (14.2¢2 HICAT) 14...5xb3 15.axb3 (15.¥xb3 €6 16.5)e7+ h8F) 15...&b72

10...b5



| give some analysis on 10...2a5 in the next chapter, but that material is an appendix to thisone; | prefer to play in the

way | recommend here.

11.0-0-0

11.5xc6 dxc6= Although objectively equal, Black isto be preferred in practice. White is planless; the b3 bishop is

vulnerable to Black’s ...c5-c4, and the ¢3 knight no longer has its favorite d5 square.;

11.a4 b4 12.5a2 Eb8! 13.5)xc6
(13.0-0 &xd4 14.&xd4
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14..2 e8! 15.8xg7 (15.2xb4 &xd4+ 16.%¥xd4 €5 17.Wc3 Whe+—+) 15...2xg7= The knight will find its way to c5 via

€6; White's pieces are sloppy on b3 and a2.)
13...dxc6 14.5xb4 c5 15.5d5

(15.5d3
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15...20xed!! (15...c4 16.2f4+) 16.fxed c4 17.2f4 €55 The ability to play ...e5 in response to £f4 iswhy Black must

sacrifice with 15...5xed!!)
15...5xd5 16.Wxd5 £xb2 17.2d1
(17.2b1?! £a3 18.0-0! £e6+)
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17...2e6 18.Wxc5 Wxc5 19.2xc5 £f6 20.£xe6 fxeb= A...Bfc8;

11.g4 £b7 12.95 HHh5 13.50d5

A N w o N

13...¥d6 It is admittedly alittle difficult to remember to play 13...¥d6 in this 11.g4 variation, whereas in the 10.g4
variation the right move was 12...We5. The reason is that in the 10.g4 variation White was forced to play 13.c3in
response to 12...We5, whereas here, thanks to White's d2-queen already being developed, White can defend the d4-

knight with 14.0-0-0.
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(13...We5 14.0-0-02)
14.0-0-0 Hxd4 15.2xd4 £xd4 16.%xd4 &xd5 17.e5 Wc7 18.Wxd5 Hg7=;
11.h4 h5 12.0-0-0 £b7 transposes to the main line.

11..8b7
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Although this position has only been reached 30 times in the datababse, it isthefirst critical position of our main line.
Both sides have developed their pieces and connected their rooks, and it remains to be determined which of the
opposing wing attacks will succeed. Black’s sights aren’t limited to the queenside though, because the central pawn
majority offers prospects for counterplay with ...d7-d5 or even ...e7-€5.

12.h4

By far the most common move.
12.5)d5?7 Hxd5 13.exd5 D5 14.5hbl Bac8 15.£h6 £ ¢4 16.8xc4 £xh6 17.%xh6 Wxc4 18.h4 f6T;

12.£h67? Hxd4 13.8xg7 Dxb3+ 14.axb3 bxg7—+;
12.%b1
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Thisisthe concession we induce by prolonging the Knight's stay on c6. White now threatens 13.h4 h5 14.£h6, as after
14...%xd4 15.8xg7 Dxb3 is no longer check, allowing 16.¥h6+—.

12...5a5! Having induced White's b1, Black can now go for lines similar to those after 10...5a5 where Whiteis
effectively down atempo in the critical variations because b1 turns out to be unnecessary.

(12...66 13.5xc6 £xc6 14.2f4 Wb7 15.5d5 ab 16.2e7+ &h8 17.a3t: 12...Eac8? 13.h4 h5 14.£h6 Hxd4 15.8xg7
Hxb3?7?
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No longer check as it was when the White king was on c1. 16.¥/h6+-)
13.2h6
(13.h4 b4!
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Since White spent atempo on b1, Black’s queenside counterplay isin time. 14.9a4 (14.9d5 £xd5 15.exd5 Efc82
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16.h5?! Hxb3 17.5xb3 Hxd5!F) 14...€5! 15.5e2 d5!2)

13...5xb3 14.cxb3

(14.xb3 £xh6 15.%xh6 b4 Black can allow White' s £c3-d5 when he can capture with the bishop on b7, leaving the
f6 knight to defend against White's h4-h5 attack (in particular the h7 square will be defended). 16.2d5 £xd5 17.exd5
#fc8 18.2d2 Wd6 19.h4 a5 20.h5 a4 21.5)d4 a3 22.hxg6 (22.b3 Hab 23.hxgb fxgb—+) 22...fxg6—+)

14...b4 15.8xg7
(15.5)ce2 £xh6 16.%xh6 d5!

A N w o N

17.h4 €5 18.55 Fear not! 18...5e8! 19.5e3 (19.¥g5 {6 20.50h6+ shg7 21.6f5+ hsT) 19...d4 20.5\c4 f6=)

15...bxc3 16.%h6 Efc8!
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Thisis one of the few lines worth committing to memory aswell. 17.bxc3 Ah5 18./)f5 gxf5 19.2d4 €5 20.Wxh5

(20.£2b6 Yixc3 21.Wxh5 Wc2+=)

20...exd4 21.Wg5+

)

(21.2xd4 Wrxc3 22.Wg5+ &h8 23.Wf6+ thg8 24.W g5+ ©h8

21...2h8 22.Wf6+ &g8=;

12.94
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A dlight inaccuracy. White should start with 12.h4, so asto ensure that Black plays ...h7-h5; in this line Black can get

away without it.
12...0a8b5!



(12...Eac8 13.g5 Dhb 14.9d54; 12...e6!? Black can transpose to the main line with this move. 13.h4 h5 etc.)

13.€bb1

a) 13.2h6 £xh6 14.%xh6 Eac82 Black’s queenside attack is too fast for White (14...b4 15.2d5 £xb3+ 16.axb3 £xd5
17.exd5 Zac8 18.d6!x);

b) 13.g5 Hh57 Black has aknight on each rim, but it is White' s position which isdim.;
c) 13.n4 Efc8!
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We see that White' s g2-g4 is redundant; Black could have played h2-h4-h5 without it, as it would have been suicide
for Black to capture ...2\f6xh5. (13...h5? 14.2h6x) 14.h5 Hxb3+ 15.axb3 b4 16.5a4 €5 17.hxgb fxgb 18.5e2 Hxed!
19.fxed &xede;

13..Hac8
(13...Efc8 14.£h6 £xh6 15.%xh6 b4 16.5)f5 gxf5 17.g5+)
14.£h6
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Asarule, Black’s counterplay (whether on the queenside or in the center) tends to ‘work’ when White has spent a

tempo on bl. 14...5xb3

(14...£xh6 15.%xh6 Hxb3 (15...b4 16.d5 £xd5 17.exd5 (17.£xd5 e6 18.£b3 d5 19.exd5 Hxb3 20.d6 W c57)
17...%xb3 18.d6!! Black may be fine here but to allow thisis unnecessary 18...exd6 19.cxb3+ White threatens &\ d4-
f5, winning.) 16.axb3 transposes to 14...xb3. (16.cxb3? b4 17.5)ce2 Hxgh! 18.fxgs &xed+ 19.%al £xhl 20.2xhl

We5+))
15.axb3

(15.cxb3 b4 16.5)ce2 Hxed 17.fxed £xh6 18.%xh6 £xed+ 19.¢kal £xhl 20.8xh1 Wes5+ 21.8d1 (21.h4 Ec5 22.h5

Wg5—+) 21...2c5—+)
15...8xh6 16.%¥xh6 b4 17.8hgl!?
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(17.5a4 d5!2)
17...56h8! 18.Ha4

(18.2a2 d5 19.exd5 Dxd5+)
18...d5 19.e5 ¥xe5 20.g5 Hd7+

12..h5!N

A new move, but more importantly a new concept for this line: containment.
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Previously, Black would rush with queenside counterplay, hoping to mate White before getting mated himself. It turns
out that Black can contain White' s kingside attack and solidify the center with ...e7-e6, and only then proceed with
gueenside and/or central counterplay. For his part, White must keep the attack going with urgency, because Black’s
gueenside counterplay isjust afew moves away, and it will come with devastating effect (...2ac8, ...2fd8, ...2a5, etc.).

12..5a5!?
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This may turn out to be playable aswell, but it is not in the spirit of the concept | am advocating. To alow White h4-h5
without immediate counterplay is akin to the ordinary Yugoslav Attack in the Dragon; our aim isto play in ‘ Taimanov
style’ with ...n7-h5 and ...e7-e6. 13.h5 b4 14.9a4

(14.5\ce2 Bfc8 15.hxg6 H)xb3+ 16.5xb3 hxg 17.5)¢5 £c6 18.£h6 £hSw)
14..5\xb3+ 15.5xb3 HHxh5 16.5)06

(16.g4 £)6 (16...5)g3? 17.%h2) 17.£)b6 Had8 18.5)a500)
16...2ad8 17.5)a5¢

13.94
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The character of the position demands that this be played. Timidity will not suffice; timeis of the essencelin therace to



determine which of the flank attacks will succeed. My initial attitude towards this system was that | should delay ...e7-
€6 for aslong as possible, because | felt | would aways have the option later on, and | thought there could be more
useful attacking moves on the queenside such as 13...5a5 (which also guards the important d5-square). However, as|
delved deeper into this variation, | realized that Black should keep the knight on c6 for alittle longer to deter White's
£e3-h6. Theresult is arather peculiar middlegame ‘ standoff’, where White cannot make progress with £e3-h6 until
Black moves his knight from c6, but at the same time Black cannot make progress on the queenside until he does either.

13.2xc6 This may look unnatural — and it is— but the ‘ computer move' which it is based on (14.£d4!) is not to be
underestimated. Black’ s f6-knight is the MV P (most valuable piece) of his position, as without it, White' s g2-g4xh5
would be decisive. Fortunately, the f6-knight is difficult to get at, as 13.£95?? loses to 13...2xe4. White's 13.5xc6
takes aim at Black’ s f6-knight by paving the way for 14.£d4. 13...&xc6

(13...dxc6 Black does not quite equalize here. 14.2c5 a5 15.a3 (15.a4 £a600) 15...8fd8 (15...b4 16.9a4 £a600) 16.We3
Hxdl+ 17.8xd1l a4 18.£a2 Hd8 19.8xd8+ Wxd8 20.e5 Nd5 21.5)xd5 cxd5 22.f4+)

14.2d4
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(14.8h6 a5 15.2xg7 shxg7 16.¥d4 b4 17.5)a4 d67 18.g47 hxgd 19.h5 Wa7! 20.8d2 £h8T)

14...85!

(14...66?! 15.65 (15.94 a5 16.gxh5 H)xh5=) 15...0h7 16.¥e3 a5 17.a4 Efb8 18.axb5 £xb5 19.g4 White's attack istoo
fast. 19...a4 20.2a2 hxg4 21.h5 a3 22.b3 £c6 23.hxg6 fxgb 24.5e4 Bf8 25.f4-)

15.65
(15.d5? &xd5 16.£xd5 Eac8¥)
15...e8 16./)d5

(16.%g5 a4 17.4\d5 Black has an embarrassment of riches, needing to choose between two beautiful variations
17...axb3!! (17...8xd5 18.£xd5 Ec8 19.2d2 e6 20.£2e4 Wca 21.ckbl Hd6!!2) 18.0xc7 bxa2 19.2d2 DXC7F)

16...2xd5 17.£xd5 Hc8
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Fair warning isin order: what followsisatotal mess. That being said, look closely and you will see that it is White who
needs to be accurate and find several (nontrivial) ‘only’-moves in order to survive the complications. As Black, playing
arisky line like this, we should welcome our opponents into what Tal called the “deep dark forest where 2+2=5 and the
path leading out is only wide enough for one”. 18.f4

(18.94 €6 19.264 £xe5 20.8xe5 Wixe5 21.2hel Wc5 22.Wh6 H\f6 23.8xg6 fxgb 24.Wxg6+ 2h8 25.g5 H1d5 26.h6+
¢bg8 27.Wg6+ £h8=)

18...d6 19.We2

(19.667 f57)
19...dxe5

(19...e6 20.2f3 £h6 21.93 d5 22.g4 &xf4+ 23.sb1-)
20.fxe5 Wh8a!!
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Making room to relocate the knight from e8-c7-e6. 21.g4
(21.a3 Hc7 22.8282 b42)
21...5c7 22.8f3 D eb 23.gxh5 Hca 24.8¢3
(24.c3 Efc8 25.%2b1 b4 26.2d5 bxc3 27.&xc4 Exc4 28.£xc3 2xc3 29.hxg6 fxg67)
24...2fc8!
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(24...W¢c7 25.hxg6 (25.50b1 Exc3 26.bxc3 )¢5 27.hxgb Had 28.gxf 7+ Exf7 29.We3 Hxc3+ 30.¢kcl Hxa2+ 31.2202
8xe5w) 25...8xc3 26.gxf 7+ £h8 27.bxc3 ¥xc3w0)

White's only move to not be clearly worse hereis... 25.2d701 25...%h6 26.hxg6 »f4 27.gxf7+ f8 28.Wd101 28...b4
29.¢bb1 29...bxc3 30.b3 W5 31.2d8+




(3L.chal Wa3 32.2d8+ Exd8 33.W/xd8+ shxf7 34.2d5+ 6 35.Wd7+ g8 36.8xe6+ H)xeb 37.1Wxe6+ ©h7 38. W5+
thg8 39.We6+ shh7=)

31...8xd8 32.Wxd8+ xf7 33.8f100 33...2d4 34.2h5+ cheb 35.Wg8+ bd7 36.294+ c7 37.Wc8+ b6 38.#h8+ e
39.2f3+

(39.¥c8+ &b6=)
39...52d7 40.2el Wa3 41.e6+ Hxe6 42.Wb5+ d8 43.Wh8+ bd7=;
13.82dgl? White cannot hope for an advantage with such timidity 13...e6 14.g4
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14..%d6! 15.9xc6 Wxd2+ 16.£xd2 dxc6 17.gxh5 £Hxh5F White's £b3 is a mere spectator, soon to be cornered by
Black’s c-pawn (...c5-c4).

13...e06!
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Like 13...2a5, this move also prevents White' s g4-g5 followed by £ c3-d5, but by keeping the knight on ¢6, White's
£e3-h6 is hindered. What follows is somewhat a game of ‘cat and mouse’ — White's main resource of £e3-h6 is
unavailable at present, and it is difficult to see how to continue the attack without that. Black would welcome White's
04-g5, which locks up the kingside and directs Black’ s knight to d6 via e8. On the other hand, Black’s queenside attack
is stalled by the fact that he can’t play ... c6-a5 without allowing £€3-h6. That being said, whereas Whiteis at aloss
for ways to improve his position, Black can place his rooks on the d-and-c (or b-) files and threaten both central
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counterplay and a queenside pawn storm. 13...9a5?!
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14.2h6! Thisis ultimately the problem with 13...a5 — White gets to exchange Black’s ‘ Dragon bishop’. White
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threatens 9 d4-f5, so the following (14...e6) is forced.

a) 14.gxh5 &£ xh5 15.2hgl
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Computers take some time to appreciate the power of thisidea, but anyone who has studied the Yugoslav Attack will
know that White' srecipeisto, as Fischer said, “pry open” filesto Black’ s king, then “sac, sac, mate”. 15...€6!
(15...2xb3+ 16.axb3 b4 17.%9a4 d5 18.2g5! Thisisthe point. White really does intend to “sac, sac, mate” 18...dxe4
19.8xh5! €5 (19...gxh5 20.8g1+-) 20.%h2 gxh5 21.5f5+— White' s attack is overwhelming) 16.2g5!

: E %M // @ /
6 }/ . // / 1/
s\l A
41 _ ) @:ﬁ. %%/ ®
BQﬁﬁfﬁﬁ/
1 @E/ /

a b c de f gh

The aggressively inclined Black player may be in dismay — White isinitiating dangerous thresats like Eg5xh5, and
Black’s counterattack seems far off. However, as Suba teaches in his book Dynamic Chess Strategy, “initiativeisa
psychological advantage”, so it is up to us as defenders to grant or deny this advantage to our opponents. The
aggressor is not better simply by virtue of being on the offensive: White was the first to initiate action but if we
defend well, he may quickly run out of steam and be left with no attack and static pawn weaknesses. 16...52h7!
(16...2f671 17.8xh5 gxh5 18.f4+) 17.2dgl £f6 18.8xh5+ gxh5 19.65 Hxb3+ 20.axb3 £xe5 21.5g5 £9g8
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This position is adraw according to my computer. Technically, then, Black is not worse in this variation, but you can
see why | prefer to avoid this mess by playing 13...e6!. 22.8xh5+ (22.2)xe6 dxeb 23.2xh5+ g6 24.2g5+ bh7=
(24...f6 25.8xe5 Wxe5 26.2d4
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26...2g1+ 27.5)d1 &xf3 28.8xe5+ che?!! Study-like 29.%b4+ he8 30.62d2 Ed8+ 31.e3 &xd1=) ) 22...82g6 23.%d3+
bf6 24.f4 £d6:0 The Higher Power callsthis“0.00”, but | would not write a book recommending this madness as the
first option.;

b) 14.95 Black is usually happy to see this; White blocks off his own attack and lures Black’ s knight to e8 where it
wants to go anyway 14...2e8! 15.)de2 Hd6!
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When the concept of transporting this maneuver from the Taimanov occurred to me, | was pessimistic that it would
turn out to be possible in the Accelerated Dragon. It was a pleasant surprise when | saw that the computers approve of
it, and asit turns out it isarecurring theme in thisline. 16.£f4 b4 17.9a4 (17.d5? Hxb3+ 18.axb3 £xd5 19.%xd5
2fc8 20.2d2 ab! 21.£xd6 exd6 22.Wxd6 a4 23.Wxc7 Exc7 24.¢2b1 a3!F) 17...2fc8 18.£xd6 exd6 19.¢bbl
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19...d5! 20.exd5 Hxb3 21.cxb3 &xd5 22.Wxd5 Wc2+ 23.ckal Wxe2e;
14...e6
(14...2xb3+
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In the one tournament game in which | had this position over the board, | played this move. | took over the advantage
in that game, but only because my opponent let me...15.axb3 b4 16.5) ce2 hxgd 17.2xg7 sbxg7 18.Wg5 Hh7
19.Wxe7?! (19.Wxg4 €6 20.4)f4+) 19...Wa5 20.Wxd7? gxf3! 21.5)f4? Wal+ 22.¢2d2 Wixb2 23.5de6+ og8 24.5)xf8
Wc3+ 25.¢hcl £xed+ Cao,J-Panjwani,R Kitchener 2015).

15.8hel!
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Not an easy move for humans to find because we tend to expect that the battle will be decided on the kingside. The logic
of thismove is clear: White threatens e4-e5, and Black cannot prevent this with 15...d6 for tactical reasons.
Furthermore, White' s pressure on the kingside is still felt, and eventually some sort of 2d4-f5 or gxh5 will be decisive.

(15.£xg7 This eases Black’ stask alittle; there is no need to take on g7, as Black certainly couldn’t allow White's
queen to infiltrate by taking on h6 15...52xg7 16.g5 (16.2hel Hxb3+ 17.axb3 d6x) 16...He8! (16...2)g8!? 17.2hel b4
(17...0e7 18.f4 Bad8 19.f5 g8 Black’ s position is surprisingly resilient) 18.9)a4 €5 19.5)e2@\xb3+20.axb3 Hac8
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21.5hb1 a5 22.c4 £c6=) 17.sob1
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17...2d8! Preparing the thematic ... e8-d6, since now after 18.5)xe6+ dxeb the d6-Knight is defended 18.4)de2 hg8!
Threatening ...b5-b4 (18...b4 19.%d4++-) 19.f4 b4 20.5a4 Hxb3 21.cxb3 d5! 22.exd5 a5!2)

15...5xb3+

(15...b4 16.Ha4 hxgd 17.8xg7 sbxg7 18.65 Dd5 19.fxga; 15...d6?7? 16.£2xe6! £xh6 17.Wxh6 fxeb 18.Wxg6+ Wg7
19.Wxg7+ xg7 20.2)xe6++-)

16.axb3 d6 17.2xg7 $bxg7 18.gxh5 &xh5 19.8g1
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Black is suffering. White' s attack is not decisive, but lacking counterplay Black is condemned to passive defense.
19...¢bh7

(19...2ae8 20.b4 Black needs to be accurate to not collapse here. 20...2f6?1 21.h5! Hxh5 22.f4 d5:23 Edf 1 dxed

A N w b OO N o
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24.f51+; 19...8h87? 20.8Exg6++-)
20.%g5 Threatening £ d4xe6, as well as f4-f5.

(20.Hg5 298 21.b4 2ad8 22.5\de2 16 23.2g4 €5!=)
20...8fe8 21.b4! Hac8

(21.. %7 22.5\b3+)
22.%2b1 We7 23.5\b3+ Black is positionally dominated.

14.€b1

Small ‘refinement’ moves like this are useful prophylaxis for when the position (inevitably) explodes.
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14.a3 Thisis admittedly a‘computer move’ — | can’t imagine many humans will weaken their king position
unprovoked. Nevertheless, it isinstructive to see how Black builds up attacking potential. 14...Efc8!
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In such positionsit is notoriously difficult to decide which rook to put on agiven file. Pal Benko is rumored to have
joked that his method is as follows: think really hard, decide which rook would be the right choice, then play the other
rook! By placing the f-Rook on c8 instead of d8, Black sidesteps a potential £e3-g5 pin, and also defends his ¥/c¢7 in
case, after ...%\c6-e5 for example, White pins the Knight with £€3-f4 or ¥d2-h2.

(14...0a5? Thisawaysrunsinto £€3-h6 15.2h6+ (15.g95 | can't resist including some pretty variations which |
encountered in my research. 15...2e8 16.2a2
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16...2d6! Computers rarely suggest this as their first choice (including here) but from my perspective, if | can get
away with this maneuver then I’'m playing it 17.W¥h2 (17.2xe6 fxe6 18.%xd6 ¥xd6 19.2xd6 £xc3 20.bxc3 Exf3
21.2b6 & c4 22.8xc4 bxcd 23.8xd7 £xed=) 17...e5! 18.0b3 Dacs 19.£f2 ab
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Black’s pieces are the picture of harmony; in contrast, look at White's! 20.2d5 £xd5 21.8xd5 To those who complain
that computers have ruined chess, | sympathize for the most part, but every now and then they win back our hearts
with ingenious sequences like the following 21...0xb2!! 22.¢bxb2 Hca+ 23.¢bal d6!! White's pieces are so
uncoordinated that Black can take time out of his day for this calm, solidifying move, covering the c5 square and
threatening ... c4xa3. (23...0xa3 24.8c5+) 24.c3 b4! 25.a4 Wc6 26.5b1 Wxad 27.8el Efb8
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Alas, at |least as often as computers uncover hidden beauties for us, they ruin our fun with flawless defense, insisting
that chess played correctly settles down to a draw. 28.We2 Ha3 29.2cl H\b5 30.2d3 £f8= Apparently 0.00 but we
needn’t continue along these lines, as 15.2h6 must not be permitted earlier on.))

15.4f4
a) 15.5)xc6 £xc6 16.2f4 Wh7 17.2e5 b4! 18.axb4
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18...a5!! 19.Wf4 (19.bxa5?? &xab 20.Wf4 Exe5! 21.Wxe5 Hxed—+) 19...axb4 20.8xf6 (20.2b1 Hxed!! 21.8xg7
(21.fxed &xe5 22.Wxe5 &xed 23.2h2 hxgds) 21...0c5!! 22.8c4 soxg7 23.gxh5 £xf3 24.2df1 £xh5 25.Wxf7+ &h8
26.Wf6+ cbh7=) 20...bxc3 21.bxc3 Hab!F Black enjoys superior king safety and White's light-squared bishop is caught
offside, unable to assist on the Kingside;

b) 15.59b1 £)e5 16.£05 hxgd 17.2xf6 £xf6 18.h5 g5 19.fxgd Wc5! 20.8df1 We7e
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Black plansto play ...Ec8-c5 and double up rooks on the c-file, threatening to sacrifice the exchange on ¢3 with
devastating effect.;

15...e5 16.Wh2 d6
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Black has alot going for him: more central pawns, White's attack has been halted, and Black’ s queenside attack isjust
getting started. In addition to this, the tactics on €6 do not work for White.

17.5)xe6

(17.8x€e5 dxe5 18.51xe6 fxeb 19.£xe6+ h7 20.8xc8 Exc8)
17...fxe6 18.2xe5 dxe5 19.95 We7 20.gxf6 £xf6 21.Wh3 2c6 22.%g3 &h7=;
14.95 H)e8
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15.de2
a) 15.a3 Hab 16.52b1 (16.282 Hc4 17.2xc4 bxed=) 16...d5! 17.exd5 Hxb3 18.cxb3
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18...2d8! We have seen this before; it is worth keeping thisideain mind. 19.2c1 (19.dxe6 £xf3+) 19...Wh8=;

b) 15.5xc6 £xc6 16.2c5 d6 17.£xd6? (17.£d4 £xd4 18.Wxd4 Eb82) 17...xd6 18.Wxd6 Whe!+ with ...a5-a4 to
follow:;

15...d6 16.2hf1 Hab 17.¢bbl
(17.f4? b4 18.5 a4 Hxb3+ 19.axb3 £xed¥)

17...Ed8! Since White' s pawn storm has been blockaded, he is condemned to meandering piece play, whereas Black is
effectively up apawn in the center. 18.2d4 d5 19.exd5 £ xb3 20.axb3 &xd5=;

14.5xc6 £xc6 15.2f4 Wh7
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16.£h6 a5 17.8xg7 &xg7 18.95



(18.gxh5 £)xh5 19.8hg1 a4 20.2d5 b4 21.¥d4+ hh7 22.8xc6 dxc 23.5)e2 ¢5!2)

18...5e8 Computers take quite some time to realize that black has no problems here. 19.£d5 b4 20.£xc6 ¥xc6 21.5e2
Hd8=;

14.2dgl Wd6! 15.9xc6 Wxd2+ 16.2xd2 &xc6 17.g5 Hes2
14...8fd8

14...Ead8 The following is agood illustration of what not to do. 15.a3 d5?! 16.gxh5 Hxh5 17.2xc6 £xc6 18.exd5 exd5
19.£05 8d7 20.5e2 £b7 21.5\d4+;

14...Efc8? Thisdoesn't work here, as White hasn’'t weakened himself with a2-a3, so Black’ s queenside pawn stormis
less effective than in was after 14.a3. 15.2xc6

(15.8f4 He5 16.%h2 d6 17.%)xe6 fxeb 18.£xe5 dxe5 19.£xe6+ oh7 20.g5 £e8 21.£xc8 Exc8=)
15...8xc6 16.£f4 Wh7 17.£e5 a5

(17...b4 18.1f4 bxc3 19.8xf6 Wc7 20.Wg5+)
18.%f4 a4 19.£xe6 dxeb 20.2xf6 b4 21.8xg7 bxg7 22.5)e2+

15.95

We are in unexplored territory here, so | can only guess what White' slikely choice would be in an over-the-board
situation. | suspect that the urge to ‘ do something’ would be overwhelming, and White would be the first to cavein.
These days we tend to think the onusis on White to initiate complications. In the early days of chess, they used to think
that the more talented player has a moral responsibility to initiate aggression!

15.2h6 White invites simplifications which yield no advantage 15...£xh6 16.%xh6 Q\xd4 17.8xd4 ¥e5!
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a b C d e f g
18.gxh5
(18.%7d2 hxg4 19.fxg4 b4 20.2xb4 Hxed 21.79xed &xed 22.8f1 d5 23.8b7 Ef8=
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The computer gives ‘zeroes (“0.00”) but | would prefer Black in a practical setting because Black has a better Bishop,
more central pawns, and potential for taking over theinitiative with ...a5-a4, whereas attempts by White to ‘do
something’ seem to only make his position worse. 24.g5?! a5 25.a4 £ab8 26.2b5 £xb5 27.axb5 ¥c7+ With ...Ef8-b8

to follow.)
18...0xh5 19.8hd1 ¥f4!

(19...£¢6 Black should be able to hold here with accurate play but the position is alittle annoying to defend because
Black lacks a constructive plan. Thisiswhy | recommend forcing matters by liquidating with 19...%f4, 20./e2 a5
21.a3 b4 (21...8e8 22.8gl Eab8 23.f4 Wg7 24.Wg5 d5 25.e5t) 22.a4 He8wx)

20.¥xf4
(20.Wg5 £c6 21.5e2 Wixg5 22.hxg5 a5 23.a3 f8=)
20..9\xf4 21.8xd7 Exd7 22.8xd7 £c6=
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It is not necessary to memorize the precise way Black drawsin the ensuing variations; | include them just for the sake of
completeness, but without comments. It is enough to recognize that White' s h4 pawn is bound to eventually capitulate
to Black’s ...&2g8-g7 and ...2a8-h8 or ...\ f4-g2, and White' s Bishop remains frozen, missing in action on b3.

23.8¢7
(23.2d6 £c8=; 23.2d2 ©f8! 24.5e2 Hixe2 25.2xe2 she7 26.8g2 £h8 27.8g4 e5=)

23..2e824.€5

a) 24.2¢5 b4 25.0d1 (25.0 a4 £xad 26.2xad hg7=) 25...£b5 26.¢4 bxc3 27.5xc3 £d3+ 28.¢bcl (28.£¢2 hg7
29.&xd3 Hxd3 30.2a5 £h8 31.E2xa6 £xh4=) 28...2d8=;

b) 24.s¢1 2d8=;

C) 24.a4 Ng2 25.axb5 axb5=;
24...8d8 25.a4

(25.a3 ab 26.a4 bxad 27.9)xad £g2=)

25...bxad

(25...20g27? It isinspiring that despite such an error Black can still hold; such margin for error isimportant to account
for when choosing arepertoire. 26.a5! 9\xh4 27.f4 g2 28.8a7 Dxf4 29.9e4 £c6 30.0d6 £d7 31.5xab g5 32.5e4

g6 33.2xg5 Nxeb=)
26.8xa4

(26.804 Hg2 27.8xa6 HHxhd 28.8b7 Bd7 29.8xd7 £xd7 30.2a2 g5 31.5ed thg7 32.5)xg5 H1g6 33.2a3 Hixeb 34.:004
5 35.¢0¢5 16 36.f4 Higb 37.5h3 €5=; 26.5)xad Hg2 27.6)¢5 Hxh4 28,4 Hig2 29.5\xab Hxf4=)

26...2xa4 27.5xad Bdl+

(27..5)g2 28.8¢4 a5 (28...2d5 29.8c8+ shg7 30.c4 Exe5 31.c5+) 29.c3 2d3 (29...55g7 30.04 axb4 31.cxb4 He3 32.8c3
£d5 33.2b3z) 30.04 axb4 31.cxb4 ExF3 32.2b2 He3 33.2e4 H1d5 34.05 5 35.exf6 Ef5 36.50a3 (36.2xe6 H1c7=)
36...5\xf6 37.8xe6 ©f7 38.206 £)d7 39.2b7 the6 40.5)¢3 Bh5 41.8¢7 Exha 42.h6 HX06 43.5c6+ Bf5 44.5x06=)

28.ha2 2h1 29.4)¢5
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(29.b4 Exh4 30.82a7 Dd5 31.¢c3 Hxba+ 32.cxb4 Bxb4 33.)¢5 Ef4 34.5xab Exf3=)
29...8xh4 30.5xa6 Nd5 31.8c8+ g7 32.5¢7 He7 33.5He8+ f8 34.2a8 2f4 35.40f6+ 2g7 36.8a3 £c6 37.5) g4 g5=;

15.2f4 €5
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16.g5
(16.50f5 gxf5 17.205 Hab 18.8xf6 £xf6 19.2d5 f4 20.g5 £97 21.96 &f8 22.4x7 Hac8T)
16...Hxed!
(16...5xd4 17.¥xd4 d6 18.¥d3 Hxed 19.9)xed exf4 20.9f6+ ©h8 21.2helwxo)
17.5xed exf4e;
15.2dgl b4 16.0a4 d5!
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17.gxh5
(17.95 &Hxed! 18.fxed dxed 19.c3 bxc3 20.bxc3 Habz)
17..5xh5 18.2)xe6

(18.2xg6 fxg6 19.5xe6 We5 20.H)xd8 Exd8 21.£xd5+ £h8=; 18./¢c5 Hxd4 19.£xd4 &xd4 20.Wxd4 dxed 21.Wxb4
£d5 22.5\xed &xed 23.fxed g3 24.8h3 Hie2 25.8f1 Hig3 26.2g1=)

18...fxe6 19.8xg6 Wf7 20.Wg2
(20.2g5 £He5e; 20.Exe6 Habe)
20...0e5 21.2h6 Hf4
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22.8xf4 Wixf4 23.8xe6 Wxf3 24.W gl

(24.29g1 Wxg2 25.8xg2 &f8 26.2f2+ g8 27.292 &f8=)
24...8e8 25.4¢c5

(25.2b6 Ha7 26.h5 2h8 27.h6 £f8T)
25..8c6=

15...9e8 16. W2 He5
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Around now White will start to regret caving under the pressure to ‘do something’ with 15.g5.

17.9de2

17.2f4 & d6! 2 White' s kingside attack is distant memory, and the funis just getting started for Black.;
17.a3 A d6 18.%de2 & dc4 19.£d4 d5!
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20.2xc4 Hxca 21.8xg7 soxg7 22.exd5 £xd5 23.0xd5 8xd5 24.8xd5 exds 25.%d4+ Web 26.Wxe5+ Hxeb 27.5)d4 Hc8
28.¢c3 b=,

17.Wg3 Hd62

17..8c4 18.8xc4



18.2d4 d5 19.&xc4 &xd4 20.8xd4 dxcd 21.8xd8 Exd82

18...¥xc4 19.£d4

19.82d2 d5 20.Ehd1 a5! 21.exd5 b4 22.b3 Wab 23.5) a4 Exd5 24.8xd5 £xd5

A N w b OO N

25.\b6 £b8 26.9)xd5 exd5 27.2d4
(27.8xd5? )¢7 28.2d3 Hb5T)
27...8xd4 28.5)xd4 Hd6=

19...£xd4 20.8xd4
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20.%xd4 ¥ich! 21.8d2 9 d6 22.9b3 Wixf2 23.8xf2 &\c4 24.9¢5 £.c6=;

20.%xd4 Wc7!=

20...Wc5 21.f4 Hd6l e




( Appendix )

1.e4 c5 2.3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Dxd4 Db 5.90c3 297 6.2e3 Df6 7.2c4 0-0 8.2b3 a6 9.f3 ¥Wc7 10.Wd2 Hab
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This may (with further research) turn out to be playable (and if my mainline runsinto problemsthisis a serious fallback
to research further) but | prefer to continue devel oping before committing the knight. In the early stages of developing
thissystem | tried out all kinds of move orders, and ultimately realized that Black should keep the knight on ¢c6 so asto
deter White's £e3-h6 as long as possible (when ... c6xd4 would win a piece).

11.0-0-0

11.£05 6!
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The core theme of my system. 12.0-0-0

(12.0-0 b5 13.&fel d6 14.a3 b8 15.8ed1 £\c4 16.2xc4 bxc4 17.8abl £b7 18.4de2 d57)
12...b5 13.a3 £b7 14.2b1

(14.2a2 D4 15.8xc4 Wixed 16.9b3 a5 17.%d3 ¥xd3 18.8xd3 b4F)
14...d5!
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15.exd5

(15.8xf6 £xf6 16.exd5 Dxb3 17.2xb3 £xc3 18.bxc3 £xd5—+)
15...5xb3 16.2xb3 Hxd5¥;
11.g4
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11...b5!

(11...e67? If Black isintent on this 10...)a5 variation then he should prefer 11...b5 instead. 12.h4 (12.0-0-0 b5 13.£h6
£xh6 14.¥xh6 b4 15.20ce2 2b7 16.hd D xb3+ 17.axb3 Efc8xo
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18.8d2 (18.c4 bxc3 19.0xc3 d57) 18...2xe4 19.fxed4 Hxe4 20.h5 (20.2f1 d5+) 20...95) 12...h5 13.0-0-0 b5 14.£h6+
Again, Black wishes his knight were on c6 to deter this move.)

12.g5 »Hxb3 13.axb3 b4
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Black isjust in time: he will play £ h5 only after White's knight moves from ¢3 (and therefore cannot reach ds).;

11.0-0 I include this move, because computers endorse it, but | can’t imagine humans combining f3 with 0-0. 11...b5
12.24 b4 13.d5 Hxd5 14.2xd5
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14...8b7

(14...2b8 Black may prefer this. 15.2acl €6 16.2a2 Nc4 17.8xc4 Wixcd 18.b3 W7 19.¢3 bxc3 20.8xc3 Wab=)
15.¥xb4

(15.8xb7 Wxb7+; 015.b3 e6 16.2xb7 Wxb77)

15...&xd5 16.exd5 Eab8 17.¥c3 &fc8+ Black is calling all the shots. In most openings, White can get away with afew
inaccuracies, especially with innocent devel oping moves, but the price of an inaccuracy is quite high for Whitein this

system.

11...b5
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12.h4!

12.g4 Black generally has three ways of meeting this move, all intended to prevent White from playing g4-g5 and £c3-
ds:

1) ...&c8-b7
2) ...e7-e6
3) wait for g4-g5 and meet it with ...b5-b4.
Concrete factors determine which of theseis the best in each particular situation. 12...£b7 13.h4
(13.g5? Hh5 14.9d5 £xd5 15.£xd5 Zab8F
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A sample continuation may be... 16.5b1 £c4 17.8xc4 bxcd 18.¢3 2b7 19.¢bal Efb8 20.2b1 a5 21.5e2 ad 22.a3 2b3
23.sha2 (23.5)c1 &xc3) 23...e6! 24.5g3 Hixg3 25.hxg3 £8b5 26.¥h2 Wd6 27.Wxh7+ sbfs—+ White is defenseless
against the combined threats of ...2g7xc3 and infiltration with ...%d6-d3 (threatening ...Exb2+).)

13...2ac8!
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Anisolated instance where Black can allow White to play h4-h5.

(13...h5?! Black would ideally like to prevent White' s h4-h5 but since Black’s knight is on a5, White now has
14.£h6!— White threatens 2 d4-f5, so the following is forced 14...e6 15.8hel! &\xb3+ (15...d67? 16.2xe6+-) 16.axb3
d6 17.gxh5 Hxh5 18.2xg7 sxg7 19.8g1 &h7 20.W g5+ Black is on the defensive. Things aren’t so dire, but we can
do better (13...Eac8!).)

14.0b1
(14.h5? b4 15504
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15...5xed!! 16.fxed £xed 17.hxgb £xb3+ 18.axb3 fxg6F 19.2h27? e5—+)

14...e5! 15.5de2 d5! 16.g5 Hxb3 17.axb3 d4 18.gxf6 dxe3 19.¥d6 £h8 20.Wxc7 Exc7 21.8d6 Efc8 22.h5 Ec6 23.82d7
E6c7 24.2d6=;
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12...8b7

(12...&c4? Thisshould ‘feel” wrong; Black needs to harness more potential energy before striking. 13.£xc4 bxc4
14.94-)

13.a3

(13.94 The position is very rich, and Black has many possibilities. I'll just show a couple of them. 13...2ac8 (13...e6
14.h4 (14.5de2? d5 15.g5 Dh5 16.exd5 b4 17.5e4 exds 18.2xd5 (18.4)¢5? d4! 19.2xd4 &xf3 20.8xg7 Hxg7
21.5d7 8ad8 22.8hf1 Hxb3 23.axb3 Exd7 24.%xd7 Wxd7 25.8xd7 £xe2¥) 18...2ad8 19.£f4 Wb6 20.2e3 Wh5
21.8xf7+ bxf7 22.0d6+ Exd6 23.Wxd6 D ca 24.Wc7+ g8 25.4¢5 Ha3+ 26.52cl Wixe2 27.4xf8 We3+ 28.2d2
Bxb2+ 29.¢bxb2 Wixd2 30.£h6 Wd4+ 31.6b3 Wd5+ 32.¢bb2 Wd4+ 33.%2b3=) 14...d5! 15.65 (15.g5 Dh5 16.exd5
A xb3 17.cxb3 b4 18.9e4 &xd52) 15...0d7 16.f4 &\cd 17.Wel (17.8xc4 dxcd 18.8hf1 Hc52) 17...4¢5 18.h5 Dxe3
19.%xe3 g5l 2
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) White has two main options now.
a) 14.g5 ©h5 (14...b4
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Things get pretty insanein this line. Fortunately it isn't necessary for Black to go into this. 15./)f5!

(15.9 84 Hxed! 16.fxed xed 17.8c1 Hxb3 18.axb3 £xhl 19.8xh1 f6=) 15...bxc3 16.5xe7+ £h8 17.Wf2 Hh5 18.£b6
(18.5xc8 ¥xc8) 18...We5 19.5)xc8 Dxb3 20.axb3 £xc8=) 15.20d5 &xd5 16.exd5 Hcd 17.8xc4 bxca 18.c3
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18...e5! Thisisathematic push in thisline, made possible by Black holding back the d7 pawn. 19.dxe6 fxe67;

b) 14.h4 5! 15.2de2 £ xb3 16.cxb3 (16.axb3 d5 17.exd5 Hxd5) 16...b4 17.4d5 £xd5 18.exd5 e4 19.8cl Wh7+;
13...e6!

(13...2ad8 14.%f2 Wh8! 22

a) 14...d5 15.f5 dxe4 16.£b60o;

b) 14...0c4 15.8xc4 bxc4 (15...%xc4 16.9b3t) 16.0de2t);
14.g4 ds!
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15.e5
(15.95 Dh5 16.exd5 Hxb3 17.cxb3 Ead8! 18.Wc2 (18.dxe6? £xf3—+) 18...exd52)
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15...0d7 16.f4 &hca 17.2xc4 dxc4 18.8hfl b2

12.805 b7
12.4h6

0 M~ W W < MO oy T

(12...e5?? 13.5f5+— Beware of thisl; 12...5)¢c4? Too soon, Black needs to harness more potential before striking

13.&xc4 £xh6 14.%xh6 bxc4 15.h4+— White is too fast, Black has no counterplay.)

13.5xb3
(13.axb3 £xh6 14.%xh6 b4 15.5)d5 Hxd5 16.exd5 5! 17.4f5 gxf5 18.Wg5+ 2h8 19.¥f6+ &g8

13...2xh6 14.¥xh6 2b72

12...0xb3+

0O M~ W W < O oy v

abcdefgh



Black will continue ...&fc8, ...a5, ...b4, etc.

12...h5
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13.£h6!

This poses Black the most problems when the knight is on &5.

13.g4!? b7 14.2h6—

(14.95 He8 15.56b1 H\d6! 16.0d5 £xd5 17.£xd5 Eac8F 18.Wd3 e6 19.£b3 H\dcd 20.£¢1 d5! 21.exd5 Efd8 22.5)xe6
fxe6 23.Wxg6 Nad+ 24.cal Hxb3+ 25.cxb3 Wc2—+)

13...5xb3+ 14.axb3
14.5xb3 £xh6 15.%xh6 £b7 16.a3 Bac8 17.¢bb1l a5

14...£b7 15.04 €6 16.b4!+
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Such positions are to be avoided: White dominates on all sides of the board, which will be evident after ©\d4-b3-a5(c5).



CHAPTER 4
MAROCZY BIND: BREYER VARIATION

1.64 ¢5 2.5)f3 g6 3.04 cxd4 4.5)xd4 £g7 5.04 Hc6 6.863 HT6 7.0¢3 Hgd 8.¥xgl Hixd4 9.8d1 €5

82/2@@/ %
6 0, 1
5 / // ;’if” %
47 ﬁ/ﬂ fyﬁ// _
3 %? ) ,;@qy ,,,,,,, %y »
175 W/@“@Q\/ =4
a b c de f gh

Contents

1.6.5c2 £)f6

2.6.5c2 €6

3.10.£e2

4.10.9b5 0-0?

5. 10.0b5 d6!N 11.sidelines
6. 10.20b5 d6!'N 11.%d2
7.10.£d3 d6

Appendix. 10.£d3 0-0

( 1

1.e4 ¢5 2.3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Dxd4 £9g7 5.c4
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We have here the starting position of the Maroczy Bind, named after Hungarian master Geza Maroczy (1870-1951).
Maroczy was one of the best playersin the world in the early 1900s, and was even set to play a World Championship
match with Emanuel Lasker in 1906, but for various political reasons the match did not end up taking place. He was an
engineer by training, and afinancial auditor by profession. Capablanca, near the end of hislifein the early 1940s, said
of Maroczy that “with the exception of Botvinnik and Keres, Mardczy in his time was superior to all the other young
masters of today.” Maroczy popularized White' s setup in his capacity as a chess journalist, but there are no published
games of hiswhere he played the system with White. In fact, the first recorded game in the Maroczy Bind is Swiderski-

Maroczy, 1904, where Maroczy defended the Black side of the Accelerated Dragon against the (to be named) Maroczy
Bind. In order to combat the Maroczy Bind, Black must follow a dark-squares strategy. Notice that in asserting the
central c4/e4 ‘clamp’, White has forever denied the (dark) d4-sguare protection from a pawn. We will seein the
subchapter 3 that the Breyer Variation is based on seizing this square from White' s grip. In keeping with the dark-

squares strategy, exchanging dark-squared bishopsisin general congenial to Black. In fact, GM Tiviakov once
highlighted the importance of this exchange by playing the highly creative, though slightly dubious, 1.e4 c5 2.0f3 &c6
3.d4 cxd4 4.4 xd4 g6 5.c4 £h6! 2.

5..4c6 6.2c2
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Thisis not the most challenging line for Black, but since it has been played by Keres, Tal, Korchnoi, and Carlsen, it has
earned our serious attention. White usually waits for Black to play ...£c8-d7 before retreating this Knight, because
Black’s two most common ways of countering £\c2 are either a) ... f6-d7-c5, often capturing on ¢3 with the g7 bishop
(an option made available by White's departure from d4), or b) ...£c8-e6 (which is not recommended when White's
knight is on d4) and quickly targeting the c4 pawn with ...2a8-c8, ...4)c6-€5, etc. The latter of these plans will be
covered when we discuss the ‘Main Line’ Maroczy. Here | will go over two additional systems for the reader who
wishes to take advantage of White' s premature retreat.

\\‘\\\\

\\\ \\

6..2f6 7.2c3 0-0 8.2e2 b6

The double-fianchetto is particularly adept at meeting White' s \d4-c2. With the knight on d4, areliable way to meet
Black’s double fianchetto is with £ d4xc6, which is not possible here.

9.0-0 &b7
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Black intends to continue with the at first glance unbelievable, but in this book thematic, ... f6-e8-d6, followed by ...f7-
f5.

10.f3

10.£f4 This deters Black’s ...\ e8-d6 idea but after ... f6-e8 Black may instead gain atempo on the f4-bishop after
...2)e8-c7-e6. Also, White' s f4-bishop is under X-ray attack from Black’ s f8 rook after an eventual ...f7-f5. 10...2c8
11.5e3 He8 12.f3

(12.2947? h5 13.5e3? e5—+ Herman-Panjwani, New Y ork 2014)
12...50¢c7 13.5ed5 N eb6 14.2e3 f5 15.exf5 Exf52

e i -
E::_’.—-"f//? y % ;//__/ ///__
“ :
o % By
a b cde f g h

Black will continue with ... e6-d4, ...e7-€6, and eventually ...d7-d5.;
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10.£95 Not the most popular, but quite possibly White's best. 10...2e8!

(10...2c8?! Black should not delay ...2)f6-€8, because that allows White to coordinate in the center and render the plan
too slow. 11.f3 h6 12.8e3 bh7 13.Wel He8? 14.2d1 Hd6?! 15.%d2! (15.%h1 f5 16.¢5 bxc5 17.£xc5 fxed 18.£xd6

exf3 19.2xf3 exd62 01 (35) Sadorra,J (2431)-Jobava,B (2664) Al Ain UAE 2008) 15...f5 16.exf5 H)xf5 17.Wxd7
Axe3 18.%)xe3+)

11.%d2

(11.f3 £xc3 (11...2d6 12.¥xd6! exd6 13.£xd8 Zaxd8 14.2ad1x Black certainly has compensation for the weakened
structure, because White is without his prized dark-squared bishop, but | think Black’s compensation will be at best

enough for adraw, and as agenera ruleit is worth avoiding positions where your opponent is playing for two
results.) 12.bxc3 Hg72
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Black will play in accordance with the system of Nimzowitsch: first blockade White' s doubled c-pawns with ...d7-d6,
... g7-e6-c5, then pile up on the weak c4-pawn with ...2a8-c8, ...\ c6-85, ...2b7-a6.)

11...5)d6 12.f3
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12..f5!

(12...f6 Itisinstructive to see how Black ends up worse after this move. 13.£f4 (13.2h6 £xh6 14.¥xh6 & e5 15.b3
052) 13...2065 14.9e3 f5 15.exf5 Dxf5 16.2xf5 Exf5 17.£e3 Ec8 18.b3 Black cannot allow White to coordinate like
this, because Black has made anti-positional moves and he can only get away with them if he plays energetically
enough to prevent White from ‘ achieving harmony’. Therefore, Black lives and dies by the power of his counterplay:
here, unfortunately, Black has capitulated control over the center, and is consequently unable to achieve the desired
...d7-d5. 18...f7 19.8adl Hd6 20.£d4+)

13.exf5
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Both recaptures on f5 are interesting, but my analysis indicates that 13...2xf5 is the better of the two. 13...2Axf5
(13...8xf5? 14.2h6! This move, whichisall too easy for White to find, makes life difficult for Black. From a broader
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perspective this should not surprise us: by exchanging pieces White dulls Black’ s counterplay, which is Black’s only
compensation for his hanging central pawns and multiple weaknesses. (14.£e3 ¥f8! 15.2adl &f7 16.c5 O f5 17.cxb6
€6 18.bxa7 Nxe3 19.Wxe3 Hxarz) 14...Wf8 15.2xg7 Wxg7 16.b3 Eaf8 17.2adl g5 In a practical game Black can
probably get away with playing like this, but | cannot recommend this as something to aim for from the outset.
18.2d3 8f4 19.0e4 He5 20..)xd6 exd6 21.2e2! 88f6 22.4e3t)

14.8adl &c8! 15.b3
(15.¥xd7? £d4+ 16.8xd4 Dfxd4 17.Wxb7 Hxc2F)
15...h6! Black guarantees himself the two bishops, if he desires. 16.24 g5
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Irrespective of where White moves his bishop, Black will continue with ...e7-e6 and ...d7-d5. It is amazing that Black
can get away with this central break seeing as White currently has four pieces directly targeting at the d5 square and
Black has none! 17.293

(17.2€3 €6 (17...d5!? 18.5)xd5 (18.cxd5?? £xc3 19.%xc3 Hcdd—+) 18...e6 19.0db4 (19.9¢3 Wif6 20.0b5 Hcd8
21.Wcl ab 22.ba3 Hxe3 23.Wxe3 Nd4 24.0xd4 Wxd4! =) 19...2xb4 20.Wxb4 Wc7 21.2f2 2e5 22.h3 Ng3 23.£xg3
£xg3w) 18.2d3 (18.5b5 d5! 19.cxd5 exd5 20.Wxd5+? Wixd5 21.8xd5 Hab 22.8d2 Exc2 23.8xc2 Hxe3—+) 18...d5!
19.&xf5 Exf5 20.cxd5 exd5 White' s position is slightly more pleasant but Black shouldn’t have much difficulty
holding. 21.2d4 (21.2xd5 Wd6%) 21...20xd4 22.&xd4 £xda+ 23.Wxd4 W6
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Black will have enough activity to compensate for his pawn deficiency. It is not worth memorizing an exact path to
equality in the ensuing variations; there are multiple paths. 24.¥ixf6 (24.2b5 £a6 25.Wa4 £2xb5 26.%xb5 d4 27.%d3
2d5=) 24...5xf6 25.0xd5 Heb 26.70b4 a5 27.0)d3 £a6 28.2fel Bxel+ 29.40)xel Ee8 30.0c2 2e2 31.2d8+ &f7
32.5)d4 Bxa2 33.2d6 Bal+ 34.%f2 Ba2+ 35.55e3 h5 36.2xb6 £f1=)

17...€6
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18.2\b5
(18.£f2 d5!! 19.cxd5? £xc3 20.Wxc3 D cd4d+)

18...d5! Black will be fine after along forcing series of exchanges. 19.cxd5 exd5 20.%xd5+ Wxd5 21.5xd5 S cd4
22.8xd4 8xc2 23.2c4+ ©h8 24.2d3 g4! 25.9d6 Hxd6 26.£xd6 Ze8
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(27.£b4 Preventing ...2e8-e2 on account of 2d3-d8+. 27...gxf3 28.gxf3 &xa2=)

27...2ee2 The following variation is remarkable: 28.22h1! Exg2 29.£d5 £a6 30.2e3! £xf1 31.2e8+

A N w b OO N

31...4f8
(31...h7 32.204%)

32.8xf8+ g7 33.2g8+ &f6 34.2f8+ g7 35.2g8+ £h7 36.2e5!! gxf3 37.2h8+ g6 38.2e4+ h5 39.8xf3+ ¢hgb

40.8xg2 &xg2+ 41.sgl=;

10.2bl He8 11.Wd2 Hd6 12.f3 f5 13.2b5 fxed 14.5xd6 exd6 15.%xd6 Neb5 16.f4 £1d3 17.£2xd3 exd3 18.Wxd3 e85

), 8B %
,f////ﬁg

/1{! // ¢ % ,,,,,,, :/% %

aaaaaaa

abcde

0-1 (38) Tseshkovsky,V (2555) -Gufeld,E (2535) Vilnius 1975.
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11.8€3

11.2d2 Played in order that Black will not capture on c3, but to seek an advantage White should allow that. 11...20d6
(A...f5) 12.2c1 5 13.exf5 Hxf5 14.¢bh1 €6 15.Wel
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15...2h8
(15...d5!? 16.cxd5 exd5T)
16.5)e3 Hfd4
(16...5)cd4 17.£d3 Hxe3 18.£xe3 d5? 19.cxd5 exd5 20.2d1 Hf5 21.8xf5 ExF5 22.£d4+ 1-0(46). Hebert, -



Panjwani,R Montreal 2013)
17.b3 d5'F

11...d6

A significant branching point for this variation. White' s attempts in the database are not convincing, but | have found a
new move (12.%d4) which does present Black with some problems. Fortunately, they are not insurmountable.

11...8xc3!1? 12.bxc3 d6 13.£h6 g7 14.f4 Ee8 15.£2940
12.9d4N

As| mentioned before, White' s knight belongs on d4 in these double-fianchetto systems, especially in the cases where
Black’s play revolves around ...f7-f5. White intends on eliminating Black’s pesky d6 knight with £ d4-b5.

12.Wd2 f5
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13.c5

(13.exf5 Dxf5 14.£f2 £h6 15.Wel (15.%d1 e6 16.g4 Hfe7 17.£93 d5 18.cxd5 Hxd5 19.5xd5 exd52) 15...e6 16.2d1
We7 17.94 g7 18.£93 &f4=)

13...bxc5 14.2xc5 fxed 15.fxed Bxf1+ 16.8xf1 He5 17.£xd6 Whe+ 18.¢bhl Wxd6=;

12.¢5 bxc5 13.2xc5 f5 14.2xd6 exd6 15.¢bh1 ¥Wh4 16.93 ¥h3 17.exf5 2e5 18.2g1 He7!2;

12.2b5 £xb2 13.8b1 265 14.f4 £g7 15.0xd6 exd6 16.%xd6 Ze8 17.Wd3 Hab 18.£13 Ec8+ 0-1 (37) Minasian,A
(2478)-Aronian,L (2528) Ohrid 2001.

12...8c8!
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12...f5? 13.2db5 Hxb5 14.cxb5 Hab 15.£d4+

13.b3

13.2db5 Hxb5 14.cxb5 Hab 15.£d4 £h6 16.f4 €6 17.2e5 f6 18.£d6 Ef 7= Black can play around the d6 bishop, and
always get rid of it with ...&b7-a8 and ... a5-b7 if necessary.

13...f5! 14.exf5 Hxd4
14...gxf5 15.f4 €6 16.%xc6 &xc6 17.Wxd6 £xc3 18.8adl+

15.8xd4 &xd4+ 16.8xd4 Hxf5 17.%d2 e5!
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18.2adl Ad4

The position is equal, even if White has the * better half’ of it. Things will eventually fizzle out; the following isa
sample.

19.2b5 Hxb5 20.cxb5 d5 21.f4 ¥e7 22.fxe5 Bxf1+ 23.8xf1 ¥ixe5 24.813 Be8 25.8d1 shg7=
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Black should stick to waiting tactics — let White try to make progress. At the right moment Black may ditch the d5-
pawn to arrive at a drawn rook endgame.
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1.e4 c5 2.9f3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2xd4 £g7 5.¢4 D6 6. c2 6!

This move is almost a novelty, but (to my dismay) not quite: it has been played a mere four times (and with different
intentions to ours) in the recorded history of our game.

...............

FoEwwal B

a b c de f gh

Theidea of this move occurred to me while | was analyzing the ...2e8-d6 maneuver in the 6...2f6 line, where Black
often plays ...f7-f5 and recaptures on 5 with the knight. | wondered whether Black could reach similar positions and
save some time by taking the route »\g8-e7-f5 rather than £ g8-f6-e8-d6-5. | was also aware of similar ideas with
colors reversed in the English opening, such as after 1.c4 €5 2.g3 96 3.292 d5 4.cxd5 £xd5 5.5¢3 Hb6 6.e3!?

or 1.c4 c5 2.5¢c3 D6 3.9g3 d5 4.cxd5 Dxd5 5.292 &\c7 6.e3! 2. Black’ s basic ideais to go for aquick ...f7-f5, and then
recapture on f5 with the knight, from where it controls the important d4 square and also often pressurizes White's e3
bishop. White can take one of (at least) two strategies: either try to develop normally and hope that Black’ s offbeat play
will lead to static positional weaknesses in the middlegame, or White can aim for arefutation of the system with an
early h2-h4 or £c1-f4-d6. According to my analysis, Black equalizesin all variations.
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1.e4 c5 2.3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2xd4 297 5.c4 Db 6.Dc2 6! 7.8€2

7.5¢c3 Dge7 8.2f4 Thisis the most obvious way to counter Black’s setup — planting a bishop on d6. It turns out,
however, that Black need not be bothered by such an intruder.

a) 8.n4



4o
R
@
%M
& N\
A
@
Dn?o
\
Q

.....

A N w o N o
N
N
N

aaaaaaaaaaaa

abcdefgh

8...f5 (8...0-0 9.h5 d5! ? Further research is warranted here.) 9.exf5 (9.h5 fxe4 10.2xed d5 11.¢3 0-02) 9...0xf5
10.h5 0-0 11.hxg6 hxg6 12.£f4 (12.¥g4 He5 13.Wh3? f 7! 14.5e4 £h8 15.5g5+ shg8—+; 12.5)e3 Whbe) 12...Wh6
13.2b1 D ce7!
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Black can ‘premove’ ...d7-d5 here; with White' sking in the center Black shouldn’t hesitate to sacrifice a pawn to open
files. 14.9e3

al) 14.2e2 d5! 15.cxd5 exd5 16.2xd5? Hxd5 17.Wxd5+ £e6+;
a2) 14.%d2 d5! 15.g4 £d6 16.£e3 Wc7 17.8h6 (17.cxd5 ¢4 18.8xc4 Wxcd) 17..5§7 18.8xg7 Sxg7=;
14...d5! 15.cxd5 exd5 16.4cxd5 Axd5 17.Wxd5+ £e6
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18.Wxe6+ Wixeb 19.2c4 Wixca 20.9xc4 HaeB+ 21.5)e3 Bed 22.8£95 £f6 23.2xf6 Exf6 24.2h3 g5=;
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b) 8.295 0-0 9.%d2 Wa5 10.8h6 (10.£€2 d5'2) 10...8xh6 11.¥xh6 f5!2;

8..0-09.£d6

A N w b OO N

9...f5 White has taken time to occupy d6; as such, he is behind in development so Black should not delay this counter-

punch.

(9...b6? 10.h4 £b7 11.h5 521 12.hxg6 hxg6 13.W/f3 fxed 14.Wh3 bf7 15.5Hxed 2h8 16.2)g5+ g8 17.¥xh8+ £xh8
18.8xh8+ &xh8 19.2f7+ &g7 20.5xd8 Exd8 21.0-0-0+) 10.exf5 (10.£d3 £f7 11.0-0 b6 12.%d2 £b7 13.2ael Ec8
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14.b3 Heb 15.8xe5 &xeb 16.exf5 &xc3 17.Wxc3 gxf5=)

10...Exf5 Although Black would normally prefer to take on f5 with the knight, the knight will find its way to f5 anyway

after ..8f5-f7. 11.£d3




(11.5e3 Bf7 12.h4 £d4 13.h5 P ef5 14.hxgb hxgb 15.2xf5 Hxf5 16.2f4

A N w b OO N o

16...b5!" A shot out of the blue. Black can afford to sacrifice a pawn in order to accelerate his devel opment because
White' sking is still awkwardly uncastled. 17.5xb5 (17.cxb5 d5%) 17...2b7 18.%d2 (18.Wg4 £xb2 19.2d1 ¥f62)
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18...%h6 19.2h3 Eaf8 20.0-0-0 d5!2)

11..8f7 12.0-0 b6 13.2e3 £b7 14.8el Hc8 15.52cl Hf5 16.%xf5 gxf5 Routine development for both sideshasled to a

dynamically equal position.
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Black looks forward to occupying the g-file with his rook, which combines nicely with pressure from the b7-bishop.

17.2e2

(17.2e3 W6 18.2g3 A little knight sortie solidifies Black’ s kingside and calls into question the placement of White's

g3-rook. 18...2e5! 19.b3 Ng6!=)
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17...9)d4 18.£h5 Wrgs!
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a b C d e f g h
(19.8xf7+ ©xf7 20.£93 f4 21.Wd2 &xg2! 22.Wxf4+ Wxf4 23.8xf4 £b7 24.5bf1 Excd= Two bishops and two central

pawns are more than enough compensation for Black.)

19...Exc4 20.b3?
(20.h4 ¥d8 21.b3 Ec6 22.8xf7+ oxf7 23.Wh5+ g8 24.£65 £xe5 25.8xe5 bb5!

20...2f311 21.8xf3 Wxcl!! 22.Wxcl Hxf3+ 23.¢2g2 Bxc3 24.Wd1 Hxel+ 25.WxelT;

7.h4 Hge7 8.n5 d5! 9.h6 Lf6F

7..2ge7 8.)c3

19.03
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8...f5!
Asis so often the case in this opening, Black’ s play is contrary to basic chess principles; usually oneis supposed to
castle before such breaks. Then again, White'sking isn’t castled either.

The only top-level game continued as follows: 8...0-0 9.0-0 f5 10.exf5 gxf5?! This misses the point; Black should
recapture with the knight! (10...2xf5=) 11.f4 d5! 12.cxd5 exd5 13.2f3 £e6 14.£d3 Ec8 15.2g3 &f6! 16.2d2 2g6
17.Wel £f7 18.2h1 Wd7 19.Wf2 He8 20.a3 Nc8! 21.2el Exel+ 22.8xel Nd6T 1/2-1/2 (56) Y anofsky,D-Stoltz,G
Karlovy Vary 1948.

9.h4

When | thought of this system, | showed it to a 2600+ rated friend, and he claimed he was confident he could refute this
line over the board. Thiswas hisfirst attempt (of many unsuccessful attempts!).

9.exf5 O xf5 10.0-0 0-0 11.£f4 b6 Both of Black’s bishops occupy the longest diagonals on the board. 12.%d2 £b7
13.2ad1 Hcd4 14.5xd4 Hxd4=;

9.0-0 fxe4 10.Hxe4 d5 11.4)¢3 0-0=
9...fxed4 10.n5

10.9xed d52;
10.c5 b6 11.2xe4 0-0 12.h5 bxc5 13.hxgé Dxg6+

10...d5 11.hxg6 hxg6 12.8xh8+ £xh8
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White has compensation for the sacrificed pawn but only enough for equality, and that is with perfect play from here on
out.

A N w o N o
%

13.805! Wab 14.%d2 £d7 15.0-0-0 £xc3 16.¥xc3 ¥xc3 17.bxc3 0-0-0 18.2e3 Ef8=



3

The Breyer variation of the Maroczy is characterized by Black’s 7...2g4. Unlike the Maroczy Bind (5.¢4), which was

never played by its namesake Geza Maroczy, the Breyer variation was indeed first played by Gyula Breyer in Kostic-
Breyer, Gothenburg 1920. It has since been entrusted for important games by World Champions Botvinnik (Smyslov-
Botvinnik, Alekhine Memoria 1956) and Kasparov (Ribli-Kasparov, World Cup 1988).

1.e4 c5 2.0f3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2xd4 £g7 5.¢4 Dcb 6.2e3 D6 7.c3

7.f3 Wbe!
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8.0f5 Wxb2 9.0\ xg7+ &f8 10.0d2
(10.£h67? Wixal—+)
10...xg7 11.c5 2d8 12.2b1 We5 13.5 ¢4 We6T Black will free his position with either ...d7-d5 or ...b7-b5.

7..2g4
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8.Wxg4
8.5xc6? Thisiswhat they played in Breyer’ stime. 8...5xe3 9.0xd8 Hxd1 10.sbxd1 sbxdss
8..2xd4

8...8xd4? It is reasonable to ask why this move is not played more often, given that Black usually seeks to exchange
dark-squared bishopsin the Marozy. True, in the middlegame — after both sides have developed — the trade of dark
squared bishopsis generally desirable for Black, but here Black purchases this exchange at the cost of precioustime.
9.2xd4 Hxd4 10.0-0-0' Hc6 11.Wg3! 0-0 12.hd+ White' s attack is overwhelming.

9.¥d1

9.0-0-0 Nobody playsthis. 9...2¢c6 10.2d5 6!
(10...0-0 11.%h4-)
11.c3 Wabe

9..e5
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Bent Larsen used to prefer 9...5€6, but | think 9...e5 offers more chances for counterplay based on Black’ s occupation
of the center. Computers generally tend to prefer White in the Breyer, but from my experience even 2600+ GMsfind it
very uncomfortable to ‘play around’ Black’s d4 knight, which (invariably) leads them to mishandle White' s position.
Thisline has avery Sveshnikov Sicilian feel to it. Fischer taught us that “you have to give squares to get squares’;
Black has opted to relinquish control over the light squares (especially d5) in order to stake aclaim over the al-
important d4 square. Thisis the first significant branching point for White: he will either develop routinely with £d3, 0-
0, Wd2, etc., or he will attempt to immediately take advantage of Black’s weaknesses with 10.2b5. We consider these
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options in the coming chapters, but we begin with an underrated sideline.

10.8e2

If thismove isfollowed by routine development, then it lacks independent value, since White's bishop is better placed
on d3. However, there are some idiosyncrasies to this line if White combines £f1-e2 with £c3-b5.

10...0-0

10...d6 The reader can make life easier for themselves by playing 10...d6 in response to any of White’s magjor options,
but since he can get away with it, it is at least symbolically more flexible for Black to castle first.

11.4b5!
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A tricky move, not least of all because the response recommended by the computer at even high depths (11...%h4) isa
blunder due to a brilliant double-rook sacrifice demonstrated by former Women’'s World Champion Nona
Gaprindashvili more than 40 years ago!

11.0-0 d6 12.%d2

(12.2b5 &Hxb5 13.cxb5 £e6 14.Wd2 (14.2f3?! &c4=) 14...f5 15.£95 £f6 16.2xf6 Wxf6 17.%xd6 Zfd8 18.Wc7 Ed7
19.Wc5 fxed 20.2c4 Ed4 21.2xe6+ Wxe6=)

12...£e6= White can obtain this position with his bishop more appropriately placed on d3. In fact, my computer
recommends that White play 13.£d3 here.

(12..f5?
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Black shouldn’'t rush ...f7-f5; the following isjust ablitz game | played over the internet which-gives an illutration of




the sort of counterplay Black can generate. 13.f3 (13.exf5 &\ xe2+ 14.Wixe2 gxf5 15.8fd1 We7 16.c5!+) 13...f4 14.2f2
g5 155057 Hixe2+ 16.%xe2 ab 17.5)c3 g4 18.fxgd Wg5 19.h3 h52)

11...2xb5!

Black iswell advised to transpose into the variations after 11.0-0 d6.

11..Wh4? It isapity this doesn't work for Black (on account of 12.4xd4!), because many of the ensuing variations
illustrate the elastic potential for Blacks position to suddenly ‘cometo life’. 12.2xd4!

a) 12.%d3 d5!! 13.cxd5 (13.exd5? £5F) 13...0xe2 14.sexe2 (14.%xe2 Wxed=) 14...f5 15.3 fxed 16.Wxed W6l 2;

b) 12.d6 ¥e7 13.0xc8 &fxc8 14.0-0 ¥h4 15.b3 ab 16.5b1 ad 17.2xd4 (17.2d3 axb3 18.£xd4 exd4 19.8xb3 Wd6=
See 17.&xd4 for transposition.) 17...exd4 18.2d3 axb3 19.8xb3 ¥d6 20.¥b1 Hch8 21.f4 ¥/c7 22.e5 Zab=;

c) 12.£3? d5!!
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13.exd5 H\xf3+ 14.%xf3 Wxc4T;
d) 12.5c7
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12.. Wixed!! (12...20b8!? 13.2d3 (13.Wd3? f5 14.exf5 d5!!F) 13...b6 (13...d6 14.0-0 5 15.f3%) 14.0-0 £b7 15.d5
(15.f3 5 16.exf5? Hxf5 17.8xf5 gxf5 18.Wxd7 Wxc4 19.4e6 Ef7 20.Wd6 2e8 21./0d8 28 22.Wd2 b4 23.Wd1 Eg7
24.02xb7 Exb7=) 15...f5 16.2xd4 £xd5 17.cxd5 fxed 18.93 W6 19.2xed exd4 20.%d3 White' s position is more
pleasant, but Black can shift around and ask White to prove an advantage — most likely things will fizzle out into a
draw.) 13.&xd4 (13.2xa8 Wxg2 14.5f1 d5! 15.cxd5 £f5 16.£xd4 exd4 17.4¢7 Wh3s Black isafull rook down but
his attack is overwhelming.; 13.2f3 H\c2+ 14.22d2 Hxe3 15.2xe4 Hxd1 16.2axdl 2b8=) 13...exd4 14.f3 (14.5)xa8
Wixg2 15.2f1 Wxh2+ After Black eats up the a8 knight with ...¥7h2-b8, he will be materially and positionally
winning.) 14...%e5 15.%xa8

) 8 HEeé
11 1 1%

2 1 Y e
- /4,,,” 7y

""\

a N ow B 0 6O N @
§§
ex§k\
e
R
§§

aaaaa

abcdefgh

15...2h6!1 (15...d5 16.0-0 (16.cxd5 £f5 17.0-0 d3 18.£xd3 Wd4+ 19.2f2 £xd3x) 16...8f5 17.2h1! Bxa8 18.f4+) 16.0-
0 (16.2f1 £635) 16...8f4 17.93 £xg3 18.nxg3 Wxg3+ 19.2h1 Wh3+ 20.sbgl=;

12...exd4 13.2xd4 ¥ixed 14.8xg7 ¥ixg2
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(14...xg7 15.0-01)

15.Wd4!! Engines have difficulty seeing this brilliant motive several moves in advance, but humans, especially after
Anderssen-Kieseritzky 1851 (better known as “The Immortal Game”), know to look for such ideas. 15...%xh1+ 16.¢2d2
Wxal 17.Wf6! 1-0 (17) Gaprindashvili,N-Servaty,R Dortmund 1974.

12.cxb5 d6 13.0-0 £e6=

We have transposed to 11.0-0 d6 12.2b5, which we have already seen is fine for Black.



1.e4 c52.5f3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2xd4 £97 5.c4 Dcb 6.2e3 Df6 7.2¢3 Dgd 8.¥xgd Hxd4 9.¥d1 e5 10.2b5

In the 1960s and 1970s, thanks to some masterpieces by World Champions Smyslov and Tal, this move was thought to
be a near refutation of Black’s setup. Over the years, preference of top players has vacillated between 10.2b5 and

4

10.£d3, their popularities remaining about equal to this day.
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10...0-0?!

Thisiswhat everyone plays, but the positions Black tends to get are not inspiring, and White is scoring quite well (over
60%) after this move in the database. Thisiswhy | recommend instead the powerful novelty 10...d6! in the next

subchapter.

11.%d2 ¥ha!

Definitely Black’s best try, but due to the novelty | recommend for White next move, Black is left struggling to

equalize.
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a b C d e f g h
11...2e8 12.%d6 Heb 13.c5¢;
11...d6 12.20xd4 exd4 13.&xd4 Wha 14.8xg7 Wxed+ 15.82e2 xg7 16.0-0+;
11...d5 12.cxd5 Wh4 13.%¢c3 £g4 14.295%;
11...2xb5 12.cxb5 d6
(12...%h4 13.2d3 Wg4 14.0-0 b6 15.2¢4 £b7 16.f3+-)
13.8c4+

12.c3IN

It may appear odd to retreat this knight to where it was just a couple of moves ago. White' sideaisto castle queenside
and pawn storm Black’ s king — punishment for castling too early, at least compared to the line | recommend in the
next chapter. Black’ s queen is misplaced on h4, and if it retreats to d8 then White and Black’s lost tempi ‘ cancel out’.

12.2d3 d5!!
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13.exd5

(13.cxd5 Dxb5 14.£xb5 Wxed 15.0-0 £d8 16.2fd1 £d7=)
13...£h3!! 14.2xd4 exd4 15.gxh3

(15.0-0 £xg2 16.¢oxg2 Wgd+ 17.22h1 Wf3+ 18.¢bgl=)
15...a6 16.)d6

(16.5a3 £h6 17.Wc2 W¥xh3s)
16...We7+ 17.%e4 f5 18.0-0-0 fxed 19.2hel b5 20.8xe4 Wc7

12...d6

12..¥d8 13.h4 h5 14.5e2 £1c6 15.94 hxgd 16.h5-

13.0-0-0 £€6

13...¥d8 14.h4 h5 15.5e2 H1c6 16.¥xd6 Wab 17.5c3 Hd4 18.¥a3 Wxa3 19.bxadt

14.£95 Wh5 15.¢kb1 f5 16.f3 Bfe8 17.82e3¢
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Black’s queen is miserable on h5.
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1.e4 c52.5f3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2xd4 £97 5.c4 Dcb 6.2e3 Df6 7.2¢3 Dgd 8.¥xgd Hxd4 9.¥d1 e5 10.2b5

It isremarkable that in the sixty year history of this position, which has been defended by such champions as Kasparov
and Korchnoi, not asingle game isin the database after 10...d6!. The following is arguably the most powerful novelty
in this book; | believe that the ensuing variations demonstrate the superiority of 10.2d3 over 10.2b5.
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10...d6!N

| refer to this as a novelty, even though (as we will see) | have played this move twice (and won both times!) in
tournament play — in unpublished games against WGM Nemcova (2350) and IM Gorovets (2550). Black saves a
crucial tempo by delaying ...0-0 which allows him to generate central counterplay one move sooner. This does not
violate the laws of opening play; after all, White is not castled either. It is actually quite in line with the advice given by
American legend GM William Lombardy in his recent book: “Not only should one not rush to castle, but should delay
that passive maneuver for aslong as good judgment relates that there are more urgent, if only dlightly better, tasksto
accomplish”.

11.5xd4

Thisis of course thefirst line to check: presumably 10...d6 was never played because it was thought to lose apawn in
thisway.

11.8e2!?
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11...Wrab+!

(11...xb5?! This transposes to an inferior version of our main line. 12.cxb5 £e6 13.0-0 0-0 (13...d5 14.exd5 ¥xd5
15.%xd5 &xd5 16.2fd1 £e6 17.2f3+-) 14.%d2 d5 15.exd5 ¥Wxd5 16.%xd5 £xd5 Thisis a position from our main line
except there Black plays ...e5-e4 instead of ...0-0. 17.2fd1 £e6 18.2f3%)

12.8d2
(12.%d2
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12.. ¥xd2+ (12...0c2+ 13.2d1 Hxe3+ 14.fxe3 Wxd2+ 15.2xd2 0-0 16.2hd1 £h6! 17.9xd6 2d8 18.c5 b6 19.b4 £e6
20.a3 a52) 13.sbxd2 (13.2xd2 Hxb5 14.cxb5 £e6 15.0-0 f5 16.2b4 0-0-0 17.2fd1 d5=) 13...5xb5 14.cxb5 2e6
15.£f3 (15.2hcl d5 16.exd5 £xd5 17.b6 axb6 18.£05+ te7 19.8c7+ he6 20.22e2 ed4T Thiswas agame | played
online.) 15...0-0 16.8hc1 a6 17.bxab6 (17.b6? f5! 18.exf5 gxf5 19.2xb7 Eab8 20.2xa6 f4+) 17...2xab 18.2c7 Eb8=




White's occupation of the 7th rank is short-lived; Black will continue ...2g7-f6-d8 with equality.)
12..Wb6

E & o H
11 181
W %X 2

voy K U
A ﬁﬁ%/%

aaaaaa

__ / / __

i"’ﬁfé :@: wﬁf’fé

......................

A N w b OO N

szszsz

abcdefgh

13.9xd4
(13.0-0 0-0 14.5xd4 exd4 15.%h3 £e6 16.£d3 Wc7 transposes to 13.2xd4.; 13.2e3 a6 14.5)xd4 exd4 15.&2c1 f52)
13...exd4 14.Wb3 0-0 15.2d3 £€6 16.0-0 Wc7 17.Wa3
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17...f5 18.exf5 &xf5 19.&xf5 Exf5= Black will eventually undouble his pawns with ...d6-d5.

11...exd4 12.8xd4

12.2d2 White cannot expect an advantage playing like this; Black has many ways to equalize. 12...%7h4



(12...0-01? 13.2d3 f5 14.0-0 2e6 15.We2 W7 16.b3 HaeB 17.2ael £d7=)
13.2d3 £6€5
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14.93

(14.h3 0-0 15.¥c1 6 (A...g5) 16.0-0 (16.93 £xg3 17.fxg3 Wixg3+ 18.he2 Wg2+—+; 16.c5 2e62) 16...8xh3 17.f4
(17.gxh3 ¥xh3—+) 17..Wg3 18.2f2 &xg2! 19.8xg2 Wxd3 20.fxe5 dxe5 21.8h6 Ef7 22.%c2 Wixc2 23.8xc2 f52
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Thiswill most likely be drawn but I’ d rather be Black than White.)

14..Wh3 15.2f1 We6 16.%b3
(16.f4 g7 17.£d3 ¥h3=)

16...0-0 17.£92 £d7 18.0-0
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18...b5!2;
12.2f472 5! 13.exf5 0-0F

12... a5+ 13.che2 65!
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Our compensation becomes of along-term nature with this move. White cannot exchange bishops without returning his
extra pawn, so he hasto look for ways to disentangle his pieces — starting with hisking on €2. | suspect most players
will not play the most critical lines for White here (it can’t be easy to if you have never seen this position before), so
Black may pragmatically opt to just remember 13...£€5! and figure things out over the board from here.
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14.f3



According to my research thisis clearly White's best try for an advantage.
14.&xe5 Wixe5
(14...dxe5! 7%)
15.Wd2 Wxed+ 16.We3 We7=;
14.93 £€6 15.¢0f3
(15.03 0-0 16.£92 b5!2)
15...f5 16.exf5 £xf5 17.¢bg2 Led+ 18.f3 £c6 19.£e2 0-0%

14...f5!

B & @ E
/::x//%/% //@x
,,j,// A 1

A N w o N o
S
P
\
AN 1\\\\\2 \
\&H‘.\\.\

we o

a b c d e f gh
14...2e6 15.f2 0-0 16.£e2 f5 17.b4 Wc7 18.8xe5 dxe5 19.exf5 Bxf5 20.c5 Bd8 21.Wc2 8f4 22.%c3 e4 23.We3t:
14...0-0 15.¢0f2 £66 16.2e2 f5 17.exf5 Bxf5 18.2xe5 Wxe5 19.Wd2 Wes+ 20.We3 &xca 21.8xca+ Wxch=

15.%d3!

15.exf5 &xf5 16.5f2 0-0-0
(16..0-01?)

17.Ecl
(17.262? 2c2'7)

17...Ehe8 18.£e2 hb8 19.8c3 d52

15...fxed 16.¥xed
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16...2€6!

16...£f5?! 1t’stoo bad this doesn’t quite work because of 17.%€3; the variations after 17.%xb7 are quite pretty. 17.%e3!
(17.%xb7 &xd4! 18.Mxa8+ dhe7 19.Wd5 ¥b6 20.2d1 (20.¥b5 ¥c7 21.Wd5 ¥h6s) 20...2c5%)

17...0-0-0
(17...0-0 18.cbf2 HaeB 19.£xe5 Hxe5 20.Wdat)

18.%¢3!
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This Wc3 move would not be available to White were his pawn on b3, asit isin the (main) variation 16...2e6 b3 17.2f5.
(18.¢bf2 Ehe8 19.W¢3! ¥xc3 20.bxc3 (20.2xc3 £xc3 21.bxc3 He5=) 20...2e7 21.2d1 she7 22.2d2 2de8 23.93 hb



24,862+
18...¥xc3 19.bxc3 b8 20.¢bf2 Bc8 21.ha+

17.%e3

17.2d1 &xc4+ 18.66f2 27 19.2xe5 dxe5 20.Wxb7 0-0 21.Wh5 Wxa2 22.Wxe5 2fe8 23.#f6 Zab8 24.2d2 Wab=;
17.b3 &£f5! Unlike in the 16...2f5 lines, White will not have ¥e3-c3 now. 18.%e3

(18.Wxb7?? £xd4 19.Wxa8+ te7 20.Wh7+ f6—+)
18...0-0-0
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19.¢bf2 Ehe8 20.8xe5 Exe5 21.%d4 Hdex;
17.£.c3 ¥ch 18.8xe5 dxe5 19.b3 0-0 20.We3 Wa3! 21.¢f2 Hael



e I
@/1/ /ﬁ/
é/Vég
e
////M///
N\ /ﬁ/v

/.,Mf.,,f%// / .ﬂ/ ,// ffuﬁ/ /z
/4/ / ./ / ?/

N\ N\ R
@/1/ /ﬁ/
m /d@
o suaf
////M///
A\ T\ /3/7

abcdefgh

//.?ﬁ// / /..?.. // /;ﬁrﬂ/ ...f
%x/ / / ?/

O M~ W W < M oy

(22.¥1xe5? &7 23.Wc3 Wch+ 24.¢2g3 Ze3 25.Wh2 2d8 26.8e2 Wgs+ 27.¢bf2 Exe2+—+)

22.8e2
22...e4!

0 M~ o T O N T

)

a b C d e f g h
(23.Wixed Wc5+ 24.52f1 £h3 25.Wd3 Web 26.Wd5+ (26.2el 2d8 27.Wc2 We3 28.gxh3 2d2—+) 26...%xd5 27.cxd5

&xg2+ 28.oxg2 Exe2+ 29.¢2g3 2e3 30.2hf1 2d3 31.2adl Efxf3+ 32.8xf3 Exdl

23...exf3 24.8xf3 &xc4 25.Wxe8 Exe8 26.2xe8+ g7 27.2eel &7

23.Ehel
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This position may not look equal; White does after all have a dlight material advantage, but his rooks will be
permanently tied down to the defense of the queenside pawns and therefore never able to get activated. The position is

just adraw. 28.s2g1

a b cde f gh

(28.8xb7 WS+ 29 He3 Wc7 30.£3 Wxh2=)
28...b5 29.52h1 Wb2 30.2.06 b4 31.Ef1 a5 32.8ael £g8 33.8e7+ h6 34.8e8 thg7=;
17.8x€5 dxeb 18.:6f2 0-0-0 19.We3 Hd2+ 20262 £hd8 21.2adl ¥h6 22.1xh6 axb6=

17...8xc4+ 18.¢bf2 &xf1 19.8Bhxf1l

19.£c3 Wh6 20.%xb6 axb6 21.£xe5 dxeb 22.2hxf1 &f7 23.Bfel te6 24.a3 Ehc8 25.2e2 Hab 26.2ael Hcd=

19...0-0 20.&xe5 dxe5

20...Wxeb 21.Wixeb dxeb 22.2fel BaeB 23.82e2+

21.8fd1
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The ssimplified nature of the position should not induce a comatose attitude. From Shereshevsky’ s marveous book
“Endgame Strategy” we are shown the plight of the passive defender; Black must be vigilant to avoid ending up on the

wrong end of a masterpiece.

21...8ac8!

In such endgamesiit isusually easiest to get adraw by defending actively — Black threatens to invade the 2nd rank,

allowing White to invade the 7th.
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a b cde f gh

21...2ad8 22.a3 Bxd1 23.8xd1 Wa4 24.8cl Wha+ 25.¢2g1 Wif4 26.%c3 2d8 27.93%;

21...BaeB 22.Wh3+

(22.sbgl Ef7 23.a3 2e6 24.5bh1 W6 25.We2 Bfe7=)

22...56h8 23.Wxb7

(23.2d5 Wc7 24.We3 e4 25 Wdd+ W7 (25...2g8 26.2d7 Web 27.¥xe5 Hxe5 28.8xb7L) 26.8xg7+ xg7 27.8d7+ &f7
28.Hxf7+ shxf7 29.f4 sheb 30.2d1 Bc8 31.che3 h5 (31...8c2 32.8d2 Hxd2 33.chxd2+) 32.2d2 &f5 33.h3 Hel 34.8d5+

heb 35.2e5+ &f6 36.2b5 b6 37.cbxeds)

23..Wc5+ 24.50f1 e4 25.8d7 Wh5 26.Wxa7 exf3 27.Wd4+ Eeb5 28.8el fxg2+ 29.¢bgl Bf 1+ 30.8xf1 gxf1=1+ 31.cbxf1

Wxh2 32.2e7 Whil+ 33.¢bf2 Wh2+ 34.%f1=

22.Bd7 Bf7 23.8ad1

23.Wb3 Wh6+ 24.%xb6 axb6 25.2xf7 bxf7 26.2el heb 27.2e2 Bcd=

23..2c2+ 24.¢g3
24.87d2 Bxd2+ 25.8xd2 edl=

24..¥b5 25.81d2 Exd?2 26.8xd2
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26...e4!! 27.2d8+

27.f4 Wiah 28.a3 Ee7

27...8f8 28.8xf8+ dxf8 29.Wxed ¥xb2



6

1.e4 c5 2.9f3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2xd4 £g7 5.¢4 Dc6 6.82e3 D6 7.20¢3 Dg4 8.Wxgd Hxd4 9.¥d1 e5 10.2b5 d6!N
11.%d2

| dub this the main line because it was played in the only two tournament games of mine in this variation.

11...5xb5 12.cxb5 £e6!

?fx/wé;%;
6 % f///%/% /ﬂ
S/ﬁ/ /ff ///
a0 /ﬁ/ _
d B By
20 AN % ?ﬁ/
1

2 1 wal
a b c de f gh

We continue to delay castling — Lombardy would be proud. The importance of the saved tempo is aready felt: if
12...0-0 then we transpose into the 10...0-0 line and White is allowed 13.£c4+=. It amazes me how good Black’s
positionis here: it isalready ‘zeroes according to the computer, and if White makes the slightest inaccuracy (as both
my strong opponents did) then Black is already better. Once again, this opening forces us to look past our intuitive,
visceral response to each position, which might mislead usinto thinking White is better here due to Black’ s backward
d-pawn and apparent lack of counterplay.

12...0-0? 13.8c4t

13.£e2d5
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14.exd5 ¥xd5 15.%xd5 £xd5 16.0-0 e4! 17.2fd1 £e6

White must already, as Carlsen often says, “pull the emergency brake” so asto not end up worse.

K 9 K
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18.2d4

This was Nemcova s choice.
18.2d2 Gorovets went with this one. 18...0-0 19.a4 a6

(19...f5 20.93 (20.£f4 Efd8F) 20...2€5 21.E8c1 Bfd8 22.8xd8+ Exd8 23.a5 b6 24.b4t)
20.bxa6 bxab 21.a5 Efb8!
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This nuance was preparation; | doubt | would have come up with the subtlety of luring White's bishop to b6 over the
board. 22.2b6 Ec8! Black threatens ...2g7-h6. 23.2adl £f6 Preventing White from trading rooks with #d8+, and

preparing ...&e6-c4.

.....
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(23...£h67 24.82d8+ Exd8 25.8xd8+ #xd8 26.£xd8+)

24.b42 2b3! 25.8bl
(25.£04 &c3 26.8b1 £952)

25...2c3 White' s last chance to achieve equality. 26.8xb3?

(26.2d7 £c2 27.8f1 £xb4 28.f3 exf3 29.£xf3 &5 30.2d4 £c3 31.2xa8 &xd4+ 32.2xd4 Exa8 33.2f6=)
26...8xd2 27.94 295! 28.b5 axb5 29.2xb5 £d8 30.2d7 Hch8 31.£c6 Hab—+ 0-1 (39) Gorovets,A-Panjwani ,R

Greensboro 2016.

18...0-0

Thiswas asfar as | had prepared (though it was till time consuming for me to remember my preparation over the

board!).

19.8xg7 sxg7 20.f3?!

20.8d4 5 21.8c4 &xcd 22.8xcd=
20...Efc8! 21.b3 Ec2 22.8el?!
22.0f1 &f5F

22...2d8!
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23.4d1

23 fxed Bdd2 24.52f1 £g4 25.8xg4 Ef2+ 26.8g1 Exg2+ 27.52h1 Exh2+ 28.shg1 Beg2+ 29.55f1 Hxgd—+

23...8b2 24.f17!

24.fxed Bdd2 25.2f3 Exa2+¥

24..8dd2 25.8e2 3!
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26.8xd2 8xd2 27.8e2 &f6! 28.a4 £xb3 29.8a3 Bb2 30.g3 Bb1+ 31.¢kg2 eeb! 32.a5 d4



0-1 Nemcova-Panjwani, Chicago 2014.



1.e4 c5 2.5f3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.5xd4 £g7 5.c4 H)c6 6.2e3 Hif6 7.0¢3 Hgd 8.8xgd Hixd4 9.¥d1 e5 10.£d3

A N w o N o

In my opinion thisis White's best move, but authors like Khalifman recommend 10.2b5 because they claim that “White
should straighten out the situation with the black knight on d4 at once. Should it be left unmolested now, it will be

7
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much harder to contend with it later.”

10...d6 11.0-00-0

White has many possibilities here, but Black’s play isfairly straightforward regardless. He will either play on the
gueenside with ...a7-a6 and ...b7-b5 or on the kingside with ...f7-f5 (and often he combines play on both sides).
However, he should not rush with either of these plans, because that would give White something to respond to, while

at present the onusis on White to reveal how he plansto improve his position.
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12.%d2
12.5b5?! Played by Almasi, Korneev, and Izoria. With this move, however, White no longer has an opening advantage.
12...5xb5 13.cxb5 d5 14.exd5 Wxd5 15.f3 £e6 16.We2 ¥d7 17.2fd1 We7=;

12.¢eh1? Not abad move in and of itself, but it only makes sense in combination with f2-f4 (when the king is better
placed off the g1—a7 diagonal) which yields White nothing here. 12...2e6 13.%d2 ¥d7

(13...f52 Too soon. 14.exf5 &xf5 15.8xf5 gxf5 16.295 £f6 17.2xf6 Wxf6 18.b3 Had8 19.2ad1 a6 20.f4t)
14.f4 exf4 15.2xf4
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a b C d e f g h
15...5\c6! Thisisthe typical way to meet White' s f2-f4. 16./d5 £xd5 17.exd5 & e5=;



12.f42 exf4 13.2xf4 Heb
(13...5)¢617=)
14.2e3 265 15.Wd2 N5 16.2c2 £66 17.b3 Wab 18.2d4 Eac82;
12.5e2 GM Shankland played this against me in 2014. Our game continued... 12...22¢c6 13.%d2 26 14.b3 5!
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a b C d e f g h
With White's knight misplaced on €2 | felt | could play ...f7-f5 earlier than usual. 15.£g5?!
(15.f3f4 16.£f2 g5 17.4c3 h5 18.&8fd1 Ef72)
15...We8 16.exf5 gxf5 17.£c2

(17.£3 Wh5 18.2e3 f4 19.£f2 Hf6 20.¢h1 &2h8 21.291 Eg82; 17.4c3 f4 18.2e4 Wh5 19.Wxd6 2fel 20.2d5 £xd5
21.Wxd5+ bh8 22.5e4 £f8 23.Wd7 2f7 24.Wh3 Wxh3 25.gxh3 £ d47)

17..f4!
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18.¥xd6
(18.Eael Wh5 19.h4 (19.%xd6 £f7F) 19... 87 20.Wxd6 &5 21.8xf5 Wxf57)
18...£f5 19.2xf5 Exf5 20.Wd5+ soh8 21.£xf4
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| was not accurate here. | should have continued with 21...2d8!
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(21...2e7 Thiswas my choice, but Whiteis closeto equal here thanks to a surprise resource that | missed. 22.%xb7
exf4 23.8ael Eb8 24.%/xa7 Ha8 25.Wh7 &Eb8 26.Wa7 Instead of repeating here and accepting a draw | made aterrible
hallucination. 26...2e57? 27..xf4 My board vision failed me as | had missed White's last move in this variation.
27...8xel 28.8xel &c6 29.2xe8+ Exe8 30.We31+-)

22.Wed4 exf4 23.Wxf5 &xal 24.8xal Wxe2 25.Wf6+ g8 26.Wg5+ bf7 27.Wxf4+ be8T,
12.a4 £e6 13.85 f5 White has effectively wasted two tempi with a4-a5 so Black can play ...f7-f5 earlierthan usual



14.ext5

(14.£xd4 exd4 15.0d5 4 16.2e2 &xd5 17.cxd5 h52)
14..5xf5 15.2xf5 gxf52;
12.5c1
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Witness the battle between two former World Chess Champions (though Smyslov got histitle the year after this game
was played). Botvinnik masterfully outplayed Smyslov but let him get away with adraw in the end.

12...866 13.b3 a6 14.8b1 Eb8 15.%2h1 b5

A N w b o N
X
k\
%2\
EWUQ
-
N
&

E W Hd
' /}gﬂ
17 %%%%%
2 &
%@ﬂ,%y@

aaaaaaa

DﬂD
\
%
N Eh N
mﬁ
DﬂD
%

..........

A N w o N
N

abcdefgh

16.cxb5 axb5 17.%d3 b4 18.2d5 &xd5 19.exd5 Wa5 20.Wc4 2b5 21.2d2 Bfb8 22.Wc8+ &8 23.Wd7 E5b7 24.%g4 f5
25.Wh3 Wxd5+ 1/2-1/2 (46) Smyslov,V-Botvinnik,M Moscow 1956.
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It isworth dissecting this position alittle, because it is one where general understanding of themes is more important
than concrete knowledge of moves. Black’ s counterplay will take root in either (or both) ...f7-f5 or ...b7-b5, but suppose
for amoment that Black ‘ does nothing’ — what will White do? There are basically two plans at White's disposal that
Black must constantly be prepared to meet: White will either aim for £ c3-e2 or go for f2-f4. Black generally hasthree
ways of meeting ©\c3-e2: capture on €2, ignore it and play ...b7-b5, or retreat ... d4-c6. Which of these Black plays
will depend on the concrete timing of White's £¢3-€2; sometimes all three options are viable for Black. In response to
f2-f4, Black will either (and not both thistime) play ...f7-f5, or he will capture on f4 and re-route his knight from d4 to
e5 viac6. Of course, Black should not ‘ do nothing’; he should remain flexible so asto be able to play either ...f7-f5 or
...b7-b5 depending on what White does. Black’s a8 rook will either be placed on ¢8 or b8. Black’s Queen usually goes
to d7, but aswe will seeit can also find ahome on €7,c7, or as. An important disclaimer isin order before we continue:
computers favor White by approximately +0.4 in most lines. However, when one presses the computer to formulate a
plan, it istotally at aloss: while maintaining its += evaluation, it recommends shifting White's pieces back and forth
aimlessly. So, my point is, do not be discouraged by the engine’s prejudice — it has similar biases against the King's
Indian and other respectable openings as well.

A N w b OO N

13.Bad1

13.BEacl ab
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14.b3

a) 14.82fd1 The following is just one way for Black to handle this position; he can alternatively play 14...8c8 or
14..%d7. 14...2b8 15.3 (15.b3 ¥d7 16.f3 b5 17./d5 £xd5 18.cxd5 Efc8 19.Wab Wh7=) 15...b5 16.cxb5 axb5
17.90d5 £xd5 18.exd5 b4 19.8c4 Wab 20.2xd4 exd4 21.a3 Wixd5=;

b) 14.f4 exf4 (14...f52!

.......
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Even though this is suboptimal here, it isworth seeing the variations which arise from it to get afeel for the ‘ other’
way of meeting White' s f2-f4. 15.fxe5? (15.2d5! b5 16.£xd4 exd4 17.exf5 £xf5 18.cxb5 axb5 19.a3+) 15...dxe5
16.5d5 White' s knight is vulnerable on d5, which it would not have been had White played 15.2d5 without
exchanging on €5. 16...b5 (16...fxe4! ? 17.2xed Wh42) 17.exf5 (17.cxb5 fxed—+) 17...bxc4 18.fxe6 cxd3 19.8xf8+
&xf8 20.Wf2 Hxe67) 15.8xf4 Wab! (15...4¢c6!?= Thisis perfectly playable aswell.) 16.2xd6 &fd8 17.b4 ¥h5
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18.C5 (18.£f4 85! (18...4xc47? 19.8xc4 D3+ 20.8xf3 Bxd2 21.£xd2+-) 19.b5 £xc4 20.8xc4 D3+ 21.8xf3 Bxd2
22.8xd2 Wc5+—+) 18...8xd6! 19.cxd6 £e5 20.h3 £xd6x;

14...2c8!
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Black intends to meet White's £c3-e2 by taking on e2 and defending the d6 weakness with ...2c8-c6.

a) 14...f5?! Black should not commit to this so early; it just enables White to clarify hisintentions. 15.exf5 gxf5
(15...Dxf5 16.8xf5 &xf5 (16...gxf5 17.£95 Wd7 18.8fd1+) 17.Wd5+ Hf7 18.f3+) 16.2xd4 exd4 17.5e2 d5 18.¢c54;

b) 14...8b8!? 15.5)e2 (15.£xd4 exd4 16.9e2 b5! 17.cxb5 axb5 18.%b4 Wh6 19.2c2 Zfd8 20.5)f4
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20...d5! 21.exd5 £xd5 22.9)xd5 Exds= 1/2-1/2 (39) Foisor,S (2258)-Melekhina,A (2205) St. Louis USA 2016)
15...¢6! (15...b5? 16.cxb5 (16.2xd4 exd4 17.£h6 £xh6 18.%xh6 Wa5 1/2—-1/2 (18) Korneev,0 (2615)-Georgiev,V
(2519) Elgoibar 1999 19.cxb5 axb5 20.£b1+) 16...axb5 17.xd4 exd4 18.£h6 £xh6 19.¥xh6 Wa5 20.£b1 d5
21.e5+) 16.2fd1
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(16.24 f52; 16.f4 exf4 17.6\xf4 Wd7 18.h3 He5=) 16...We7!? (16...51? 17.exf5 (17.f3f4 18.2f2 g5 19.£b17? g4!
20.%xd6? We8T) 17...9xf5 18.f4 (18.f3 We8 19.£b1 2d8 20./)¢3 Wf7 21.H)d5 £h82) 18...%e8 19.5¢c3 Hd8 20./)d5z)
17.2b1 (17.2b6 £f6 18.Wb2 £g5 19.8b1 f5 20.5)c3 Wg72) 17...Ebd8 18.f3 f5 19.exf5 gxf5 20.4)c3 Wf7 21.4d5+
Anything can happen, but objectively I’d say White has better chances.;

15.f3

(15.0e2 Hxe2+ (15...5)c6!? 16.2fd1 We7 17.2b1 Bfd8 18.£b6 Ed7 19.4)c3 Wf8 20.2e3 Hd42) 16.2xe2 Hch!
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An excellent square for the rook: Black hinders White' s b3-b4 due to the c4 weakness, and defends d6 while
preventing a future £e3-b6. 17.8fd1 f5 18.exf5 gxf5 19.£95 We82)
15...%d7 16.82fd1l
(16.2€2 b5 17.5xd4 exd4 18.2h6 £xh6 19.%xh6 bxc4 20.bxcd Ec5=)

16...2fd8 17.5e2
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17...5xe2+! Without knights on the board Black’s d5-square is less of aweakness. 18.2xe2 We7 19.20b6 2d7 20.a4 f5
21.exf5 gxf52;

13.9d5
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Thiswas GM Sevian’s choice against me in August 2016. Please note that our game was somehow incorrectly recorded
in the database as an entirely different game altogether — clearly someone confused our scoresheets with another
game’ sl Our game continued... 13...2xd5

(13...f5 14.&xd4 £xd5 15.exd5 exd4 16.2fel He8 17.8e6t)
14.cxd5

(14.exd5 Wd7=)
14..15 15.&xd4

(15.f3 4 16.8f2 Wd7 17.Eacl g52)
15...fxed! 16.2xed exd4 17.93
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17..Wb6
(17..¥d7 18.2ael Zae8 19.W7d3 2e7 20.f4 £f6 21.E2e2 Hfe8 22.Efel g7
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| was concerned about not having counterplay were | to go into this variation but it turns out that passive defence
suffices for Black. 23.¢2g2 Wg4 24.h3 ¥d7 25.h4 Wga=)

18.£d3! Hac8
(18...2ae8! 19.82acl Wd8! 20.8fel Wd7=)
19.2ac1 £c5 20.h4 ©h8? | thought | calculated this accurately but | missed White's ‘ only-move’ on move 26.

a) 20...Wc7! The queen’s assistance is needed on the kingside. 21.h5 (21.Efel Excl 22.8xcl Wf7=) 21...gxh5 22.Wg5
Wf7=;

b) 20...2fc8? 21.h5 Hxcl 22.8xcl Excl+ 23.Wxcl+;
21.h5 gxh5

(21...8xd5 22.hxg6 hxg6 23.2g2!+-)
22.Wg5 Bxcl

(22...Wc7 23.Wxh5 £e5 24.8xc5 dxcb 25.8xh7+)
23.8xc1 Wixb2 24.2c2

(24.2f1 Wc3 25.2d1 Wc7 26.%xh5 265 27.f4 26 28.82elt)
24...Wb1+ 25.¢eg2 Wd1 26.2f501 26...d3 27.2c7 Eg8 28.%h6 1-0 Sevian,S-Panjwani,R Greensboro 2016;
13.f4 exf4 14.8xf4 Wa5! 15.2xd6

(15.2ad1 &) c6! 16.£xd6 2fd8 17.c5 £d4+ 18.¢bh1 £xc5 19.8xc5 Wxc57)
15...8fd8
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(16...%h5 17.£f4 (17.c5? Exd6! 18.cxd6 2€5 19.h3 £xd6+ White is naked on the dark squares.) 17...5e2+! 18.2\xe2

&xc4 19.993 8xd3 20.Hxh5 £d4+ 21.Wf2 gxh5 22.2fd1 &xf2+ 23.¢bxf2 Had8=)

(16.c5 16...2€5!! 17.2xe5 Wxc5 18.2xd4 Wxd4+ 19.82f2 Wixd3=; 16.e5 Hcb+)
17.8c5 Wc7 18.2h1

16...%h6
(18.2ad1 b6 19.8xd4 &xda+ 20.52h1 £xc4 21.8xc4 Wixed 22.5)d5 &5

16.b4 Two moves are equally good here: 16...¥b6 is simpler to remember but 16...¥7h5 gives White more chances to go
18...b6 19.&xd4 Exd4 20./)d5

astray.
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20...Wxc4! 21.8adl £xd5 22.2xc4 Exd2 23.£2xd5 Exdl 24.8xd1 Ec8=

13...a6 14.b3

In addition to being a good solidifying move, White is now ready for &\c3-e2 (14.2€e2 b5!). Black has several ways of
playing this position. | have recommended what | consider to be the simplest as the main line (14...Ec8), but both

alternatives are playable as well.

A N w b OO N o

14.. Ec8!

Just asin the variation where White plays 13.2acl, Black intends to meet £c3-e2 by taking on e2 and defending d6

with ...Ec8-c6!

14...Wd7 White' s attempts against this move which are found in the database do not pose problems for Black, but if
White plays the novelty 15.%e2!? then Black’s best option is to defend a slightly worse but drawn rook endgame. |
would have felt bad recommending this as the main line, but if one is happy with adraw and comfortable defending the
resulting endgame, then this may be the best option. 15.2e2!N Unlike when Black’s queen is on c7, he cannot here
capture on €2 because the d6-pawn will fall (a defender on d8 can be hit by £e3-b6).

a) 15.d5 £xd5 16.cxd5 Eac8=;

b) 15.f4 exf4 (15...2ae8! ? 16.fxe5 dxe5 17.2d5 b5 18.4f6+ £xf6 19.8xf6 bxca 20.bxcdoo) 16.2xf4 £c6N (16...265
17.82xe5 dxe5 18.¥g5 W7 19.2h1 b5 20.0d5 £xd5 21.cxd5+ 1-0 (48) Bellia,F (2424)-Royset,P (2215) Rethymnon

2011) 17.2€2 H)e5 18.H)d5 Haede;
15...b5!
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a) 15...2fd8? 16.5)xd4 (16.295 Hixe2+ 17.2xe2 6 18.£e3 Wc6 19.f3 52) 16...exd4 17.2h6 £h8 18.Wg5z;

b) 15...5)c6? 16.2b1+;
16.2xd4
(16.£xd4 exd4 17.cxb5 axb5 18.£b1 d5! 19.9xd4 dxed 20.&£xe4 2ad8
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21.xe6 (21.9f3 Wxd2 22.8xd2 8xd2 23.2xd2 Ed8 24.5f3 b4=) 21...Wxd2 22.8xd2 Exd2 23.2xf8 b4 This endgame
is easy for Black to draw. 24.5xh7 sbxh7 25.93 2xa2 26.2d5 f5 27.£2c4 £d4 28.¢2g2 g7 29.¢6f3 &f6 30.h3 bg7
31.g4 fxga+ 32.hxg4 Eal 33.2xal £xal 34.g5 £c3 35.62e4 1/2—1/2 Brattain-Panjwani, Philadelphia 2014)

16...exd4 17.2h6 £xh6 18.%xh6 bxc4 19.2xc4 &xc4 20.bxcd Wa7 21.%d2
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The aforementioned slightly better, but with some accuracy drawn rook endgame starts here. Black’ sfirst task isto
decide where to place hisrooks. | give some sample variations, but | make no claim to ‘solve' this endgame. 21...Efc8!

(21...28b8 22.Wxd4 Wxd4 23.8xd4 Bb2 24.8xd6 Exa2 25.93 Ec8 26.2c1 Hcb 27.5c3 Bad 28.8d8+ g7 29.8d7 Haxcd
30.8f3+-)

22.Wixd4 Wixd4

(22...W¢c5 23.Wxch Bxcb 24.8xd6 Exc4 25.8el Bc2 26.a3 Bc3 27.8al (27.84 Ec4 28.85 Ead 29.8d5 Eb8=) 27...2ac8
28.f3 E8c6 29.8xc6 Exc6=)

23.Exd4 Bab8 24.93!
(24.f3 Eb2 25.a3 Ha2 26.2b1 Exa3 27.2b6 Zad 28.2bxd6 Zaxc4d 29.8xc4 Excd 30.2xab h5=)

24...8c6 25.2fd1 ab 26.8xd6 Bxc4 27.e5 Eb2 28.a3 Ec5 29.8f6 Eb7 30.e6 fxeb 31.8xe6 Bc3 32.a4 Ba3 33.2a6 Bxad
34.2d5 g7 35.2axab Exab 36.5xab h5=;

14...Wc7!? This was Dzindzichashvili’ s choice against my compatriot GM Lesiege in 1993. With the queen on c7, Black
can respond to A c3-e2 with either ... d4xe2 or ...\ d4-c6, since the d6-pawn can be defended in one move by either
rook. 15.&xd4

a) 15.9e2 Both 15...5¢6 and 15...2xe2+ are playable; it isajust a matter of taste. 15...0¢6 (15...xe2+ 16.&xe2
2#fd8 17.Wb4 We7 18.2b6 2d7 19.2d2 Ec8 20.2fd1 2c6 21.2a5 f5 22.213 f4 23.2d3 &8 24.a4 W7 25.%d2 h5 26.h3
b6 27.2b4 a5 28.£a3 Wf6= It is difficult to see how either side will make progress.) 16.f4 (16.£b1 2ad8 17./¢c3 {5
18.exf5 gxf5 19.f4 Wif7=) 16...exf4 17.2xf4 He5 18.2e2 Had8 19.h3 Wco!
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20.2d5 &xd5 21.Wixd5 Wc7 22.2f4 Efe8 23.2.95 8d7 24.8f2 hs 25.£f4 Wcb=;

b) 15.f3 Eac8 16.%)e2 (16.2cl Wd7 17.4e2 b5=) 16...4)¢6 (16...20xe2+!? 17.8xe2 Efd8 18.a4 We7 19.Wb4 {5 20.8d2

Hc6 21.8fd1 f4 22.2b6 BEd7

A N w b O N

White only has four pieces capable of attacking the d6-pawn, and Black has four potential defenders. If White triples
on the d-file and aims for c4-c5 then Black will be able to obtain counterplay against White's weak pawn on b3 (with
.. We7-f7 for example). A sample variation may continue as follows. 23.a5 g5 24.h3 h5 25.¢5 dxc5 26.£xc5 ¥xc5+
27.Wxch Bxcb 28.8xd7 £xd7 29.8xd7 Exab 30.8xb7 £f8=) 17.£b1 £fd8 18.a4 Bd7 19.f4 (19.5c3 Hd42) 19...exf4

20.9\xf4 Wab=;
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15...exd4 16.5e2 £94 17.f3 £d7 18.2b1
(18.84 b5 19.cxb5 axb5 20.axb5 Efb8=)




18...b5
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19.cxb5 £xb5 20.£d3 Wh6 21.2f2 2fc8 22.93 Ha7 23.82g2 d5 24.exd5 2d7 25.2c¢1 Excl 26.9xcl Exd5 27.8xb5 axb5

0-1 (62) Lesiege A (2485)-Dzindzichashvili,R (2535) New Y ork 1993.

15.f3

15.5€e2 b5!

(15...2xe2+!? 16.2xe2 Hcboo)

16.2xd4

(16.cxb5 D xb52)
16...bxc4l? 17.2xc4 £xc4 18.2€3 26
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19.¥xd6

(19.5c3 ¥d7 20.5a4 (20.d5 Wh7=) 20...2c6 21.Ecl Wb7 22.8xc6 Wxc6 23.%d3 d5 24.exd5 £xd5 25.82c1 Wa8
26.0b6 Led! 27.Wca Wh7=)

19...¥xd6 20.8xd6 Ec2 21.49)cl Ha8 22.8fd1 £f8 23.26d2 Hac8 24./)d3 f6
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Black is at little risk here; his two bishops and active rooks provide fully adequate compensation for the pawn. 25.f3 ab
26.52f2 h5 27.8xc2 Bxc2+ 28.2d2 Bc6 29.f4 exf4 30.5\xf4 &f7=

\

A N w b o N
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15..%d7 16.8fel

16.9e2 Hxe2+
(16...b5 17.cxb5 &xb5 18.% a5 Wb7w0)



6...05!? 17.cxb5 axb5 18.£xd4 exd4 19.4xb5 Ecb 20.5a3 Ec30
7...b5 18.cxb5 &xb5 19.Wab HaBwo
8.&xe2 Bc6 19.295 Ef8 20.a4 f52

7.8xe2 Hcb 18.a4 52
7.0e2 Hxe2+
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Appendix

1.e4 c5 2.9f3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2xd4 £g7 5.c4 Dcb 6.82e3 D6 7.¢3 DNg4 8.Wxgd Hxd4 9.%d1 e5 10.£d3 0-0 11.0-0
b6!?
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| was pleasantly surprised to come across this very rare ideain a book on pawn structures by Andy Soltis. Soviet (grand)
masters of the 1950s and 1960s like Simagin, Bagirov, Aronson, and Veresov developed some truly original ideasin
this system. Even if their crafty maneuvers are ultimately ‘too good to be true', it isinstructive to play over their games
to get afeel for this system. Black plansto continue with ...2c8-b7, ...2f8-€8, ...2a8-c8, followed by ...2f8-c5/...d4-
€6, or ...2e8-e6-d6! | envy them for playing chessin the pre-computer era; the analysis of this variation must have
brought them such joy. Computers do spoil the fun alittle, but thereis no clear refutation of the idea either.

12.%d2
12.0d5? b7 13.f4 exf4 14.8xf4 d6 15.Wd2 Heb 16.2h6 £xh6 17.¥xh6 £xd5 18.exd5 £c5 19.8f3 f5!F 0-1 (69)
Byvshev,V-Simagin,V Moscow 1952;
12.a4 £b7 13.9b5
(13.85 bxab 14.Wa4 £c6 15.%xab Wxab 16.8xab Efb8=)
13...f5!
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14.801 f4!
(14...5)xb5 15.axb5 fxed 16.Wga+ 1/2-1/2 (36) Honfi,K-Zaitsev,A Budapest 1963)
15.&xd4 exd4 16.2a3 W6 17.f3 a6 18.5)c7 Hac8 19.d5 £xd5 20.cxd5 Ec5 21.£d3 a5=

12...8b7

12...8e8!? 13.Efel £b7 14.Eadl a6 15.b3 £c6
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Thisis another typical ideaof thisline: Black plans to |eave the pawn on d7, so the bishop iswell placed on ¢c6 from
where it defends (and is defended by) the d7 pawn and prepares ...b6-b5. 16.f3 Ee6! ?

(16...2€6 17.%f2 Eb8 18..)d5 b5 19.£b6 W8 20.2a7 Eb7 21.2e3 Wh8 22.Wh4 &xd5 23.exd5 &4 24.2xf4 exf4
25.8xe8+ Wxe8 26.Wxf4t)
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17.8f1 5 18.9)e2 fxed 19.fxed &Hxe2+?!

(19...2d61?
8 }%@ /; ///Q//
6 ;ﬁif’é}?ﬂ?ﬁ/& 7y
V7, %W ; //
4 . ///ﬁﬂ/% y _
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a b cde f gh

What a triumph of the artistic approach to chess that this was Black’ s best try. 20.2xd4 exd4 21.£95 W8 22.c5!!
Incredibly, Black can equalize against all other moves! 22...bxc5 23.2c4+ 2e6 (23...2h8 24.e51) 24.2xe6+ dxeb
25.e51)

20.8xe2 Wc7 21.804 Ef6 22.8xd7 £b7 23.295 2ff8 24.Wd6 Wc5+ 25.Wxc5 bxch 26.£67 £f4 27.2e6+ £h8 28.£d5 1
0 (28) Kholmov,R-Aronson,L Riga 1954.

13.Bad1

It isnot clear how Black should handle this position. Based on my research, Black should delay ...2a8-c8 for some time.
13.2e2 He6 14.5fd1 f5 15.f3
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15...8f7! Black’sideais to exchange dark squared bishops with ...£g7-f8-c5. Computers tend to make us pessimistic
about such maneuvers, but in this particular position science and aesthetics coincide.

(15...f4 16.£f2 We7 17.c5 xc5 18.2c4+ &2h8 19.b4 Hab 20.a3 £fd8 21.49¢c3 &) c7 22.Wd6 Wxd6 23.8xd6 Hac8
24.2d3 9 eb6 25.2xe6 dxeb 26.8xd8+ Exd8 27.9b5 1/2-1/2 (27) Roizman,A-Veresov,G Minsk 1955)

16.¢3 £f8! 17.exf5 gxf5 18.a3 £c5

.......
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19.8xc5 bxc52;
13.f3 We7 14.8fd1 5 15.exf5 gxf5 16.)d5 Wd6! =;
13.b3 5 14.exf5 Wh4!
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15.f3
(15.fxg6?? D3+ 16.gxf3 &xf3—+)
15...gxf5 16.d5 £xd5 17.cxd5 ede

13..e6

13...8c6!?

E W EHé
1 /1 141
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14.f4

(14.b3 £)e6 15.£2 He8 16.04 2c8 17.8b3 £)d4 18.F3 £18 19.8xd4 exd4 20.5)e2 b5 21.5)xd4 bxcd 22.8xc4 Sad
23.803 £xb3 24.5)xb3 ¥b6+=)



14...exf4 15.2xf4 Heb 16.2d6

(16.£h6 £xh6 17.%xh6 We7 18.H)d5 £xd5 19.exd5 Hg7=)
16...2e8 17.€bh1 & c5 18.Wf2 ¢bh8 19.Wixf7 Wg5 20.£c2 H\b7 21.Hb5 N c5=;
13...8c8? 14.b3 £c6
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15.f4

(15.2b1 )66 16.84 £16! 17.5b5 Ba8 18.5d6 (18.93 £67 19.5d6 Wh8 20802 H)d4 21.&xd4 Wxd6 22.2¢3 Web 23.a5
bxab 24.4xa5 £.¢5 25.4b4 We7 26.4c3 Bfb8 27.2al 8b7=) 18...495 19.3 £xe3 20.Wxe3 We7 21.f4 f6=)

15...exf4 16.2xf4 & e6 17.2d6 HeB
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18.5b5 Thisis one reason Black’s rook would have been better placed on a8.




(18.65 &)c5 19.Wf4 b7 20.20b5 £xb5 21.Wxf7+ 2h8 22.cxb5 Hxd6 23.exd6 Wha 24.93 Wdd+ 25.Wf2 Wxf2+
26.5bxf2 2e6 27.£c4 2f8+ 28.¢bg2 Bxf1 29.8xf1 £f8=)

18...a6 19.9 a7 &a8 20..xc6 dxc6 21.e5+;
13..f5

T W a7
E W Ee
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14.exf5 Wh4 15.)d5

(15.fxg6?? D3+ 16.gxf3 &xf3—+)
15..xf5

(15...0xf5 16.f4+)
16.8xf5 gxf5 17.f4 e4 18.2.d4+

14.4b1

14.b3 £.6 15.f3 &e8
(15...We7 16.2c2 Hfd8 17.8fel Wa3!= Black can ‘premove’ ...2g7-f8.)
16.5d5 £f8 17.b4 £g7 18.5c1 Ec8 19.a4 Hd4 20.2c3 a5 21.b5 £xd5 22.cxd5 £f8=

14...2c6 15.b4 Ec8 16.a3
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16...&2h8!

16...8c7 17.2a2 ©h8 18.c5 N d4 19.f4 bxch 20.bxch 8b7 21.fxe5
(21.5Hd5%)

21...0e6 22.8xe6 fxeb 23.295 Wab 24.Wd6 Zbb8 25.2e7 Bxfl1+ 26.8xf1 Be8 27.8f3 Wxa3+ 1/2-1/2 (36) Smyslov,V-
Bagirov,V Leningrad 1960.

17.8a2

17.c5 bxc5 18.bxc5 Was2;
17.b5 £a8 18.Wxd7 Wxd7 19.8xd7 #xc4 20.4d5 Ead=

17...f5 18.exf5 gxf5 19.f3 ¥e8 20.0d5
20.b5 £a8 21.W/xd7 ed2

20...f4 21.£f2
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21...e4! 22 fxed ¥h5 23.8del 2e52
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CHAPTER 5
MAROCZY BIND: MAIN LINE

1.e4 c5 2.9f3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2xd4 £g7 5.c4 Dc6 6.£e3 N6 7.2¢3 0-0 8.2€2 d6 9.0-0
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Contents

1.9..5xd4

2.9..2d7 10.sidelines

3.9..£d7 10.2c2

4.9..8d7 10.W¥d2 Hxd4 11.&xd4 £c6 12.sidelines

5.9...2d7 10.Wd2 Hxd4 11.&xd4 £c6 12.f3 Hd7 13.sidelines
6. 9...£d7 10.Wd2 Hxd4 11.2xd4 &c6 12.f3 Hd7 13.2€3

( 1

1.e4 c5 2.2f3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2xd4 £g7 5.c4 D6 6.8e3 Nf6 7.2¢3 0-0 8.8€2 d6
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This variation does not have an accepted name, but because it is the top choice of virtually all the top Accelerated
Dragon players nowadays, | will refer to it asthe ‘main line'. Compared with the Breyer Variation, thislineisfar more
nuanced and, frankly, difficult to play well (for both sides). Aswith all practical matters, the choice involves a tradeoff:
the Breyer is easy to play for Black, but if White plays accurately (which very few are able to do in practice) then he
can achieve a dightly more pleasant position (if you find this state of affairsto be unacceptable, | recommend
abandoning the Sicilian altogether in favor of the Berlin or Marshall). In thisline Black’s counterplay is more reactive
in nature — Black can’t just ‘wear ablindfold’ and proceed with a plan on autopilot, but in return Black can count on
dynamic equality and a tense struggle where all three results are on the table.

9.0-0

There are many waysto play this position for Black, but the main tabiya involves Black playing (in various move
orders) ...&c8-d7, ... coxd4, ...2d7-c6, ...a7-ab, ... f6-d7-c5. The question of move order is an important one for Black
here: should Black start with 9...2d7 or first play 9...2xd4 10.£xd4 £d77? In practice they usually transpose, because
most White players are unwilling to play a different line against each of these, preferring instead to enter the ¥ d2 main
line regardless of Black’s move order. That being said, according to my research, 9...2d7 is the significantly better
move order (and it isintroducted in the next chapter), in light of 9...5xd4 10.2xd4 £d7 11.%d3!.

9..4xd4 10.8xd4 £d7
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11.¥d3!

Thisis not anew move, it wasfirst played in Smyslov-Pirc 1956 (1-0); for some reason it has not caught on. | owe
Kevin Spraggett for revealing its strength to me. White' s basic ideais to prophylactically defend the e4-pawn so that
...2d7-c6 can be met with b2-b4! White usually wants to wait for Black’s bishop to be on c6 before playing b2-b4,
because the weak c4-pawn is under less pressure when Black’ s bishop is on c6 as opposed to e6. In general Black wants
to prevent White from playing b2-b4 (at least) until his knight has landed on ¢5, so the central theme of this variation is
White trying to achieve b2-b4 and Black trying to either prevent it or render it premature. Unfortunately, nothing seems
to work for Black. | will present the following lines without comment, because | am recommending we avoid this
altogether, but | encourage the reader to try to find improvements on my analysis, and to at least skim through the
ensuing variations to get afeel for which positions are playable for Black and which are to be avoided.

11.b4 266 12.f3 Hd7 13.0d5 £xd4+ 14.¥xd4 £xd5 15.cxd5 ab 16.a3 axb4 17.axb4 Exal 18.Exal Wc7=

11...a6!?
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11...2c6? 12.b4!
11...a5 12.b3!

(12.a3 a4 13.c5 dxc5 14.£xc5 £c6 15.We3 W8 16.f3 (16.4xe7 Ee8 17.2xf6 £xf6 18.f3 Webs) 16...We6 17.8fd1

2fds=)
12...£06 13.a3 5)d7

(13...06 14.b4 H\d7 15.8xg7 soxg7 16.Wd4+ shg8 17.f4)

14.8xg7 2xg7 15.b4 axb4

(15...b62)
16.axb4 Wh6 17.b5

=
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17..8xal

(17..5€5 18.¥d2 £d7 19.%5a4 Wa7 20.c5 dxc5 21.Wd5 Wh8 22.5\xc5+)
18.8xal He5 19.Wd2

(19.%¢c2 £2d7 20.%d5 Wd4 21.8d1 Wc5 22.5)xe7 Ee 23.4d5 £xb5=)
19...2d7 20.5Ha4!

(20.50d5 W5 21.We3 (21.5xe7 Hixcd 22.Wc3+ Heb 23.Wxc5 dxc5 24.14 £g4=) 21...8c8 22.8¢3 (22.5)%e7 Hixca=)
22...66 23.)e3 16 24.Wd2 £e8 25.2d1 H)f7 26.294 £d7=)

20...¥c7
(20...@’617 21.¢5 dxc5 22.f4 c4+ 23.b6t)
21.f4
(21.¥d4 g5 22.h4 h6=)
21..0g4
% % g/f/fé %
a» > %%/gyfigfxw _
e ’ “
7
6 . X 7,17
sWiaw w7
2 o Y v A
o
s\ R AR RA
N
2 i, 00,
e A
2\ 7, ¥ AN
"N & N
= T 75 A
a b c de f gh
22.2d1!

(22.Wd4+ €5 23.Wb6 Wxh6+ 24.0xb6 D6 25.2d1 26 26.£f3 2b8! (26...exf4 27.8xd6 Eb8 28.e5 He8 29.8d4 g5
30.d7 2d8 31.8xb7 Exd7 32.8xd7 £xd7 33.06 &f8 34.2d5+) 27.8xd6 He8 28.2d1 exf4 29.e5 (29.¢5 g5 30.h3 Hc7
31.2b1 He8w) 29...f6 30.exf6+ Dxf6 31.h4 h6 32.2d6 &f7 33.5d5 £xd5 34.2xd5+ Hxd5 35.cxd5 Ec8 36.2d7+ 6
37.8xb7 2d8 38.2b6+ 5 39.d6 g5 40.hxg5 hxgb 41.5c6 he5 42.06 Exd6 43.2xd6 xd6 44.56f2 g4 45.b7 c7
46.5be2 bxb7 47.%d3 thcb 48.5hed f3 49.gxf3 gxf3 50.%xf3 Thiswas not agame, | just wanted to analyze at |east
one variation ‘down to kings' in this book.)

22..5\f6 23.4d4 28 24.65
(24.5\c3 €5=)

24...dxe5 25.fxe5 5)d7 26.66+ H)6 27.exf7 €5 28.1c3
(28.1c52)

28...266 29.c5 H\d5 30.Wb2 xf7 31.2f3+



12.b4!

12.84 a5 13.5)d5
(13.8fd1 £c6 14.b3 Hd7 15.8abl & c5 16.We3 &xd4 17.8xd4 €5 18.8d2 Wer=)
13...20xd5 14.exd5 £f5 15.We3 &xd4 16.¥xd4 Eab=;
12.We3 Wh8! ?
(12...b5 13.cxb5 axb5 14.8xb5 (14.2xb5 Bad!%) 14...8xb5 15.8xb5 €5 16.£a7 d5 17.£¢5 d4 18.%d3 e 19.b4+)
13.8fd1

(13.24 35 14.8fd1 £c6 15.50d5 £e8! (15...2xd5 16.cxd5 Hd7 17.8xg7 soxg7 18.£05 Hc5 19.2acl 6 20.f4%) 16.5b6
(16.03 H)d7 17.8xg7 soxg7=) 16...65 17.8c3 Hixed 18.5xa8 Hixc3! (18...4xa8?! 19.2el H1c5 20.b4 (20.£xd6 £)e65)
20...axb4 21.8xb4 £f8 22.a5+) 19.bxc3 ¥xaB 20.5xd6 £f8 21.2dd1 e4x)

13...2c6
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14.8acl

(14.84 a5 15.d5 268 (15...2xd5 16.cxd5 Hd7 17.2xg7 shxg7 18.205 H1c5 19.8acl ¥d8 20.f4 f6 21.2c3 £c8 22.8dcl
£0g8! 23.21c2 b6 24.b3 ¥f8! 25.2c4 vh8 26.93 g5=; 15...e5 16.20b6 £xd5 17.cxd5 Nd7 18.2acl Hxb6 19.Wxbh6 £f6
20.93 £d8 21.Wh5 Wa7 22.Wd7 Wh8 23.2d3 £b6 24.2b3 2d8 25.%h5 £d4 26.Wxb7 Wxb7 27.8xb7 Zdb8 28.8xb8+
Exb8=) 16.)b6 €5 17.2c3 Hxed 18.0xa8 Hxc3 19.Wxc3 Wxal 20.2xd6 edx)

14...b5
(14...€5 15.2b6 Hd7 16.2d5 £xd5 17.8xd5+)
15.5d5 &xd5
(15...2e8 16.cxb5 £xd5 17.exd5 axb5 18.%h3 b4 19.82c4+ 1-0 (31) Gurevich,l (2475)-Taylor Chicago 1992)
16.cxd5 Dd7 17.8xg7 soxg7 18.Wd4+ ¢bg8 19.294 Hf6 20.£h3 Wa7 21.Wd3 a5 22.93 2fb8w;
12.f3
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12...82b8

(12...b5? 13.cxb5 axb5 14.5xb5 Had 15.5)¢3 (15.5a3 Wh8!%; 15.2e3 £xb5 16.Wxb5 Wa8=) 15...2b4 16.2abl (16.b3
Hxed 17.8xg7 £ c5 18.We3 coxg7 19.0d5 Eb8= Intinctively, White appears to be better because of the connected
passed pawns; however, those pawns are easily blocked and the dark squared weaknesses in White' s position
shouldn’t be discounted.) 16...%7b8 (16...Hxe4 17.82xg7 £c5 18.We3 chxg7 19.0d5 £b8 20.b4 Had 21.b5 Hc5
22.8fd1l £e6 23.2c4 6 24.Wd4 £xd5 25.2xd5 Wh6o) 17.b3
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17..266 (17...8xd4 18.Wxd4 £Hg4 19.9d3 (19.Wd2 Wa7+ 20.coh1 HHf2+ 21.8xF2 Wxf2 22.5d5 £b5=) 19...War+
20.bh1 &2+ 21.8xf2 Wxf2 22.5)d5 €6 23.0)e3 £b5 24.Wxb5 Wxe3 25.Wd3 Wf2 26.£f1 Wa7 27.a4 d5 28.exd5 £d8
29.Wa6 Wxab 30.8xab Bxd5 31.4c4 Bd2 32.85+) 18.2€3 d5 19.2.¢5 dxed 20.fxed Hd8 21.We3 Bb7 22.2bd1 Ebd7
23.&bhix)

13.a4 b6 14.8fd1 £c6 15.b4 a5 16.b5 2b7=;



12.2fd1 b5 13.cxb5 axb5 14.2)xb5 £xb5 15.%xb5 Hxed 16.8xg7 xg7 17.£f3 Eb8 18.%d3 Hc5=
12...8€6

12...b5 13.cxb5 axb5 14.5xb5 £xb5 15.%xb5 &H\xed 16.2xg7 oxg7 17.%d5 Hf6 18.Wh3+;
12...65 13.2€3 £e6 14.2ac] Hc8 15.%9a4 b5 16.cxb5 axb5 17.4¢3 £c4 18.Wd2+

13.Efcl &c8 14.2d5 £Hxd5
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15.exd5

15.cxd5 £xd4 16.%xd4 £d7=
15...2f5 16.%d2 &xd4 17.%xd4 Ee8
17...e5 18.dxe6 £xe6 19.a3+

18.2f3 ab 19.a3 b6 20.h4 h5 21.8elt
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1.e4 c5 2.3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Hxd4 97 5.c4 Db 6.8e3 D6 7.0¢c3 0-0 8.2e2 d6 9.0-0 £d7

A N w o N o

The downside of thislineis 10.2c2, whereas the downside of the 9...2xd4 move order is 11.%d3! In my judgment we
should prefer to allow White 10.2c2 here. Let’ sfirst have alook at some side moves.

10.2b3

Thelogic of thismoveis similar to 10.2c2: since White has more space, he wants to avoid exchanges to keep Black’s
position cramped. Furthermore, the ‘ soft’ c4-pawn can be defended by Hb3-d2, asit often is by £c2-a3 in the 10.¢2

line.
10.8c1 $xd4 11.2xd4
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Nowadays | prefer to play 11...£c6 here, because things are likely to transpose to the 10.¥d2 line where White' s rook
on c1 does nothing to promote the central positional aim of b2-b4. The reader may prefer 11...2h6!? which | have
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played afew times aswell. The choiceisjust a matter of taste. 11...2h6!?

(11...&¢6 If Black playsthisthen the 10.Ec1 line has little independent value. 12.f3 a5 13.b3 H\d7 14.£e3 &\c5
15.%d2= Thisis atransposition to the 10.¥7d2 line, where White's a-rook does not tend to go to c1.)

12.f4

(12.5c2 €5 13 2263 &xe3 14.fxe3 £c6

A N w b OO N o

15.%d3 (15.£d3 a5 16.2cf2 Hd7 17.Wga Hc5 18.2¢2 £d7 19.¥d1 £e6 20.40d5 g7 21.b3 &xd5 22.¥xd5 6 23.a3
Who 24.2b1 ¥c6=) 15...a5 16.2d2 He8 17.2d1 ¥Wh6 18.2df2 2d8 19.294 Hc7 20.h4 Dab 21.h5 &\ c5 22.Wc2 Wha
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23.00d5 £xd5 24.exd5 e4 25.2e2 (25.2f6 £1d3 26.03 ade?) 25...adw)




12...2c6 13.2xf6

a) 13.65 dxe5 14.8xe5 Hd7 15.2d4 e5!? (15...2e8! ? 16.8c2 €5 17.fxe5 Hxe5) 16.fxed Wg5 17.0d5 £xd5 18.cxd5
Wxcl 19.%xcl £xcl 20.8xcl Dxe5 21.8c7 (21.d6 f6+) 21...f6 22.8xb7 (22.d6 Eac8 23.8xb7 Ef7 24.8xa7 Exar
25.&xar Bc2F) 22...82f7 23.8b57;

b) 13.%d3 5 14.2e3 exf4 15.8xf4 &xf4 16.8xf4 Hd7=;
13...exf6
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14.Wd4 This was American prodigy Ruifeng Li’s choice against me.
a) 14.%d2 2e8 15.2f3 Whe+ 16.%2h1 Ead8 17.93 £g7 18.2c2 W5 19.0d5 a5=;

b) 14.%2h1 We follow one of my games here. 14...2e8 15.2d3 ¥b6 16.2c2 a5 17.2d2 a4 18.2b1 £f8 19.b3 axb3
20.axb3 2al 21.5d5 £xd5 22.8xd5 We3? (22...Exed 23.2xed Exdl 24.2dxd1 f5 25.2d5 £g7 26.04 £f6 27.b5 g7=)
23.8f3 (023.05!) 23..Wa7 24.Wc2 f5 2551 8xed (25...fxed 26.f5 €3 27.fxg6 hxgb 28.8xf7 Exbl+—+)
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26.g4!! We3 27.2d3 We2 (27...E2xf4 28.8xe3 Bxf1+ 29.¢6g2 Efxbleo) 28.Wxe2 Exe2 29.gxf5 Eb2F Shlionsky-
Panjwani, New Y ork 2016 (1/2-1/2);

14...8e8 15.8cd1 Wa5 16.2d3 £97 17.Wf2 a6 18.a3
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a b c
18...f5! 19.exf5 &xc3
(19...gxf5 20.2d5 £xd5 21.cxd5 ¥xd5 22.8.xa6=)
20.bxc3 gxf5 21.8del
a) 21.Wg3+ h8 22.Wg5 Eg8 23.Wf6+ 297 24.93 (24.8£xf5?7? &xg2—+) 24..Wxa3=;
b) 21.¥h4 Ee6T;
21...Wxa3 22.2xf5 Wixc3+ Ruifeng Li — Raja Panjwani, Philadelphia 2014 (0-1);



10.f3 (As with the 11.¥d3 line which we avoided by playing 9...£d7 instead of 9...21xd4, White prophylactically
defends the e4-pawn in anticipation of ...2d7-c6). 10...5xd4 11.£xd4 a5 If White plays ordinary devel oping moves like
12.%d2 here then we will transpose into material we will discuss later, so we will just consider attempts by White to
obtain immediate play.

(11..£c67 12.b4%)
12.c5

(12.b3 £c6 13.a3 H)d7 14.82xg7 soxg7 15.¥d4+ g8 16.b4 b6 17.¥xb6 H)xb6=)
12...dxc5 13.2xc5 £c6
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14.%h3
(14.W1xd8 £fxd8 15.&xe7 Bd2=; 14.Ecl Hd7 15.2e3 a4 16.%¥c2 Wab=)
14...0d7 15.£e3 Wh8! 16.2adl a4 17.%c4 Bc8 18.4)d5 2f8!
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Black may optically appear to be passive but his compactness is deceptive; all of Black’s soft spots have been covered
and White has no targets. 19.2b4 6 20.2xc6 Exc6 21.%h5 £c5 22.2xc5 Hxch=

10...a5!
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Black immediately targets White's b3 knight and threatens to gain further space on the queenside with ...a5-a4 and
... ¥d8-ab.

11.9d2

1137 a4 12.5d2?! a3 13.bxa3 £g4 14.fxgd £xC3F;
11.a3 a4 12.5d2 Wab= |deas for Black include ...£€6/...2d7-c5 or alternatively ...e7-€5/...4c6-d4.



11...8c8!

Black’ s bishop is misplaced on d7 in both the 10.2¢2 and 10.2b3 lines. Ordinarily Black would prefer to play
...2€6/...d7-c5 but there is no time for that here since White' s f4-f5 comes too fast.

11...2€6 12.f4 \d77? 13.f5+—
12.8cl »d7 13.2b3
13.f3 2d4!N 14.£xd4 Hxd4 15.9dbl €5 16.9a3 5 17.5ab5 S ceb=

13...a4 14.0d4 Hxd4 15.8xd4

.......

AN w b oo N
§¥
§¥
N\

15...2h6!

Thisisafairly common idea when White' srook is on cl. Black wants to play ...e7-e5 next, when White has to accept
doubled, isolated e-pawns.

16.2c2

16.f4 €5 17.2€3 exf4 18.2xf4 Whe+ 19.¢h1 &xf4 20.8xf4 Wxb2 21.2c2 Whe 22.2d2 He5 23.40d5 ¥e5 Black’s dark
squares are in theory weak, but without White' s dark squared bishop on the board Black has nothing to worry about. On
the other hand, Black’s light squared bishop is clearly superior to its counterpart. 24.5)f6+ g7 25.8xd6 £e6=

16...e5 17.8€3 £xe3 18.fxe3 Ac5 19.2d2 Eab 20.294 £e6 21.We2 We7
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Itis hard to see how either side will make progress; Black doesn’t particularly want to play ...f7-f5 because that would
undouble White' s e-pawns, but White has nothing constructive to do either. Black can literally play ...2a6-a8-a6-a8 and
wait for White to do something.

%

Y
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22.8x€6

22.0d5? &xd5 23.exd5 f5+

22...fxe6 23.8xf8+ sxf8 24.0\b5 sbg7 25.%f3 Bcb 26.8f2 Bc8 27.Hxd6
27.04 28 28.Wxf8+ Wxf8 29.2xf8 ¢bxf8 30.20xd6 Le7 31.Hb5 HxedT

27..¥ixd6 28.Wf6+ g8 29.Wf7+ &hg 30.Wf6+ 8=



1.e4 c5 2.9f3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2xd4 £g7 5.c4 Dcb6 6.82e3 D6 7.¢3 0-0 8.2e2 d6 9.0-0 £d7 10.c2

This move was area headache for me to deal with when preparing this book. I did not have the luxury of
recommending the usual 9...2xd4 because | wasin on the secret of Smyslov’s powerful 11.%d3! The database games
were not much help either; the consensus seems to be that Black must sit back passively and demonstrate resiliency in
the face of White' s b2-b4 or f4-f4/g2-g4 expansions (see the alternativesto 10...2c8 for an illustration). | analyzed all
kinds of weird ideas for Black, like ...a7-a5/...Ac6-b4/...&d7-c6/...2)f6-d7-c5, but | realized that White's position is too
solid for Black to get away with unprincipled play. | concluded that if Black is going to be able to equalizein thisline,
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it will bevia*healthy’, thematic movesin the spirit of the opening.

10...8c8!
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Until around 2012 this was by far the most popular move, and it still is overall, but it has been absent from the top
gamesin the last five years, particularly in favor of 10...Wab5. | find the positions after 10...%¥a5 to be overly
provocative: Black does not need to cede as much ground as he tends to in those lines. After 10...2c8 we will consider
White' s three most popular attempts.

10...Wa5 11.Wd2 Bfc8 12.8acl /Heb5 13.b3 £)c6 14.b4 ¥d8 15.f4 294 16.£d3 £e6 17.h3 a5 18.a3 axb4 19.axb4 Hb8
20.2d5 &xd5 21.cxd5 Za2 22.Wel Hbd7 23.2)d4 Za3 24.Wd2 Ecal 25.0h2 Ba2 26.2c2 2xc2 27.%xc2 Whe 28.%c4
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Wd8 29.2c1+ 0-1 (42) Swicarz,M-Cyborowski,L Poland 2015;

10...a6 11.f3 Har? 12.0a3 £c6 13.¥d2 Hd7 14.2abl Wh8?! 15.5fcl Ec8 16.b4 b6 17.¢5 dxch 18.bxch Hb5 19.4axb5
axb5 20.cxb6 Dxb6 21.xb5 £e8 22.8xc8 Hxc8 23.Wcl!+— 1-0 (47) Vuckovic,B (2558)-Abramovic,B (2455)

Kraljevo SRB 2015.

11.f3

Thisisby far White's most popular choice. Against White's other moves Black plays ...\ c6-€5, but here since White
has committed himself to f2-f3, Black can play 11...2e6! when White's best plan isto go for f4-f5, now at the cost of a

tempo.
11.%d2 He5
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12.b3 White' s most popular move.
a) 12.9a3 £e6 13.b3 Wab 14.ab5 a6 15.2d4 b5=;

b) 12.¢5 &£c6! (12...dxc5 13.f4 Hc6 (13...2eg4 14.e5 Hh5 15.h3 Dxe3 16.%xe3 £h6 17.2adl We8 18.£xh5 gxh5
19.Wf3t) 14.Eadl Hb8 15.Wel (15.65 Hgde) 15...We8 16.Wh4 b5 (16...8¢6 17.f5 Hbd7 18.5elx) 17.f5 ba 18.5d5
A xd5 19.8xd5 £xb2 20.65x0) 13.cxd6 £xed 14.2xa7 ¥Wxd6 15.%xd6 exd6 16.2e3 £d3=;

12...b5! 13.f4

(13.cxb5? Wc7 14.2d4 Hixed 15.5xed Wxc2 16.We3 f51F)
13..5egd 14.2d4

(14.2xa7 bxc4 15.04 £067 1/2-1/2 (38) Nijboer,F (2525)-Bosch,J (2425) Amsterdam 1996)
14...bxc4 15.2xc4
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15...e5! 16.fxe5
(16.2xar? Wab 17.2e3 &\ xe3 18.5)xe3 exf4 19.8xf4 Hxed—+)
16...dxe5 17.&xa7 Wc7 18.£f2 £e6! 19.0b5 Wh7 20.)d6 Hxed! T,
11.8cl1 He5

% /'”? ' @1/

aaaaaa

aaaaaa

aaaaaaa

...............

D\
\;\
515 ‘\\ \
\»X
\

aaaaa

abcdefgh

(11...a6!? 12.f4 b5 13.cxb5 axb5 14.8xb5 g4 15.84 Hxe3 16.5)xe3 Hd4 17.8xd7 Wxd7 18.f5 Wa7 19.55h1 e6
20.£b1 2fd8s)

12.b3 Thisline may be one reason that Black stopped playing 10...Ec8, but | have found a new move which seemsto
revive Black’ s position.

(12.5Ha3 Wab 13.f3 £e6 14./d5 £xd5 15.exd5 £d7
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In general Black has three plansin such positions: either play ...f7-f5-f4 securing the €5 square for Black’s knight, or
play ...e7-e6 opening up the center with White' s knight misplaced on a3, and finally ...a7-a6/...b7-b5 as usua. Here
we will see Black implement a different idea from these, which works because of the concrete features of the position.
16.h3 (16.f4 Dga 17.2xg4 £xg4 18.Wxgd £xb2 19.5b5 &£xcl 20.8xcl Excal—+) 16...g5!?

A N w b OO N

Not the only move for Black, but certainly his most aesthetically appealing option. 17.%el (17.Ec2 h6 18.f4 gxf4
19.8xf4 f52; 17.8xg5? Wh6+ 18.2f2 h6 19.2d2 Wxb2 20.bl ¥xa2F) 17...Wxel 18.5fxel 5 19.2xg5 (19.2xa7
g4%) 19..50f7 20.8xe7 Efe8 21.2d1 £xb2 22.8b1 £xa3 23.8xb7 N5 24.2xe5 2c5+ 25.¢bf1 dxe5 26.£xc5 Exch

27.8xd7 &xc4 28.8xa7 Ed4=)
12.. ¥a5IN
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An important novelty. Whiteis forced to make a decision of how to deal with the hanging c3-knight, and Black will
respond accordingly.
a) 12...a6 13.5d4! Wereit not for this move, 12...a6 would be fine for Black. 13...%a5 (13...2eg4 14.£d2 ¥h6
15.5c2t) 14.5d5! Hxd5 (14...%d8 15.f3 D xd5 16.exd5 e6 17.dxe6 fxeboo) 15.exd5 f5 16.a4 Nga 17.8xg4 fxgd
18.8el4;

b) 12...b5? Thisisthematic but unfortunately Black’s compensation is inadequate. 13.2xb5 Hxe4 (13...£xb5 14.cxb5
A xed 15.f4 Nd7 16.0d4+) 14.%xa7 Ha8 15.a4 )¢5 16.8xc5 dxcs 17.9b5 Whe 18.Wd2 2fd8 19.We3 &5 20.b4 €6
21.2fd1 Hab8 22./\d3z;

13.Wd2

a) 13.5d4 Hegd! (13...a6 14.5d5! (14.h3 b5 15.f4 &6 16.cxb5 Dxd4 17.2xd4 axb5=; 14.f3 b5 15.cxb5 axb5
16.2dxb5 £xb5 17.5xb5 Excl 18.Wxcl Wxa2=) 14...2fe8 15.b4 (15.a4 &Hxd5 16.exd5 e6 17.dxe6 (17.f4 Hxc4!
18.bxc4 exd5+) 17...fxe6 18.f4 »f7 19.2f3 d5=) 15...%d8 16.f4! (16.2xf6+ exf6! 17.%d2 £Hc6 18.f3 f52) 16...eg4
(16...D¢6 17.0¢c2+) 17.xf6+ HHxf6 18.65 Ded 19.66 fxeb 20.£94 £xd4 21.8xd4 &)f6 22.2e2 Bf8 23.Wh3t) 14.2d2
Wc5 (14...9xh2 15.4)cb5 Wh6 16.¢bxh2 a6 17.2e3 axb5 18.e6 Wab 19.0\xf8+) 15.0f3 (15.¢2 Compare this to the
analogous position in the 12...a6 line, where Black’s queen is on b6 instead of c5. There, Black’s next moveis
unavailable to him. 15...We5! 16.9g3 Wh5 17.h4 Wc5=) 15...8fe8 16.h3 He5 17.a4 ab 18.xe5 Wixe5 19.£d3 Whs!
20.%xh5 Hxh5=

A N w o N o
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In general Black should be happy to exchange queens in this line of the Maroczy. Here, Black will consider relocating
his h5 knight to c5, or perhaps instead he will relocate his g7 bishop to a7 and keep the knight on f6. Eventually things
will fizzle out: White will play ©\d5, Black will take it with either knight or bishop, and rooks will get exchanged on
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the c-file. Asaways, Black’s counterplay isto befound in ...f7-f5 or ...b7-b5.;
b) 13.2d2 ¥b6 14.5d5 &Hxd5 15.exd5 f52;

13...b5!

A N w b o N

Now that White's c3-knight is ‘pinned’, £c3xb5 is no longer possible asit was after 12...b5. 14.d5
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(14.b4 ¥c7 15.¢5 Efd82; 14.6xb5? Wxd2 15.£xd2 Hxed 16.£€3 ab 17.5bd4 f52)

14...¥xd2 15.8xd2

(15.2xe7+ £2h8 16.8xd2 Ece8 17.0d5 Hxed=)



15...xd5 16.cxd5 5 17.exf5 gxf5 The position is dynamically equal. Black has obvious static weaknesses, but he also
has more central pawns and active pieces. | will just give a sample variation for how play could continue.
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18.5)d4 a6 19.a4 bxad 20.bxad £xad 21.£xa6 Bxcl 22.8xcl £d7 23.9c6 Ha8 24.2b5 hf8 25.895 Hgb=

11...£¢6!

11...86
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12.2c1!

(12.%d2 He5 13.5a3 (13.b3 b5 14.cxb5 ¥ab 15.b4 Wc7 16.2d4 Hical (16...2xb5 17.5e3 Hicd 18.5xc4 £xcd 19.8acl
Wh7=) 17.¥c1 axb52) 13...866 14.5d5 £xd5 (14...0fd7? 15.2acl (15.804 )6 16.8xg7 (16.£€3 5 17.0)f4 £f7w)
16...soxg7 17.5bh1 a5 18.5)c2 &)c5 19.5)ce3 f62) 15...f5 16.exf5 gxf5?! (16...8xF5 17.8fd1t) A754-De6/(17:.Dgd



18.2xg4 fxg4 19.f5 £f7 20.b3 HHf6 21.2xf6+ exf6 22.8f4 h5 23.2d4+) 18.2f3 Ac5 19.8fel &7 20.b4 Ned 21.2xed
fxed 22.b5 H\b8 23.2b6+ 1-0 (53) Y oung,G-Panjwani,R Las Vegas 2013) 15.exd5 (15.cxd5 e6=) 15...e6 16.dxe6
fxe6 17.2ad1 (17.b4 d5=) 17...d5 18.¢5 »Hfd7 19.8c1 (19.b4 a5=) 19...d4 20.295 (20.£xd4 Hxc5%) 20...0f6=)

12...He5?!

(12...£e6 A recommendation of Khalifman. 13.2d5! (13.2a3 Ad7 14.%d2 Wa5 15.8fd1 f5! 16.exf5 &xf5 17.%d5+2!
Wxd5 18.cxd5 Hb4 19.g47 £d3 20.£xd3 Bxf3T) 13...50d7 14.b4 {5 15.exf5 £xf5 16.b5)

13.c5!! A brilliant computer-movel!
(13.9a3 £e6 14.5d5 Hfd7 15.f4 Hc6= Black will continue with ...f7-f5; White's knight is awkward on a3.)
13...dxc5 14.f4 Hega
(14...¢6 15.65 DeB 16.2f3 b6 17.12f2! £e6 18.Wxd8 Hxd8 19.0a4 Eb8 20.b4+)
15.65 Hxe3 16.9xe3 He8 17.8c2! b5 18.2d2 Hc7 19.a4+;
11..5a512.b3 ab

(12...5Hg4 13.2d2! Wh6+ (13...0€5 14.8c1 (14.f4 Hexcdl ) 14...f5 15.f4 H7 16.exf5 £xf5 17.He3+) 14.2h1 HHf2+
15.8xf2 Wxf2 16.)d5+-)

13.Wd2 b5 14.cxb5

aaaaaa

.............

;;;;;;

A N w o N o
®
> m}l\ >
N
x\
N
x\

14..Wc7
(14...8xc3 15.Wxc3 Hd5 16.#d2 H)xe3 17.5xe3+; 14...5g4 15.82d4 €5 16.2a7!+)
15.2d4 &xb5
(15...axb5 16.2b4 Wh8 17.6bh1 &6 18.xc6 £xc6 19.84+)
16.£xb5 axb5
(16...€5 17.5b4 exd4 18.5cd5 & xd5 19.9xd5 Wa7 20.£d3 Db 21.f4 De7 22.4xe7+ Wixe7 23.2xab Hc3 24.2d3+)
17.8acl Wb7 18./2d5 Axd5
(18...65 19.2e3 Nxd5 20.exd5 Hal 21.2b4+)



19.8xg7 xg7 20.exd5t;
11..2e5 12.b3 a6 13.2d5 Dxd5 14.exd5 5 15.%d2 b5 16.cxb5 axb5 17.0d4x

1214

Thisisthe computer’ s recommendation — machines don’t have egos about blatantly losing tempos.

12.¥d2 Hd7 13.2acl
(13.2abl f5 14.exf5 &xf5=; 13.H)d5 £xb2 14.8abl £g7 15.8xb7 £H)c5=)
13...2e8!
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Prophylaxis! Black would like to play 13...%a5 instead, but that allows 14.b4! which works because of Black’s e€7-pawn
being weak.
(13...%a5?! 14.b4! Hxb4d 15.d5 Hc6 16.%xab Hxab 17.0xe7++-)
14.b3
(14.2fd1 Wab=; 14.f4 {\c5 15.20d4 Hxd4 16.£2xd4 ¥h6 17.2e3 Wha=)
14..Wa5 15.5\d4 Hxd4 16.8xd4 &xd4+ 17.Wxd4 ¥c5 18.%xc5 Hxch=
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12..¥ab!
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Black threatens a discovery attack on the c4-pawn with either ...2c6-b4(b8), when White's usual b2-b3 isimpossible

because of the hanging c3 knight.

12...a6 Thisfollowed by 13...b5 almost works but not quite. The opposite colored bishop endgame which resultsis

7
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highly unpleasant for Black, even if objectively drawn. 13.Ecl
(13.Wd2 D ab 14.b3 b5 15.cxb5 axb5 16.2xb5 Wc7 17.2d4 £xb3!F)
13...b5 14.cxb5 axb5 15.2xb5 N g4 16.f5!
(16.2xc6 Dxe3 17.4xe3 Wh6 18.Wd2 Hxcb)

16...5)xe3 17.5xe3 Who 18.fxe6 Wxe3+ 19.2h1 fxeb 20.2xf8+ bxf8 21.5Had Ha7 22.8xc8+ Hxc8 23.Wf3+ Wixf3
24.gxf3 It won't surprise me if Black can find a plan to force adraw in this endgame, but fortunately we don’t need to

inlight of 12...Wab! 24...2d4
(24...d5!?0)

25.2d7 Hb6 26.5xb6 £xb6 27.£xe6 £d4 28.b4+

13.Ecl!

The most logical choice: White takes his rook off the h8-al diagonal on which it was vulnerable after b2-b4, and by X-

ray defends both the c3-knight and c4-pawn.

13.a3 Ab8!
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14.5d5
(14.b4 ¥ d8F White's c4-pawn falls.)
14..%d8 15.£d3
(15.f5 £d7 16.&xa7 ©xd5 17.%xd5 £c6 18.Wd3 £xb2 19.2abl £e5=)
15...5bd7 16.5)d4 &g4=;
13.g4 H\b4l
(13...2b8!?)
14.2xb4 ¥xb4 15.a3 Wab 16..d5 Hxd5 17.exd5 &d7=

13..¥a6!

13..2b4? 14.xb4 ¥ixb4 15.b3%;

13..2b8? 14.5)d5 Wd8 15.0xf6+ £xf6 16.2)d4+ Note that were White' s rook not on ¢l the c4-pawn would be
hanging.

14.b3
14.5 a3 Hxed! 15.0xed £2xb2 16.0b5 £xcl 17.%xcl ¥Wxa2 18.9bc3 Wab

14..9g4 15.8xg4 &xg4
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16.%d2!
16.Wxg4 &xc3 17.a4 White is searching for harmony, and Black must act fast to prevent White from finding it.
17..5ab!
(17...%ab 18.8cdl £97 19.We2+)
18.2b1
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18...5xb3! 19.8xb3 Wxc4 20.8fbl Wxed 21.We2 Hca 22.9 a3 Exad 23.8xc3 Exa3 24.8bcl Exc3 25.8xc3 ab=

16...£d7 17.f5 ¥a5 18.2d4 Efe8! 19.8cd1 a6 20.a4 De5

20...2€5 21.5)d5 Wixd2 22.8xd2 £xd4 23.2xd4 Hxd4 24.8xd4 £c6 25.4b6 Ecd8 26.2fd1



(26.b4 €5 27.fxe6 Exe6=)
26...85 27.C5%

21.h3 &c6t

Thisis one of the few times in the book where I’ |l give White a slight advantage in a main recommendation. The reader
should be suspicious of authors who claim pure equality in al linesin anything other than the most topical lines of the
Ruy Lopez or perhaps the Najdorf Sicilian. Thisis the sort of += we have to live with as Accelerated Dragon players.
White played very well to get here; he had to navigate his way around many landmines. After al that, we can seek
consolation in the fact that objectively speaking, there are only three resultsin chess, and *+=" isjust short-hand for ‘=
after accurate play’. The onusis on White to improve his position; Black can shift his pieces around until White makes
aconcession. For example, if White goes for g4-g5, then Black may relocate his knight to c5 viad7, and place his
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bishop on €5, perhaps combined with ...%a5-b4.
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l.e4c52.5f3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.)xd4 £975.c4 96 6.2e3 Hf6 7.0c3 0-0 8.2e2 d6 9.0-0 £d7 10.¥d2 Hxd4 11.£xd4
2c6
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Here White's main alternative to 12.f3is 12.£d3.
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12.4d3

A move first played by GM (and now professor of economics at Harvard) Ken Rogoff against Bent Larsen in 1976. By
abstaining from f2-f3, White intends to meet ...Af6-d7 with the exchange of dark squared bishops, followed by the rook
lift Eal(f1)-el—e3-h3, threatening ¥d2-h6.

12.2fd1 €5 13.2e3 Hxed 14.9xed £xed 15.¥xd6 Wha=;

12.We3 e5 13.2xa7 Hxed!N 14.9xe4 &xe4 15.8fd1 £c6! 16.£c5 dxcb 17.8xd8 Efxd8= I’ d rather be Black: ...e5-e4
and ...2g7-d4 are to follow.

12...a5

By far Black’s most popular choice.

12...a6!? Thiswas Larsen’s choice against Rogoff. It appears to be perfectly sound and deserves further research.
13.8fel

(13.b4 b5 14.cxb5 axb5 15.We2 Wd7 16.a4 bxad 17.b5 £b7 18.5xad Wgd 19.f3 Hg5=)
13...2b8 14.a4 a5 15.5)d5 Hd7 16.8xg7 xg7 17.8e3 5 18.2h3 h5 19.6¢3 )¢5 20.£c2 We7 21.8d1 Ebd8= 1/2-1/2
(40) Rogoff,K (2480)-Larsen,B (2625) Biel 1976.

13.Bael
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White is anticipating Black’s ...2)f6-d7, and preemptively initiating his thematic rook lift. Black, however, need not

comply.
13.b3 Dd7 14.2xg7 xg7
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15.8fel Once played by a 14-year old Magnus Carlsen!

(15.8ael /)¢5 16.2e3 5! 17.2h3 h5 18.f4 exf4 19.Wixf4 (19.8xf4 a4l 2) 19...We7=)
15...%h6! Black threatens ...¥Wh6-d4/...2d7-c5. If Black manages to exchange queens he will have the ‘ better half’ of an

a) 15...2e8 16.2e3 Wh6 17.2h3 g8 18.#h6 £H)f6 19.2e2 h8 20.g4-;

egual endgame.

b) 15...5)c5 16.£c2 (16.2f1 €6 17.82e3 ¥f6 18.2ael €5 19.4)b5 £fd8 20.4)c7 Ea7 21.a3 b6 22.5d5 £xd5 23.exd5 a4

24.b4 Hb3 25.¥d1 Wg5T 1/2-1/2 (25) Shabalov, A (2520)-Panjwani,R (2422) Dearborn 2013)'16.:.b6 17.83%;



16.2f1 Thiswas 14-year old (but still nearly 2600—rated) Carlsen’s choice.

a) 16.2c2 Wc5 17.d5 (17.2e3 a4 18.2h3 )6 19.Wh6+ g8 20.2d1 axb3 21.axh3 Eab=) 17...e6 18.¥c3+ €5
19.82ad1 Efd8 20.2d3 Hf8! 21.Wd2 Heb=;

b) 16.2d5 £xd5 17.exd5 Wd4 18.8ad1l Peb5 19.2c2 Wxd2 20.8xd2 g5! 21.2d4 Eab8 22.a4 £h8! 23.f4 gxf4 24.8xf4
2bg8 25.2f5 b6 26.5hf2 &f8=;

16...a4!
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a) 16...Wc5 17.8ad1 &fd8 18.52€3 €6 19.Wxd6 (19.2d3 Hf6=) 19...¥xd6 20.8xd6 Hc5 21.8xd8 Exd8 22.f3<;

b) 16...5€5 17.5d5 £xd5 18.exd5 e6 19.2ad1 exd5 20.Wxd5+ 1/2-1/2 (65) Carlsen,M (2581)-Lie, K (2474) Drammen
2004,

17.Wb2 He5 18..d5 £xd5 19.exd5 axb3 20.axb3 16 21.%¢3 g5= In such positions Queens and Knights tend to
cooperate better than Queens and Bishops,;

13.2fel a4 14.9d5 Hd7 15.8xg7 bxg7 16.2e3 €5 17.2h3 h5 18.He3 £h8 19.8g3 &5 20.2d1 h4 21.2h3 &xed+ 0-1
(47) Kramnik-Grischuk, WCh Candidates KAZ 2011.

13...a4!
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Here all the games in the database continue with 14.2d5 in order to prevent Black’s ...¥d8-a5.
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13..5\d7? 14.8xg7 shxg7 15.2e3 Wh6 16.%h3
(16.5d5 £xd5 17.exd5 Efe8 18.Wc3+ thg8 19.Hfels)
16...15 17.8xh5 gxh5 18.#g5+ hh8 19.Wxh5+ shg7 20.Mg5+ shh8 21.65-

14.9d5

14.f4 a5 15.e5 9 g4 16.h3 dxe5 17.fxeb Hxe5—+

14..5d7

Now that White has ‘wasted” a move with £ ¢3-d5, Black isin time to counter White's attack after the exchange of

dark-squared bishops.
14...e6 15.5\b4!

(15.£b6 Wd7 16.2b4 (16.2xf6+ £xf6 17.8d1 d5 18.2b1 d4 19.%f4 £g7 20.e5 £xg2! 21.8xd4 Wc6 22.2d6 Wif3
23.Wixf3 &xf3 24.8el Bfc82 1/2-1/2 (85) Tomazini,Z (2411)-Krumpacnik,D (2290) Ptuj SLO 2015) 16...%e7 17.2d4
Wc7 18.f4 97 19.8xg7 xg7 20.¢h1 (20.f5 Whe+ 21.62h1 Wd4=) 20...%h6 21.Wc3+ g8 22.f5 He5 23.f6 W5

24.%1d2 hh8 25.%h6 Bg8 26.2f47? g5—+)
15...£d7 16.2d1 We7 17.2fel 2fc8 18.£f1 €5 19.2b6 £66




Z f// T 7
2 K 5&\17

aaaaaaaaaaaaa

M/
%%’é 7

7 7
}@ﬁ//%}%///ﬂ
3
AR W AN
7 2 sisy, A 7L
B -1

f g h

SO N w Ao N e
>
\\ |
%

20.b3

(020.2d5 Hxd5 21.cxd5 £d7 22.5c1 5 23.f3 fxed 24.fxed Wha 25.%h4 2h6 26.8xc8+ Exc8 27.2f2 We7 28.Wxb7+)
20...axb3 21.axb3 Nd7 22.2e3 Hc5 23.%xd6 Wxd6 24.8xd6 Hxb3= 1/2—-1/2 (36) Wojtaszek,R (2727)-Mamedov,R
(2650) Huai’ an 2016.
15.£xg7 xg7 16.8e3

16.Wc3+ e5 17.5e3 Hc5 18.f3 Was 19.Wxab Exab 20.2d1 Hab 21.£b1 Bb6 22.2f2 Bd8 23.2dd2 ©f8 24.2fe2 the7
25.¢0f1 Ba8 26.5bel 16 27.¢0d1 Heb 28.¢hcl Hd4F 0-1 (64) Moreno Ibanez,M (2210)-Moreno Ruiz,J (2470) La Roda
2015.

16...e5!



RN . TR

aaaaa

a b cde f gh

Not only does this move take firm grip over the d4-square, Black also uncovers his Queen’s defense of the important
g5-square which in many variations prevents ¥ d2-g5.

......
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N

17.8h3 h5 18.9e3

18.f4 &xd5 19.exd5 Wab 20.Wxab Exab 21.f5 Nf6 22.fxg6 e4 23.2e2 fxgb=;
18.g4? £xd5 19.exd5 Hf6 20.gxh5 Hxh5 21.8xh5 gxhs 22.2h1 W6 23.f4 e4! 24.% g2+ bh6 25.%xed Eh8T

18...¢c5

18...2h8!? 19.0d1 £c5 20.8)¢c3 & eb 21.8d1 Wb 22.£f1 Had8 23.82d3 Hd4= 1/2-1/2 (32) Espinosa Aranda, A (2399)-
Vazquez Igarza,R (2597) Madrid 2015.

19.Bxh5?!
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19...2xd3! 20.)f5+ &f6! 21.Wxd3 gxf5 22.8xf5+ er+

0-1 (28) Jerez Perez, A (2405)-Herraiz Hidalgo, H (2442) Barcelona 2015.
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l.e4c52.5f3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.)xd4 £975.c4 96 6.2e3 Hf6 7.0c3 0-0 8.2e2 d6 9.0-0 £d7 10.¥d2 Hxd4 11.£xd4
fc6 1213
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12..5d7

12...a5 It is hard to say which move order — 12...a5 or 12...d7 is more accurate. In practice neither is because they
will quickly transpose. 13.b3 »d7 14.2e3 &\c5 transposes to 12...0d7.

13.8f21?
Thisisonly played about 6% of the time, 13.£e3 being by far the most popular (80%), and 13.£xg7 second most (13%).
However, this move has at least two clear advantages over 13.2€3:
1) Aswe will see, it is helpful for the bishop to be less vulnerable on f2 than it ison €3 in the ...%b6 lines.
2) Inthe ...e6/...2€5 lines, acommon idea for Black isto play ...%d8-h4, which is now impossible.
13.b4 &xd4+ 14.Wxd4 ¥Wh6 15.%xb6 Hxb6=;

13.2xg7 sbxg7 14.$2h1 Thiswas GM Oliver Barbosa' s choice against me in 2016. | managed to win the game, but both
our play could have been significantly improved upon. 14...a5 15.f4 a4 16.2d5
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(16...%ab!? This was my choice against Barbosa. 17.%e3 (17.b4!? axb3 18.¥h2+ £)f6 19.axb3 ¥d8 20.2xa8 ¥xa8

17.%xab Exab 18.5xe7 £xed¥) 17...Wc5 18.Wc3+ €57 (18..40f6! 19.9xf6 exf6 20.2f3 b5=) 19.Eadl Eae8 20.f5
(20.£94 Db6 21.5)xb6 Wxb6 22.8xd6 W5 23.Bfd1 £xed=; 20.fxe5! Hxeb 21.b4 axb3 22.axb3+) 20...8xd5 21.8xd5

Wc7 22.Wd2 Hf6 23.8xd6

16...2xd5

0O M~ W W < O oy v

Barbosa-Panjwani, NY Int 2016 0-1)

I

a b C d e f g h
23..2d8! (23...5xe4 24.f6+ hh8 25.¥h6 2g8 26.2d3 g5 27.Wxh7+ dxh7 28.2h3+ g6 29.2h5+ oh7 30.8xf74)

24.¢5 8xd6 (24...xe4 25.f6+ hh8 26.W7h6 298 27.5f3 g5 28.Wixh7+ exh7 29.8h3+ g6 30.8h5+ f5 31.18f3#)

25.cxd6 Wc6 26.fxg6 hxgb 27.£f3 Ed8 28.2d1 Hxed 29.Wa5 Wic5!

17.exd5 Wab 18.Wd4+ g8 19.8f3 W5 20.%d3
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20...f5! 21.8e3 &)f6 22.2f3 HfeB 23.52ael b5! 24.cxb5 Eab8=

13...a5 14.b3 H\c5 15.8abl e6

15...Wb6 16.a3 ¥d8 This has been played a few times by Tiviakov and Larsen. Black is sitting back and waiting for
Whiteto ‘do something’ like b3-b4 in which case Black at present has adequate counterplay. That being said, if White
calmly continues developing then eventually he will achieve afavorable b3-b4, and by ‘wasting’ time with ...¥d8-b6-

d8 Black’s counterplay has been stalled. (16...2xb3?? 17.¥d1!+— Note that if White's bishop were on €3, thiswould
not be possible.) 17.£d1!?

(17.b4? axb4 18.axb4 Ea32)
17...b6 18.£c2 Wb8 19.2fcl Hc8 20.b4+

16.8fd1

16.5b5 Thisis premature; White should first lure Black’ s bishop to €5 (with 16.2fd1) so that he can later gain atempo
with 3-f4. Now Black can do without ...&2g7-€5 because he isin time to connect his rooks. 16...&2xb5 17.cxb5 We7
18.b6

(18.E2fd1 £fd8 19.b6 d5=)
18...Efc8!
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(18...Efd8 19.Efcl! Preventing Black’sfreeing ...d6-d5.)

19.8fd1 d5! A long forcing variation resultsin equality. 20.exd5 exd5 21.Wxd5 ¥xe2 22.2xc5 £f8! 23.8xf8 Ec2 24.f4
£2d8!! 25.Wf3 Wxf3 26.gxf3 Bxd1+ 27.52xd1 bxf8 28.2d7 Exa2 29.8xb7 2b2 30.2a7 Exb3 31.E8xa5 Exb6=
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16...8€5 17.b5
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Compare this with the analogous line after 13.2e3. There, 17.2b5 isjust a blunder because of 17...%h4!

17...2xb5 18.cxb5 We7!?

18...b6!? This was my choice when | faced this position over the board. Precise move orders are not so important here;
Black will eventually play both ...b6 and ...¥e7, then look for opportunities to break with ...d6-d5. 19.8bcl We7
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20.8c4?
(20.We3 Bad8 21.f4 £g7 22.94 £h6! 23.g5 £g7 24.894 f6!7)

20...d5! 21.exd5 exd5 22.£h4 Wic7 23.Wxd5 £xh2+ 24.¢2h1 Eae8 25.£f1 2eb 26.Wg5 Heb 27.Wf67? Eh5 28.8g4
(28.g4 £6€5 29.gxh5 £xf6 30.2xf6 Wg3 31.£92 Neb6 32.8g4 Wf2—+)

28...265 29.¥c6 Wxc6 30.bxc6 f5 31.8c4 g5—+ 0-1 (37) Findlay,|-Panjwani,R Calgary 2016.

19.%e3 b6 20.f4 £97
20...2f6!? isalso possible.

21.8d2
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We have been following Macigja-Zaninotto, 2016. Here | recommend an improvement which turns out to be afairly
thematic way of handling such positions.

- N g & OO O N @
N
W&

21..8h6!
Since White does not possess a knight to plant on d5, Black is able to go for the ...e6-e5 push, which also unleashes
pressure on the weak e4-pawn.
21...2fd8 22.8bd1
(22.g4!? Thiswould have been a better try for Macigja. 22...e5 23.f5 £f6 24.13%)
22...82ac8 23.a3 £h6! 24.294 Ec7 Zaninotto should have maintained some pressure on the c-file.

(24...808? 25.b4 axba 26.axba Hixed 27.Wxed f5 28.Wf3 (28.Wel fxgd 29.2h4 g5 30.fxg5 £xg5 31.2xg5 ¥xg5
32.Wixe6++) 28...fxg4 29.Wxgd+ Macieja-Zaninotto, Najdorf Memorial 2016)

25.Wf3

(25.b4 axb4 26.axb4 Ha47)

25...65! 26.04 axb4 27.axb4 Had 28.9h3 §1c3 29.8xb6 Hixd1 30.8xd1 exf4 31.8xc7 Wxc7 32.9d5 Eb8 33.262 f3!
34.9xf3 &f4=

22.8bd1 Bad8 23.65
23.8f3 €5 24.93 HfeSe
23...dxe5

23...d5 24.5c2 Ec8
(24...f6 25.2h4 g5 26.exf6 Exf6 27.2xg5 £xg5 28.fxg5 Bf5 29.h4z)
25.8dcl 6 26.2h4 £97 27.a3+

24.¥ixe5 297 25.We3 Bxd2 26.8xd2 Bd8=
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1.e4 c52.93 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2xd4 £g7 5.¢4 Dc6 6.£e3 D6 7.2¢3 0-0 8.2e2 d6 9.0-0 £d7 10.¥d2 Hxd4 11.&xd4

£612.f3 Hd7 13.2e3 a5

Most people automatically play 14.b3 here, but it isn’t technically necessary to do so immediately. If White wants to
expand on the queenside, though, b2-b3 isinevitable, as adirect a2-a3 will invariably be met by ...a5-a4!

14.b3

14.2abl Hc5
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(14...84 15.b4 axb3 16.axb3%)

15.%2h1 GM Fedorowicz played this against me and then offered a draw the next move.

(15.2fd1 £65 16.295 (16.2d4 Heb6=) 16...5€6 17.2h6 Ee8 18.b3 Hc5 19.We3 6 20.2b5 £xb5 21.cxb5 b6 22.f4 297

23.2xg7 &xg7 24.2b2

A N w b OO N o

24...d5! White'sweak dark squares justify the following pawn sacrifice to open files and diagonals. 25.exd5 exdS
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26.%d4+ cbg8 27.Wxd5 We7 28.Wf3 2adsx)
15...a4 16.8fcl 1/2-1/2 Fedorowicz-Panjwani 2015
(16.295 & eb6 17.2e3 Dc5=; 16.0d5 e6 17.0b4 Wer2)
16...2€5 Thisislikely how | would have played on if | had declined Fed’s draw offer.

(16...f5!? 1t s nice to always have this option in a must-win type situation, but in general | think Black should hold off
on ...f7-f5 until he at least connects his rooks, or until White does something to disrupt the harmony in his position

(like )c3-b5).
17.exf5 Exf5 18.5d5

(18.b4 axb3 19.axb3 £a3 20.2d1 Wf8!
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The ‘degenerate’ plan of ...2f5-h5 and ...¥f8-f6-h4 is actually Black’s best here. 21.b5 £a8 22.b4 £ ed! )

18...Wf8x Thisis probably ‘objectively’ += (whatever that means) but the position is such a mess that in a practical
game both sides have equal chances.)

17.b4 axb3 18.axb3 £a3 19.2d1 €6
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20.205

(20.b4? Wha 21.2g1 Wf6 22.bxc5 £xc3 23.We2 d5!%)

20...f6

(20...¥d7!? 21.b4 DNad 22.8xa4 (22.5 €2 b5!2) 22...8.xad 23.b5 Wic7! 24.f4 297 25.f5 £e5 26.%e2 The computer
callsthisequal but | find it alittle awkward to function with my bishop stranded on a4 so | prefer 20...f6 instead.)



21.&h4 g5 22.293 £xg3 23.hxg3 €5
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| like the look of Black’s dark-sgquared Stonewall formation (shift Black’s g,f,e,d-pawns to the right one square). 24.b4
Neb=
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The first stage of Black’s plan is complete. Far and away the most common (nearly 80% of the time) way to continue
for Black iswith the spectacular, if unbelievable ... %bg, ...2fc8, ...h5, ...¥d8, ...th7, and ...#h8 with pressure on the
long diagonal. Thisisthelinel mentioned early in the book, which Mamedov suggested was equal. Playing this plan
on autopilot has its appeal, but because of its extravagance most White players are aware of it nowadays, and will not
be caught off guard. The line | recommend in lieu of thisis, in contrast, quite rare (it is played only about 8% of the
time, but it has been growing in popularity) and in my judgment equally sound, but with far greater-surprisevalue; The



ideaisto fight for the center with ...e7-e6 and ...£g7-€5, ideally followed by ...f7-f5. Black’s bishop is rather safe on €5,
because White can scarcely achieve f3-f4 without losing the e4-pawn. White tends to focus his attention in one (or
more) of three directions: either he will directly target the weakness on d6 that Black creates after ...e7-€6, or he will try
to achieve f3-f4 which indirectly targets d6 by hitting its defender (the bishop to be on €5), or as aways White can
‘ignore’ Black’s central gestures and continue with the usual a3/b4 queenside expansion.

15.8ab1

Thisis by far the most popular move, played nearly 90% of the time. 15.8fcl £e5

(15...e6!? Move order is not important here; ...e6/...2€e5 are interchangeable.)
16.8abl 6 17.Wel Wf6 18.Wd2

(18.g3 £d4 (18...g5!?) 19.¥d2 &xe3+ 20.Wxe3 e5 21.5)d5 Wd8 22.f4 exf4 23.Wixf4 £xd5 24.exd5 f57)
18...%Wh4! 19.g3

B T Ee
%}// nr

v, /A A Y
1 a &

m,'é% 7-. oy »
ORI R, W

A N w b O N

.....

19...82xg3

(19...%e7 GM Maze probably wanted to avoid a draw (with 19...£xg3) so chose to play on thisway. 20.2d1 b6
21.5f2 Bad8 22./0d3 £g7 (22...f5 23.exf5 Exf5 24.8f1 £g7=) 23.8c2 f5 24.exf5 Exf5 25.8f1 Edf8 26.2el h5 27.£h6
€5 28.8xg7 exg7 29.Wc3 He6T 0-1 (68) Makka,l-Maze,S Aix-les-Bains FRA 2011)

20.hxg3 ¥xg3+ 21.¢eh1
(21.51 5 22.&xc5 dxc5 23.We3 fxed 24.5)xed &xed 25.Wxed Bf5! 26.Wxe6+ ©h8 27.We3 2af8—+)

21..f5



77 7 e’
}/% » 0 ) xi;@ 0

;;;;;;
"

%ﬁ@ Oﬁﬁ

2, WSV Y
;@ﬂ@ 7 @
h

AR

A N w A oo N @

N

RS
%\%h N

=

%

-

%

22.8xch!
(22.Wel Wh3+ 23.¢2gl fxed 24.2xc5 exf3—+)

22...dxc5 23.8f 11 Black can give a perpetual whenever he wants, it’s just a matter of how many accurate moves he
wants to make White find before he gives the draw.

(23.Wel? We5T)
23...05 24.Wel] 24.. Wh3+ 25.¢gl 26

(25...94 26.2f2 g3 27.892 f40)
26.2f2 2h6 27.292 Wh1+ 28.5f2 Wha+ 29.%f1 Whi+ 30.¢kf2=;
15.2acl
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The second most popular move. GM Lenderman played this against me in 2013. My game against him will be our main
line in what follows.

15...€6

(15...b6 An interesting recommendation of Khalifman'swhich is a perfectly viable alternative to 15...€6. Black intends
the crafty maneuver ...8a8-a7-d7. | played this against GM Kovalyov in 2013; | was unsuccessful in that game but it
was not due to the opening. 16.2fd1

(16.2d1 Not the last time we will seethisidea. 16...¥b8!?

a) 16...e5? 17.2¢c2 Ha7 (17...9e6 18.8fd1 Hd4 19.2xd4 exd4 20.5e2 Wha 21.9g3 Wh5 22.5\xd4+) 18.2fd1 Ed7
19.a3 b 20.b4 5 21.5)d5 & d4 22.£95+;

b) 16...e6 This deserves further research. 17.a3 a4 18.b4 H\b3 19.£xb3 axb3 20.%b2 d5o (20...2a4 21.8fd1 Wc7
22.20d4 £h6 23.0xad £xcl 24.Wxcl Bxad?? 25.2f60+-);

17.a3
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17...a4! (17...b5 18.b4 axb4 19.axb4 Heb 20.9Hxb5 £xb5 21.cxb5 Ha3 22.2el Wixb5 23.2e2 Wh7 24.¢bh1 25 25.5c2
Bxe3 26.Wxe3 Wxb4t) 18.b4 (18.bxad £xad 19.2xad £xc3 20.Wxc3 Hxad 21.Wd4 )¢5 22.2h6 Heb 23.Wc3 Hel
24.f4 16 25.f5 &)c5 26.fxg6 hxgb 27.2xf6 exf6 28.Wxf6 Za7 29.Wxg6+ h8=) 18...2b3 19.£xb3 axb3 20.b5 £b7
21.Wb2
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21...d5!! 22.exd5 Wd6 23.Wxbh3 Exa3 24.Wh2 Exc3 25.8xc3 £c8=)
16...BEa7
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17.£f1 (17.2b5 Ed7 18.d4 £b7 19.2b1 €5 20.0b5 f52; 17.d5 Bd7 18.£95 6 19.2e3 €6 20.2)c3 f5 21.exf5 Exf5
22.f4 Wih4 23.93 Wh3 24.£f1 Wh5 25.2e2=) 17...2d7 The following is my game against Kovalyov. 18.%c2 €5 (18...e6
19.a3 a4 20.b4 b3 21.b5 £b7 22.5xad+) 19.a3 D eb!
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Thiswould have led to avery interesting game. (19...f52 20.2\d5 fxe4 21.fxe4 Wha 22.93! Wxe4 23.Wxed Hxed
24.202 &xd5 25.8xd5 £ c5 26.2cdl Dxb3 27.8xd6 Exd6 28.8xd6+ 1-0 (43) Kovalyov-Panjwani Michigan 2013)
20.b4 (20.2b5 f5 21.exf5 gxf5 22.2d3 e4 23.fxed f4 24.2f2 £3%) 20...0d4 21.&xd4 (21.Wf2 f500) 21...exd4 22.5)e2

axb4 23.axb4 Wg5 24.52h1 £5%)
16.8fd1
a) 16./\b5!? &e5 17.£95 Wh6

A N w b o N

18.%e3 (18.¢bh1 Efe8 19..xd6?2? 2ed8—+) 18...£xb5! We have come across the resulting structure in the 13.£f2 line.
19.cxb5 Bac8 20.f4 (20.2fd1 &fe8 21.Wf2 Wic7 22.2e3 b6 23.f4 297 24.2f3 We7= Black is ready to continue with
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...d6-d5.) 20...297 21.€5 Efe8 22.exd6 Wxd6 23.2fd1 Wf8!
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Black’sideaisto open up the center with ...e6-e5 and take advantage of White' s weak dark sguares and |oose pieces.
24.82¢4 (24.06 €52; 24.£094 h5 25.£h3 f5! 26.93 €5!2) 24...b6 25.2h4 (25.2c2 ©h8! 26.a3 f5 (26...65=) 27.2h4 €5
28.42 Hed=) 25...2h8! Sidestepping the light diagonal in order to play ...f7-f5 before ...e6-€5. (25...65? 26.2f1!+)
26.8c2 f5! 27.8cd2 €5 28.fxe5 (28.22 exf4 29.Wxf4 £e5 30.¥h4 26 31.Wh3 Eb8=) 28...2xe5 29.Wf4 He4 30.Wg3
a4 31.2d8 Ee8 32.5xe8 WxeB=;

b) 16.£d4 £e5 17.2fd1 We7 18.f4 £xf4 19.Wxf4 5 20.Wg3 exd4 21.8xd4 Hxed 22.5\xed 2xed 23.8xd6?
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(23.Wxd67?? Wg5—+) 23...£f3!!—+ Gorgeous.;
16...265
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White must already take precautions against Black’s immediate threat of ...¥d8-h4.

17.295 Thiswas Lenderman’s choice against me. | played correctly for the next 6 moves, then stumbled — fortunately
he didn’t punish my error.

a) 17.5b5? Wh4 18.93 (18.h3 g3 19.5xd6 b6 20.20b5 f5—+) 18...2xg3 19.hxg3 ¥xg3+
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Remember the ensuing ideas, they come up in various permutations of this type of position. 20.¢bf1 (20.&2h1 &xe4!
21.Wel Wh3+ 22.6g1 g3 23.2b6 H\xe2+ 24.Wxe2 &xf3—+) 20...Hxed! 21.Wd3 (21.fxed f51—+) 21...f51—+ White
can't untangle, so Black can take histime with ideaslike ...g6-g5-g4.;

b) 17.£d4 We7 18.f4 &xf4 19.Wxf4 €5 20.We3 exd4 21.Wxd4 Nxed 22.0xed &xed 23.Wxd6 Wg5 24.W g3 Hxg3
25.hxg3 Efd8=;

¢) 17.93 We7 18.895 (18.5b5 Efd8 19.895 £6 20.2xf6 Wxf6 21.5xd6 €5 22.We3 Hixb3 23.axb3 Exd6=) 18..f6

A N w A oo N @
Y
N
S
“\\“\\&
—
W

\
x\

\
b‘o
@
SR

A N w b o N




19.2€3 Bad8 (19...06? 20.f4 £xc3 21.Wxd6!+) 20.2b5 5
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21.exf5 exf5!'2 | admit it is always hard to decide what to recapture with on f5. It needs to be decided on a case-by-
case basis. Here, Black’s ab-pawn is hanging unless Black opens up the e-file to tie down White's queen to the defense
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of the e3-bishop. (21...gxf5 22.205 £f6 23.216 £f7 24.Wxa5);

d) 17.8c2 Witness how even atop grandmaster can fall victim to Black’s sudden counterplay. 17...%e7 18.b5?

A N w b OO N o

18..Whd4! 19.g3 £xg3 20.nxg3 Wixg3+ 21.8f1 Hixed 22.9d3 5 23.0)04 f4 24.5)xc6 fxe3 25.Wxe3 Bf4 26.9)d4 2hd
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27.%g1 2h1 0-1 Lupulescu-lturrizaga, Baku Olympiad 2016;

17..Wb6 18.%e3

(18.52h1 a4 19.£€7 axb3 20.8xf8 &xf8 21.axb3 Hxb3 22.Wh2 Wh4 23.2c2 297 24.8b1 Za3—+)

18...a4! 19.0b5




(19.b4 Wixb4 20.8€7 a3 21.8xf8 Exf8x; 19.f4 &xc3! 20.8xc3 axb3 21.axb3 Wa7 22.e5 Ned 23.Wxa7 Exar 24.8e3
Axgb 25.fxg5 d5=)

19...axb3 20.axb3 Ha2 21.£f1 Eb2! 22.Eb1 Exbl 23.2xbl
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23...2a8?!

(023...8xb5 24.cxb5 Za8 25.f4 Zal 26.8xal £xal 27.b4 Had7)
24.f4 Bal 25.8xal £xal 26.)xd6?

(26.04! £xb5 (26...5ad4 27.Wxb6 HXb6 28.5)xd6+-) 27.bxc5 dxc5 28.Wb3!+)
26...Wxb3 27.Wxb3 £d4+ 28.%2h1 Hxb3F 1/2-1/2 Lenderman-Panjwani, Arlington 2013;
15.8fd1
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White can only temporarily delay ...e7-e6 with this move, as after 15...2e5 White has no appealing way of preventing it.
15...2€5 16.£95?

(16.£d4 De6=; 16.2abl transposes to the main line 15.2ab1.)
16...%b6 17.¢2h1 {6 18.2€3

(18.£h6 Efb8! 19.£€3 a4 20.2ab1 axb3 21.axb3 ¥h4 22./Hd5 Wxd2 23.8xd2 £xd5 24.cxd5 Za37F)
18...a4 19.2ab1 axb3 20.axb3 ¥b4!
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Typical for thisline. Black sets up a dark-square blockade, to be followed by ...Za8-a3 if unhindered. 21.2d5 ¥xd2
22.8xd2

(22.8xd2 £xd5 23.cxd5 Ea3 24.£.c4 £b8=)
22...8xd5 23.cxd5 Ea3 24.£c4 b5 25.2xh5 Exb3 26.8xb3 £xb3 27.£e3 Eb8 28.2€2 N c5=

15...€6
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16.Efd1

16.8fcl 2e5 17.2f1

(17.9g3 h5 18.b5 h4 19.g4 f522)

17..15

(17..We71? 18.8c2 5 19.exf5 gxf5 20.8el b6 21.5e2 Wha 22.£f4 Had8 23.Eccl Hd7 24.£93 Wif6 25.8cd1 f4 26.22

Wq6 27.6bh1 Bg7 28.5¢c3 Wh52 0-1 Perera, P-Cuenca Jimenez,J Seville ESP 2004)

18.exf5
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It isaperpetual dilemmafor thisline— what to recapture on f5 with? | have yet to come up with ageneral agorithm;



the concrete features of the position usually suggest one over the others, but here there are two viable continuations.

18...8xf5 Black has two bishops and arook pointed at White' s king, and his queen is ready to join the action with
...¥d8-h4.

a) 18...gxf51? 19.5\e2 (19.f4 £xc3 20.Wxc3 Hed 21.¥d4 £i6 22.a3 Eg6e) 19..Wh4 (19...Ef7 20.0)d4 Eg7 21.5)Xc6
bxc6 22.93+ 1/2-1/2 (49) Bauer,C-Schmitt,A Clichy FRA 2004) 20.5f4 Wh6e;

b) 18...exf5? 19./d5+;

19.f4
a) 19.a3?7? Wh4 20.g3 £xg3 21.hxg3 Wxg3+ 22.£92 (22.Wg2 Web—+) 22...8xf3 23.2xc5 dxc5—+ ...2a8-f8 to follow.;

b) 19.5)b5 ¥h4 20.g3 £xg3 21.hxg3 ¥xg3+ 22.802 £xF3 (22...BxF3 23.8xC5 dXC5 24.8f1 BFS 25.8xf5 exf5 26.12
Wgdz) 23.2xd6 £xg2 24.9xf5 exf5 25.2f4 Wgd 26.Wxg2 Wxf4 27.Wd5+ g7 28.Wxc5 W3+ 29.¢kf1 Wh3+ 30.¢bf2
Wh2+ 31.f1 Wh3+ 32.¢bgl=;

19..297
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A point made by GM Rowson in his book Chess for Zebras: a pawn on f4 weakens the king in away which should not
be underestimated. It is such acommon move in so many openings that we take it for granted, but it weakens squares
around White' s king and here Black is ready to shine light on those weaknesses with ...e6-e5. 20.g3

(20.2e2 €5! 21.8f1 exf4 22.8xf4 Bxf4 23.8xf4 Wf6 24.0d5 Wd4+ 25.8e3 Wxd2 26.8xd2 £xd5 27.cxd5 Hed 28.2el
£d4+ 29.¢2h1 Ec87)

20...e5! 21.2h3
(21.fxe5 Wesl 2)
21...exf4 22.&xf4
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think in the game | mentioned in the introduction of this book. However, he was not the first to play it; that honor goes
relocate to ¢2, from where it simultaneously bolsters the critical e4, b3, and a4 squares. White already threatens 17.a3

to the late Bulgarian GM Georgi Tringov who played it in 1986.16.2d1 is a perfectly logical move: the bishop will
since the knight cannot hop into b3 after 17...a4 18.b4. In the last few years, 16.2d1 has been played more times than it
hasin al previous years combined. | think the most common move, 16...£€5, does not equalize for Black, but 16...¥c7

| first came across this move when Cuban GM Abreu seemed to come up with it over the board against me after along



does. It makes sense too — Black targets the c4-square which has been abandoned by the relocation of the e2-bishop. |
thank IM Dave Ross for suggesting this move to me. 16...%c7! This move isagood illustration of the aforementioned
‘reactive’ nature of Black’s play in this line. White relocates his bishop to c2, so Black targets the c4-pawn with his
gueen, and in some lines with his knight by relocating to €5 viad?.

a) 16...f5? 17.exf5 gxf5 (17...8xf5 18.0e2+ 1-0 (43) Tringov, G-Haik,A Vrnjacka Banja 1986) 18.2c2 f4 19.£f2
Wg5 20.50h1 £e5 21.8fel Wg7 22.5e2 b6 23.5d4 £b7 24.a3 2f6 25.b4 Hd7 26.5b5 £h8 27.£g1 axb4 28.axb4 298
29.52e2 d5 30.2bel (030.cxd5 £xd5 31.£b3 £xb3 32.8xb3+) 30...dxc4 31.2d4 Eh6 32.8xe57? £ xeb 33.8xe5 Wxeb
34.5\f5 Hf6?? (34...2xf31—+) 35.50d6 (1135.£04 2d8 36.2x€5 Hxd2 37.4xf6+ g8 38.H)d4=) 35...1d5 36.%c3 &5
37.50xb7 ¥Wxb7 38.%Wxe5 Wqg7 39.g4 fxg3 40.£d4 g2+ 41.¢bgl Exf3 0-1 Abreu Delgado-Panjwani, US Masters 2013;

b) 16...2€5 17.a3! Wic7 (17...f5 18.exf5 W6 19.9e2 exf5 20.g3't) 18.b4 axb4 19.axb4 Had 20.0xad &xad 21.8e2
2fdg 22.f4 £97 23.b5 d5 24.cxd5 W2 25.28fcl Wxd2 26.8xd2 £d4+ 27.¢0f1 exd5 28.e52;

17.2c2

(17.a3 £fd8 18.b4 axb4 19.axb4 Had 20.5)xad (20.8xad &xad 21.b5 Wxcd 22.Efcl Bdc8 23.5)d5 exdS 24.8xcd
dxcd) 20...8xad 21.8e2
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21...d5! 22.exd5 exd5 23.cxd5 Web=)
17...Bfd8
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An important branching point. White's a2-a3 isimminent; other plans do not make sense of White's bishop maneuver.
It isjust aquestion of how White chooses to position himself before playing it. 18.2fd1

a) 18.2fc1 H\d7! White's last move (by X-ray) defended the c4-pawn, so Black calls the knight for reinforcement.
19.a3 &5 20.b5 We7 21.2b6 Ed7 22.f4 (22.¥e2 £h6 23.82d1 d5 24.2d4 dxcd 25.bxcd 2g77) 22...2xb5 23.cxb5

g4 24.2d1 56 25.£f3

A N w b O N

25...2h6! 26.93 €52;

b) 18.a3 a4! 19.5xa4 (19.b4 Hb3 20.£xb3 axb3 21.2xb3 £e8!=) 19...2xa4 20.bxa4 Edc8=;
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c) 18.£95 2dc8 19.2fd1 Ha! 20.83
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20...b5!! 21.cxb5 £e8 22.bxab Exab 23.2d3 &xc3 24.Wf2 Baa8=;

A N w o N o
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18...2e519.a3
(19.93 15 20.exf5 gxf5 21.b5 ¥Wg7)
19...a4!
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A major ideaof 17...Wc7 isto be able to meet a2-a3 with this move, softening the c4-pawn further. 20.b4
a) 20.bxad £dc8 21.2b4 Dab 22.)b5 £xb5 23.8xb5 Wixc4 24.£b3 Wcb=;

b) 20.2xa4 £xad 21.bxad Bdc8 22.f4 £f6 23.Wb4 (23.Wxd6 Dxad 24.Wxc7 Exc7=) 23...Wc6 24.8xc5 Wxc5+
25.Wxch Bxcb 26.2b3 Ec6 27.82d3 £d8=;

20...b3! 1t will be evident from this variation why the queen is so valuable on c7 in thisline. 21.£xb3
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(21.%d3 d52)
21...axb3 22.8xb3 £e8! 23.We2 Hdc8 24.f4 £16 25505 Wixcd 26.1xc4 Hxcd 27.5)xd6 £ad! 28.5)xc4 £xb3 29.8c1

&xc4 30.8xc4 Bxa3 31.5c8+ thg7 32.8c5 £c3=;

16.b5

0O M~ W W < O o v 0 M~ O W <t O o~ v

(18.2h1 Bfe8 19.8bd1 (19.5)xd67? Had8 20.£xd8 Exds—+) 19...d5! 20.We3 (20.£e3 Hed8=) 20...8xb5 21.cxb5 £g7

22.65 9 d7 23.¥1xb6 Hxh6=)

We saw the following ideain my game against Lenderman after 15.2acl. 16...2e5 17.295 ¥h6 18.%e3 White threatens
18...&2xb5! 19.cxb5 Eac8

f3-f4 and d6 will fall, so Black must act quick.

20.€2h1



a) 20.f4 £g7 21.8fd1 &fe8 22.8bcl d5 23.e5 £f8 24.5¢3 (24.2h4 %d7=) 24..0d7 25.%xb6 Hxb6 26.2dcl 2e7
27.2h6 £f8 28.8xc8 Exc8 29.8xc8 Hxc8 30.£xf8 thxf8=;

b) 20.8fd1 &fe8 21.Wf2 Wa7 22.2c4 (22.a3 b6 23.2e3 Wh7 24.2d4 £xd4 25.%xd4 d5!7) 22...b6 23.93 (23.2bcl
Wh8= White has no constructive plan, whereas Black has long term ideas of ...f7-f5 or even ...d6-d5 after ...2c8-c7-
d7/...¥b8-b7.) 23...f5 24.exf5 d5 25.2e2 gxf5 26.We3 Wg7e;

20...Bfe8
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21.%d2 White targets Black’s weak d6-pawn, but does not demonstrate any constructive plan. Black has time to regroup
and prepare for ...d6-d5 or ...f7-f5. The following isjust oneillustration of how Black can successfully regroup.

a) 21.f4 £g7 22.8bcl (22.a3 d5 23.65 Had!F) 22...d5 23.65 £1d7 24.Wxb6 H)xb6 25.2h4 £h6T;
b) 21.5fd1 d5e;
21..Wa7! 22.8fd1 b6 23.8bcl Wh8 24.8c4 27 25.We2 247 26.2d2
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26...f5! 27.a3
(27.exf5 gxf5 28.2e3 d5 29.2xc5 bxch 30.b6 Ede7 31.£b5 £d8 32.8xc5 £xh2 33.2dc2 £93=)
27...84 28.exf5
(28.b4 b3 29.£xb3 axb3F)
28...gxf5 29.bxad d5 30.2a2 £xh2 31.85 £d6 32.axb6 Eg72;
16.£957? &xc3—+

16...8€5
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The database reveals that it was Danish IM Jan Sorensen who introduced the idea of ...e6/...2e5 into tournament




practice. In 1990 and 1991 he scored 1.5/2 against then IMs (now GMs) J. Kristiansen and A. Fishbein. It has since
been championed most notably by Azerbaijani GM Gadir Guseinov, and has aso been implemented by Grandmasters
Iturrizaga, Bauer, Leon Hoyos, Cebalo, Lie, Perelshteyn, and many others.

17.Wel

17.2f2 The fact that this retreat is played so often indicates to me that the bishop should go directly to f2 from d4 earlier
on. 17...We7 18.2bcl 5
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19.exf5 Exf5!

(19...gxf5 20.9\b5 (20.£2d4 £xd4+ 21.Wxd4 Rad8 22.8d2 €5 23.Wf2 £\e6 24.2el hh8 25.£f1 Wg7e 0-1 (39)
Jakovljevic,V-Leon Hoyos,M Cento 2011) 20...Efd8 21.2)d4+)

20.2b5

(20.£d4 £xda+ 21.Wxd4 £d8= Black hasideas of ...e6-e5 and ...2)c5-e6-d4. Black’s weakened d5-squareis less of an
issue than White' s weakened d4-square because Black has a light-squared bishop to guard his weak square.)

20...2xb5 21.cxbb5 Eaf8! 22.Wxab
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22..0ed! 23.Wel
(23.£e37? &xh2+ 24.5bxh2 Wh4+ 25.2g1 Eh5—+)

23...%g5 Black has enormous pressure. The following isjust an illustration of how things could continue. 24.%2h1 d5
25.93 2xf3 26.8xf3 Bxf3 27.2c8+ &g7 28.2d4 &xd4 29.2xd4 Wf6 30.2c7+ bh6 31.2d1 2f2 32.We3+ g5 33.¢2g1 Wf5
34.8xb7 Wh3 35.Wxf2 Hxf2 36.exf2 Wxh2+ 37.f1 d4! 38.2d7 e5—;

17.204
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Black has (at least) two adequate responses to this move. | prefer 17...We7 but the alternative is more direct and
smplifying. 17...%e7

(17...&xd4+ 18.%/xd4 ¥h6! ? Black twists and turnsin order to achieve ...e6-e5 and ...4)c5-e6. 19.a3 €5 20.%e3 Wd8
21.b4 axb4 22.axb4 He6 23.b5 £e8 24.0d5 g7 25.f4 (25.Wh6 Wxbe+ 26.9xb6 2d8 27.2al f6.28.2a7 £)c5 29.5) a4



Hxad 30.2xad 27 31.2a2 (31.c5 Efd7=) 31...¢2f8 32.2ad2 Bfd7=) 25...f6 26.fxe5 fxe5 27.£94 Hc5= 0-1 (41)
Porat,M-Bejtovic,J Prague 2011).

18.8f1

(18.f4 &xf4 19.%xf4 €5 20.W g3 exd4 21.8xd4 Hxed 22.5)xed &xed 23.2el f5 24.8f3 Web=)
18...2ad8 19.We3 &xd4 20.2xd4 €5 21.8d2 f5

(21...5)e6=)
22.exf5 gxf5 23.f4
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23...50e0! 24.fxe5 f4 25.Wel dxeb 26.8xd8 Wch+ 27.Wif2 Exd8+ Bok, B-Lie,K Wijk aan Zee NED 2010;

17.93 A recommendation of Khalifman’sin his (eternally informative) repertoire series for White. 17...%e7 18.2b5
Efd8
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19.)d4

(19.£95 6 20.2€3 g5 21.0d4 £e82 Black hasideas of ...n7-h5, ...g5-g4, ...2e8-g6. White is solid but already on the
defensive.)

19...d5! 20.cxd5 exd5 21.%cl £ eb 22.5xc6 bxco 23.%xc6 d4 24.2f2 Hac8
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25.%a6

(25.%a4 Hg5! 26.f47? H)xed 27.fxe5 H1c3—+)
25..2c2 26.£f1 ¥gs!

(26...Hxa2 27.2al Bxal 28.Exal d3 29.2d1 Wb4 30.2xd3 Bxd3 31.¥xd3 £d4= 1/2-1/2 (46) Nyback-Sorensen 2008)
27847



(27.Wxab?? BExf2—+; 027.2d3 Bxa2 28.8al Eb2 29.2xab Nf42 Computers give away for White to escape with a
draw but it would be terrifying to defend this over the board.)

27...h5 28.n4 Wf6 29.2d3 g5—+;

17.2f1? The Accelerated Dragon is full of landmines. Grandmasters Chuchelov, Erenburg, Zubarev, and Beim have
mi sstepped onto the following. 17...%h4!
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18.h3

(18.g3 Wif6+ The f3-pawn falls.)
18...Wg3 19.2d3 5 20.exf5 Hxd3 21.¥xd3 £xf3—+ Shvayger,Y-Socko,M, Baku 2016;
17.2b5?
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Victims of the following include IM Danny Rensch and GM Peter Heine Nielsen! 17...%h4! 18.g3 £xg3 19.hxg3
Wxg3+ 20.56f1 Hxed! 21.fxed 5T,

17.a3
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Black’s last move accompanied athreat of ...¥d8-h4, which is enough for equality, but it is far more effective if White's
knight has been driven away from c3. 17...%f6!?

(17.. ¥h4!? 18.93 £xg3 19.nxg3 Wxg3+ 20.52f1 Wh3+ 21.chel Wha+ 22,812 Whi+ 23.81 Wxf3 24.We3 Wxe3+
25.8xe3 H)xed 26.9)xed dxed 27.2d3 £6=)

18.2d4

(18.5\b5? ¥Wha! 19.93 £xg3 20.hxg3 ¥ixg3+ 21.52f1 HHxed! 22.fxed f5—+)
18...8xd4+

(18...24 19.£xe5 dxe5 20.b4 Hb3 21.%We3 Hd4 22.b5 £d7x)
19.Wxd4 ¥xd4+ 20.2xd4 Zfd8 21.b4
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(21.2d1 €5 22.2d2 e6=)
21...5! 22.8d2 axbd 23.axb4 b 24.05 &8 25.4d5 4=

17.. We7

R Y e Y
AR WA

aaaaaaa

rurEe @

;;;;;

a b c de f gh

In the database Black plays his Queen to f6 about equally as often, but | tend to prefer my Queen on €7 as ageneral rule
unless there is something concretely favorable about placing it on 6.

17...9f6 18.5)b5
(18.2bcl Bad8 19.£f1 g52)
18...8fd8 19.5\d4 &f4 20,22+
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18.a3

18.0b5 5 19.exf5 exf5! 20.Wd27?
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(20.£04 £)e6=)
20...2e4!! 21 Wel
(21.fxed Wrha—+)
21...8xb5 22.fxed £06 23.exf5 &xh2+ 24.2xh2 Wxe3T

18...f519.exf5
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It isusually achallenge to decide how to recapture on f5 but here Black has an embarrassment of, riches — not only are
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all three recaptures playable, Black can even opt for none of the above with 19...Wf6!?2.

19...Bxf5
19...exf5 20.Wd2 Efe8 21.5)d5 Wf7 22.£f2 &xd5 23.Wxd5 &xh2+ 24.¢exh2 Exe2 25.£93 Wxd5 26.2xd5 2d8 27.£xd6
D eb;
19...gxf5 | would recommend this the least of the four options. 20.b4
(20.2.04 Wg7 21.Wf2 @xd4 22.Wxd4 Efd8 23.Wxg7+ sbxg7 24.b4 Had 25.5)xad £xad=)
20...axb4 21.axb4 Wg7 22.9\b5 £xb5
(22..f4 23.£f2 Dad 24.5)d4 £d7 25.£f1 ©h8 26.55h1 Bg8 27.8bcls)
23.bxc5 a4 24.8xd6! £xd6 25.cxd6oo;
19...W%f6!? 20.22b5 Wxf5 21.4xd6
(021.h3 £xb5 22.cxb5 Eac8w)
21...8xh2+ 22.¢hxh2 We5+ 23.6bg1 Wxe3+ 24.Wf2 Wg5=

20.£d4
20.9b5 &xb5 21.cxb5 d52
20...8xd4+ 21.8Bxd4 e5 22.8dd1

Black can continue ‘normally’ with 22...%e6, especialy if he wants to keep tension and play for awin, but the simplest
path to equality isto liquidate things with 22...e4! 22.5)d5 Wg7 23.2dd1 e4 24.fxe4 Hxed 25.£f3 &xd5 26.8xed &xes

27 .Wixed Beb 28.Wd3 We7=

22...e4!
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23.fxed



23.2d3 Bxf3! 24.gxf3 Wg5+ 25.%Wg3 We3+ 26.Wf2 Wg5+=

23...0xe4 24.2d3 Be5 25.8xed &xed 26.2xed Exed=



1.e4 c5 2.3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.¥xd4 »f6

CHAPTER 6
4.¥xd4 VARIATION
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The Hyper Accelerated Dragon move order (2...g6) avoids the £b5 Sicilian at the cost of allowing 4.%xd4 here. In my
opinion, the tradeoff is very much worth it: the £b5 Sicilian isareal buzzkill for the dynamic and ambitious Black
player, whereas the 4.¥xd4 line is for the most part rich in dynamical possibilities and offers Black real chances to play
for awin.
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4.6 5.9c3

We cover White's main move, 5.€5, in the next subchapter. This line has some venom, and in my judgment Black does
not equalize in the most popular way of dealing withit.

5.2b5 | have faced this move several timesin online blitz but never over the board. It’ s basically just a cheapo attempt:
if Black plays5...297 then 6.€5! is strong for White. However, this unrespectable move actually has, according to
Donaldson and Silman, a highly respectable originator — David Bronstein. 5...a6 (5...2g7? 6.e5+) 6.e5 Thiscan be a
little scary the first time you seeit, but it’sjust a bluff by White. It works well against an unprepared opponent in 1—
minute chess though!

a) 6.2a4 b5 7.2b3 &6 8.%d3 £g7 9.4¢3 0-0 10.0-0 d6



I

W |\ W
M-l
é%///%ﬂ@
/ IA/ //, ,,///,
e

. /mw

i
et /M@
Maw Gl
ié%/ﬁ/ A\
\ /M/,
e
.I/ W\ ,,,,,,
W |

abcdefgh

abcdefgh

O M~ W W < M oy 0 M~ W W < MO oy T

b) 6.%a4? Nxed! (6...06 7.e5 £b70 Arribas Lopez-Leon Hoyos, New Orleans 2016) 7.%xed (7.&xd7+ £xd7 8.Wxed

A CBT) 7...axb5 8.We5 16 9.Wxb5 Wab+ 10.Wxab ExabT;

6...axb5 7.exf6 &)c6 8.fxe7
(8.¥7d3 b4! 9.0-0 e67; 8.%h4 exf6 9.0-0 d5 10.2el+ £e6 11.50¢3 b4 12.9b5 £07 13.£h6 0-0 14.2xg7 @Xg? 15.9bd4

Wd6T)

We have here just anormal Dragon structure for Black where White' s pieces are misplaced. 11.£2g5 h6 12.£€3
8...Wxe7+ 9.We3

(12.8xf6 £xf6 13.65 £f5F; 12.2h4 g5 13.293 Hh5T; 12.8d2 Hid72) 12.. 094 13.4f4 &b7=;

Donaldson and Silman give preference to White here but it is Black who is better. 9...%xe3+ 10.£xe3 £g7 11.c3 b4!



5...8\c6 6.%a4 d6 7.e5 dxe5 8.0xe5 £d7
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9.xd7

Here 9...%xd7 is the most popular move by a6:1 margin but it looks to me that Black struggles to equalize there. Giving
up the two bishopsis aready a concession Black hasto live with in thisline; he should rush to finish his development
with 9...2xd7 rather than spend several tempos on queen moves as he must after 9...%xd7.

9.%xc6 Donaldson and Silman give this as += however... 9...¥b6!N A nice little novelty which renders 9.2xc6
harmless. We wait to see where White puts his f1-bishop before we decide how to take back on c6.

(9...£xc6 10.2b5+ Black is slow getting developed and castled.)
10.%h3

(10.£b5 bxc6! 11.&c4 £g7 12.0-0 0-0 13.£b3 ¢5 14.Wc4 Hac8)
10...8xc6 11.Wxb6 axb6 12.f3 £g7 13.2e2 0-0 14.2€3 Hd7
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The &d7/£c6/b7 are acommon trio in the Accelerated Dragon — all three pieces are mutually defended and they exert
control over important central squares. 15.52f2 £xc3! 16.bxc3 Za32
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9..xd7!

9..Wxd7 10.2e3 £g7 11.8d1 Wg4

(11...%c8 12.2€2 0-0 13.0-0 a6 14.Wf4 Wf5 (n14...e6 15.2f3 £d8 16.g3%) 15.%xf5 gxf5 16.9a4 €6 17.c4 £fd8
18.2b6 8xd1 19.8xd1+ 1-0 (67) Rausis,| (2600)-Turner,M (2493) Fagernes NOR 2015)

12.Wh3!

(12.804 Wf5! (12..1c8 13.£b5 a6 14.8xc6+ Wixc6 15.Wxc6+ bxcs 16.5262 0-0 17.8hd1 e6 18.8c4 Hid5 19.£d4 BfcS
20.8xg7 xg7 21.2c5 Hab8 22.b3+ 1-0 (43) Erdos,V (2651)-Gledura,B (2395) Zalakaros HUN 2014) 13.£d3 We5
14.2b4 W7 15.205 0-0 16.8c4 Bfc8 17.0-0 €6 18.2f4 Wb6 19.£e3 Wc7= 0-1 (36) Wei Yi (2706)-Bu Xiangzhi
(2681) China CHN 2015)

12...0-0 13.h3 ¥b4 14.2e2 Wixh3 15.cxb3 Efd8 16.2f3 a6 17.%2e2 Exd1 18.2xd1 Hd8 19.2xd8+ £xd8 20.b4=
10.8b5

10.2d2
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This new move (with the idea of castling queenside) was tried by GM Popilski in 2016. It has some bite, so Black
should be accurate here. 10...£97

(10...b6!? 11.We4 £g7 12.0-0-0 0-0 13.h4 ¥d4=)
11.0-0-0 0-0
a) 11...%c8 12.h4 h5 13.8g1!? (13.#f417-) 13...50b6 14.We4 0-0 15.g4 hxgd 16.h5-
b) 11...5b6! ?tr. 10...2b6;
12.h4!
(12.£b5 £\b6 13.%e4 Wc7= Popilski-Perelshteyn, Dallas 2016)
12...)b6!
(12...h5? 13.g4+)
13.Wed Wd4 14.8e3
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(14.. ¥xed 15.5)xed Bfd8 16.8xd8+ Bxd8 17.8xb6 axb6 18.c3<)

15.%xb4 % xb4 16.n5

(16.83 &xc3 17.bxc3 D4d5=)

16...Efd8=

10...2g7!

A temporary pawn sacrifice.

11.0-0
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11.8xc6 bxc6 12.0-0

(12.¥xc6 Ec8 13.Wf3 &xc3+! 14.bxc3 Wa5 15.0-0 0-0 16.2el Efe8 17.2d2 Heb= White will not be able to hold on to
his extra pawn.)

12...0-0 13.¥xc6 &c8 14.Wa4
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a b c de f gh
14...8xc3! 15.bxc3 Wc7 16.2€3 Hb6

(16...5)¢5 17.Wh4 He6=)
17.Wab Wixc3 18.£xb6 axb6 19.Wxb6 Wxc2=

11...0-0 12.&xc6

12.82d1 Wc8 13.2d5
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13..2b6! 14.5xb6 axb6 15.%c4 2d8 16.8xd8+ Wxd8 17.c3 Ha7 18.£e3 Ec8 19.Wh3 Axb5 20.%xh5 Hc6= Black's
pawns are doubled but White cannot make use of his queenside majority without allowing Black to undouble them.
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12...2\b6
12...bxc6!? Thiswill transpose to 11.£xc6.
13.¥h4 bxc6 14.2h6 e6=

1/2-1/2 (44) Gorovets,A (2551)-Panjwani,R (2393) New Y ork 2016.
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1.e4 c5 2.3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.¥xd4 »f6 5.e5

If White is going to seek an advantage in thisline, thisis his best hope.
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5...8c6
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a b
6.%a4
6.%c3 Ned!
(6..5d5!?)
7.%e3 d5 8.exd6 Dxd6T,;

6.Wh4? Hxeb! 7.0xe5 Wab+ 8.4 c3 Wxeh+7;
6.We3? Nga 7.%We4 d5!




E S¥ed E
a4 1
. A%

U vy

> /@/
fﬁ?ﬁ/// %ﬁﬁ?

...............

\

A N w o N o

aaaaaaaaaaaa

a b C d e f g h
(7...2gxe5 8.4)xe5 Wab+ 9.6)c3 Wxe5 10.%xe5 Hxe5 11.4b5 d8 12.2e35)
8.exd6 £f5 9.We2 Wxd6 10.h3 Nge5 11.xe5 Hxe5+

6..20d5 7.%ed

7.Wb3 &HcT!
(7..2b6 8.a4 a57? 9.2e3+-)
8.4)c3
(8.8¢4 He6=)
8...d5 9.exd6 Wxd6 10.2c4 £e6 11.&2xe6 Wxeb+ 12.2e3 Wxb3 13.axb3 £g7=

7..2b6!
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Black’s knight is less vulnerable on b6 than it ison b4 in the 7...2 db4 line, and it is also better placed on b6 than ¢7
because it deters White's £f1-c4. What | like most about this line for Black isthat White has to be extremely accurate
to not immediately be worse — there are alot of waysto go astray.

7..2db4? Thisisthe most popular move, even though Sutovsky basically refuted the system ten years ago. 8.2b5 a5
9.)c3
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9..&97
(9...d5 10.exd6 £f5 11.We5 Hxc2+ 12.¢e2 0-0-0 13.¥xh8 Hxal
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This used to be thought of as better for Black (for example Donaldson and Silman say “Black has a distinct
advantage”) but the optics are misleading: White has a clear advantage. 14.W/xh7 £ c2 15.2d1+)

10.0-0 0-0 11.a3 d5 12.exd6 £f5

A N w b O N

13.axb4! ¥xal 14.%h4 exd6 15.2)d5 f6 16.2xc6 bxcb 17.4)e7+ 2h8 18.2)xf5 gxf5 19.4d4+ 1-0 Sutovsky,E (2637)-
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Guseinov,G (2586) Dresden GER 2007.

8..c3

8.2b57 a6 9.2xc6 dxc6 10.0-0 297 11.Wh4 h6 12.5)c3 &f57;
8.2f4? d5 9.exd6 £f5 10.We2 Hd5! 11.£93

(11.865 6 12.893 €57)




11..db4 12.5\a3 g7+

8..897
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9.4f4
9.£g5? d5! 10.exd6 £xc3+ 11.bxc3 ¥xd6 12.£b5 6 13.£f4 €57
9..d5!

Aswe have seen, thisisthe central motive for Black in this variation. 9...0-0 10.0-0-0 d5 11.exd6 £f5? (011...&xc3
12.bxc3 £f500) 12.dxe7+

10.exd6 £f5
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White might be well advised to already seek to liquidate the position into an equal endgame after 11.dxe7. Otherwise,
with Black’s pieces so active and White' s king still in the center, things could become dire pretty fast on the dlightest

misstep by White.

11.%e3

11.dxe7 (This used to be the most popular move but in the last few years it has been eclipsed by 11.W%e3 and 11.We2.)
11...82xc3+!
(11...%d7 12.We2 (12.%e3 N\b4 13.8c1 Hxc2+ 14.8xc2 £xc2 15.805 &xc3+ 16.Wxc3 Wxb5 17.%xh8+ bxe7=)
12...0b4 13.8c1 Wixe7 14.2d6! Wxe2+ 15.8xe2 Hxc2+ 16.52f1 Hd4 17.Hxd4 £xd4 18.g4 £d7 19.¢kg2+)

12.bxc3 &xe4 13.exd8=%+ 2xd8
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14.2h6!
(14.£95 Hd5 15.2h6 2h5 16.£97 298 17.2d4 &xf3 18.gxf3 Hixd4 19.cxd4 &e7= White's extra pawn is fleeting.)

14...<ke?! In order to play ...f7-f6 without blundering a pawn to £h6-g7. Black has time to do this because White is so
under-devel oped.

(14..6 15.£g7+)
15.8b5 6 16.0-0 b7
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17.82€3

(17.Efel £xc2 (17...8xf3!? 18.gxf3 g5 19.f4 Ehg8 20.fxg5 fxg5 21.f4 2d6 22.2xg5 h6 23.h4 hxgs 24.fxg5=) 18.a4
£d3=)

17..5d5 18.2c4 £xf3 19.gxf3 HHe5 20.8b3 g7 21.8xd5 Exd5 22.2fd1 £hd8 23.2xd5 Exd5 24.f4 Hcb=;
11.We2 0-0 12.0-0-0
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There are a couple of novelties that Black can try here, but | think the best practical chances come from what has
already been played — 12...exd6, because White has to find several ‘only moves’ in order to survive. 12...exd6 Here,
innocent moves like 13.h4 (played by GM Pavlidisin 2015) or 13.2xd6 leave White simply worse.

a) 12...2xc3!2N 13.bxc3 (13.dxe7 Wxe7 14.%xe7 &xb2+ 15.¢exb2 Hxe7 16.2)d4 £d7 17.£d6 2fe87) 13...e6! 14.Wb5!
A d5 15.2xd5! exds 16.Wxd5 £e6 17.%c5 (17.%g5 f6 18.%c5 Wh6 19.#xb6 axb6¥) 17...#b6 18.%xb6 axb6 19.%d2
Had 20.203 £xa2 21.£b5 (21.£d3 Bd8F) 21...2ab 22.c4 Da7 23.8el Hxb5 24.cxb5 Exb5 25.8e7 £e6 26.)d4 Ed5

27.c3 &c87;

b) 12...2e8N 13.dxe7 (13.9b5 exd6 14.2xd6 Wc7! 15.293 We7e2) 13...Wc8 14.Wh5 £xc3 15.bxc3

A N w b o N

15...%eb! 16.2el Wxa2 17.%b3 Wal+ 18.¢2d2 Wab 19.5g5 Wd5+ 20.Wxd5 Hxd5 21.2d6 Z\cxe7 22.£xe7 Exe?

23.8xe7 Hxer=;
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13.8xd6

a) 13.n4? 2687 (013...8xc3! 14.bxc3 Wi6 15.We3 Bfe8 16.8xd6 Exe3 17.8x(6 Exc3F) 14.¥d2 d5 15.£d3? d4?
(015..5b4! 16.8xf5 £xc3 17.bxc3 Hixa2+ 18.5b1 Hica—+) 16.5b5 Wd5 17.037? (17.82b1eo) 17...8xd3 18.5¢7 Wes
19.5)xe8 Bxe8 20.¥xd3 Hb4 0-1 (20) Pavlidis, A (2522)-Zvjaginsev, V (2660) Berlin GER 2015;

b) 13.£xd6? £xc3! 14.bxc3 (14.£xf8 Wixf8 15.bxc3 Wa3+—+) 14...2e8 15.Wh5 2e4 16.293 W6+,
13...Wc8
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White only has one move here — he needs to prevent ...%\c6-b4 (a5). 14.W¥b51 14...2e8

(14..£04 15.2d3 £xf3 16.9xF3 Hd4 17.Wb4 £He6?! 18.293 Be8 19.8d1 2d8 20.5e4+ Esserman,M (2295)-
Perelshteyn, E (2555) Philadel phia USA 2008).

15.h4
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(015.£d3 £xc3 16.bxc3 £xd3 17.2xd3 We6 18.50b1 Hcae)
15...8xc3!

(15..h57! 16.847? (016.£d3%) 16...8xc3 17.bxc3 Bed—+ 1/2 (30) —1/2 (30) Saric,| (2666)-Hou Yifan (2673) Wijk aan
Zee NED 2015)

16.bxc3 Eed 17.2e3 Wic7 18.82d2 We7 19.£c5 W6 20.2d4 H\xd4 21.8xd4 Exd4 22.5xd4 2d7+
11...0-012.0-0-0

12.dxe7 Hxe7 13.295 Hed5!F

12...exd6 13.Exd6

13.2h6 EeB 14.Wd2 £h8 15.%xd6 Wxd6 16.Exd6 Hbd 17.2d2 Eec82;
13.8xd6 EeB8 14.293 A d7 (14...Wf6!7?) 15.¥d2 Wab 16.a3 Zac8 17.2d3 Le6+

13..¥c8
s | W @g%
ar 181
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14.2h6

This option was not available to White in the analogous position after 11.%e2.
14.Wc5 This move is analogous to 14.Wb5 in the 11.We2 line: White needs to prevent ... c6-b4(ab).
14...2e8!F Thethreat is ...2g7-f8.
(14...&xc2 15.¢bxc2 Nd4+ 16.Wxd4 &xd4 17.E8xd4);
14.8b5? Nb4 15.0d4
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15...5xa2+! 16.%b1
(16.5)xa2 £xdd—+)
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16...0xc3+ 17.Wxc3 Wxc3 18.bxc3 £e4 19.f3 £d5+

14..2e8 15.%d2

15.%f41? &xc3! 16.bxc3 Eed
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17.Wg5
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(17.%d2 Wc7 18.295 £€6 19.2f6 Hd7¥)

17...8e6 18.Wf4




(18.2d17? Hb4l—+)
18..50d8I2 (18...2e4=)

15..2h8
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| think most (even strong) players would falter and collapse here. Black threatens ...%c6-b4(a5) and only one (highly
computerized) idea prevents it.

16.82€3!

16.2b5 a6 17.£xc6? bxco 18.b3 H\d5! 19.5xd5 cxd5 20.8xd5 £e4 21.28d67? We5—+;
16.%f4?2 &He7! 17.£d3 £xc3 18.bxc3 Wixc3F;
16.h4?2! b4+

16..%b8!?

16...5a5 Thisleads to aforced draw but it is unnecessary to allow the ensuing chaos. 17.£d4C]
(17.£xb6 axb6 18.5)d4 H\c6! 19.2xf5 Wxf5 20.2b1 Wc5T)
17...5ac4 18.4xc4 Hxca 19.Wh6 Hixd6 20.2xh8 xh8 21.4Hg5 shg8 22.2d1!
(22.¥ixh7+ of8 23.58d1!)
22...Wic6
(22...2e2 23.Wxh7+ ©f8 24.8xd6 Exc2+ 25.52d1 Wca 26.Wh8+ the7 27.Wes+ ¢hf8=)
23.Wxh7+ bf8 24.Wh6+ g8 25.04 £xg4 26.8xd6 Eel+ 27.00d1 We8 28.Wh7+ &f8 29.Wh8+ ¢he7 30.Wf6+ &f8=;
16...2e6!?
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| had originally intended to recommend this as the main line; perhaps some readers will prefer thisto my selection.
17.9g5

(17.£xb6 £xc3 18.bxc3 axb6 19.£c4 Exd6 20.Wxd6 Hab 21.&xf7+ bxf7 22.5) g5+ g8 23.Wd5+ ©h8 24.We5+
hg8=; 17.2xe6 Wxe6 18.2) g5 £xc3 19.%xc3 Wxa27)

17...Exd6 18.%xd6 2e5 19.Wc5 297 20.&c4 &)xc4 21.¥xc4 WeB=;

16...2b4?' (This doesn’t work here because of a brilliant resource which was the point of 16.2e3!) 17.£d4! Hxc2
18.£xh8 ¢bxh8 19.£b5 & c4 20.Wh6! Hixd6 21.5) g5 Bel+ 22.8xel Wg8 23.2e7+

17.4f4

17.2b5 a6 18.8xc6? DcAlT,;
17.h4? D5+

17...%¥c8!
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By diverting White' s bishop from €3, Black reinstates his threat of ...2)c6-b4. Whiteisworse if he doesn’t accept the
repetition.

18.£e3 Wh8=



CHAPTER 7
ANTI-SICILIANS: ALAPIN AND MORRA
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Contents

1. 2.d4 cxd4 3.c3

2. 2.c3 d5 3.exd5 Wxd5 4.sidelines & 4.d4 g6 5.sidelines

3. 2.c3d5 3.exd5 Wixd5 4.d4 g6 5.%f3 297 & 5...4c6 6.sidelines
4. 2.c3 d5 3.exd5 ¥xd5 4.d4 g6 5.0f3 £g7 6.2€2

5.2.)f3 96 3.c3d5

6. 2.5)f3 g6 3.c3 4)cb

1

In these final chapters we turn to White's most popular anti-Sicilian options after 1.e4 c5 2.2f3 g6: the Alapin, also
known as the c3-Sicilian, and the Morra Gambit, also known as the Esserman Gambit. The Alapin can be played on
move two (1.e4 c5 2.c3) or on move three (1.e4 c5 2.3 g6 3.¢3), so for convenience and consistency | recommend a
line for Black which works against either of these. The Morra Gambit (1.e4 ¢5 2.d4 cxd4 3.c3 or 1.e4 ¢5 2.:)f3 g6 3.d4
cxd4 4.c3), asister to the Alapin, has recently seen arevival, especialy at the club level, thanks to the publication of
IM Esserman’s masterpiece “Mayhem in the Morra’.

1.e4 c5 2.d4 cxd4 3.c3
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Here we have the Morra Gambit, a system emblematic of the Romantic Erain chess— not chronologically, but in
spirit: “The masters of that time found a sound and fruitful plan: disregarding pawns, achieve arapid development of
the pieces for a swift attack on the enemy king. “ (World Champion Emanuel Lasker). On Steinitzian grounds one
might insist that the principled continuation for Black isto accept the gambit — “the best way to refute a gambit isto
accept it”. However, there is a hidden premise in this assertion: the gambit must be refutable! It isnot at all clear to me
that the Morra Gambit is refutable; on the contrary, Esserman’ s af orementioned book is a convincing defense of its
soundness. Furthermore, as Hyper Accelerated Dragon players we offer White the option of a‘delayed’ Morra Gambit
1.e4 c5 2.3 g6 3.d4 cxd4 4.c3 after which our options are far more limited. As best | can tell, Black cannot safely
accept the delayed Morra Gambit, so for the sake of consistency | recommend declining after 1.e4 ¢5 2.d4 cxd4 3.c3 as
well. The usua way to decline the gambit is to transpose to the Alapin with ...5\g8-f6, but thisis not in keeping with
my recommended Alapin repertoire. Fortunately, the ...d4-d3 lineis areliable way of transposing into Maroczy-

structures which we are familiar with and happy to play as Black. | cannot overstate how frustrating it is for Morra
Gambit playersto be denied their Romantic fantasies and instead be lulled into a slow, maneuvering Maroczy structure.

3..d34.8xd3 g6 5.c4 297 6.2f3 d6 7.h3 »f6
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In what follows, Black is free to proceed with traditional Maroczy devel opment; however, | am instead recommeding a
new idea | came up with while preparing this book based on arapid ...2\f6-d7 and ...2g7xc3.

\\‘L\

A N w o N o

8.0-0
8.5c3 Dfd7! If Black wants to play my idea, then White must not be permitted to recapture on c3 with the queen, so
Black must play ...£xc3 before White achieves £c1-€3 and ¥d1—d2.
(8...0-0 9.2e3 Hfd7 10.%d2 Thisis of course playable for Black but not in keeping with our theme.)
9.£e3 £xc3+ 10.bxc3 He5!
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Thisideawill be studied in greater detail in the main line. 11.xe5
(11.£h6 Hxd3+ 12.¥xd3 Hd7 13.0-0 f6=)
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11...dxe5 12.£h6 Wc7 13.We2 £e6 14.0-0 d7=

8...0-0 9.¢c3 »fd7!N
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In asimilar position, Esserman cautions that White should not allow “the queen’s knight to be lopped off by the
swooping ...&xc3 wrecking the pristine Maroczy structure...Black’s dark sguared deficiencies are overshadowed by
White's mangled formation.” Here, however, White does not have much of achoice: Black is ready to capture on c3
and White' s only ways to prevent it are rather contrived.

9...¢6 Black’s most popular move, but in my judgment it isinsufficiently sensitive to the time factor in the position.
White does, after all, have more space, so he will go on to have a more comfortable position (‘ achieve harmony’) if
Black is unable to pose any disruptive threats. 10.£e3 Hd7 11.¥d2 & c5 12.2h6!+ Black should be able to defend, but
Whiteis playing for two results.

10.2€3

I think if White wants to attempt an opening advantage then thisis his best hope. Allow the doubled pawns, and hope
there is enough dynamic compensation. In researching this structure | have come to regard White' s attacking potential
as quite formidable, even though computers tend to think that Black is equal ‘ no matter what’. | recommend
immediately aiming for simplifications with 11...2e5! to neutralize Whit€' sinitiative.

10.£95 £xc3! 11.bxc3
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11...5e5 Computers take some time to appreciate this idea, but from a human perspectiveit is clear that exchanging
pieces benefits Black. Thisis because White's compensation for his static pawn weaknesses must be predicated on
dynamic piece play.

T
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(11...2c5 Thisis perfectly playable for Black as well, but as a matter of convenience | have recommended 11...4e5
here instead since | recommend the same ideain the main line. 12.2.c2 £e6 13.65 (13.We2 f6 14.2h6 2e8=) 13...8xc4
14.exd6 ¥xd6 15.¥xd6 exd6 16.5fd1 d5=)

12.\xe5

(12.¢5 Hxd3 13.¥xd3 dxc5 14.%xd8 Exd8 15.£xe7 He8 16.£xc5 Hxed=)
12...dxe5 13.c5

(13.f4 exf4 14.2b1 a6l =)
13...2€6 14.2bl1 A d7 15.8xb7 Wc8!=;

10.5d5 Thisis a pretty extreme way for White to avoid ...£g7xc3; with this concession Black can equalize with
‘normal’ Maroczy moves. 10...¢5 11.2b1 e6 12.%e3

(12.5¢3 £xc3 13.bxc3 e5=)
12...85 13.5 g4 %c6 14.£c2 57,
10.%e2 £xc3 11.bxc3 Neb
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Our go-to idea: the resulting structure is always fine for Black aslong as White can’t immediately stir up some trouble.

(11...2¢5 12.2c2 €5 ? Thisinteresting blockading ideais playable as well. 13.2d1 Nc6 14.2d2 £e6 15.0f1 Hab
16.%e3 #c8 17.0d5 Wh4 18.2b1 b6=)

12.5)xe5 dxeb=;

10.Wc2 White deters Black’s ...297xc3 but in so doing misplaces his queen. 10...2¢6 Threatening ... c6-b4. 11.a3
Nde5 12.49xe5
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12...0d4! 13.%d1 dxe5=;
10.£2d2
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Thisis aconcession — the bishop would prefer a more active square. Now we can equalize with ‘normal’ Maroczy
development. 10...%c5 11.£c2 £c6 12.a3 There are of course many ways to handle this position, | just give one
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relatively straightforward and logical path for Black — targeting the d4-square.
(12.2bl Hb4 13.a3 Dxc2 14.%xc2 b6 15.b4 Heb=)
12...b6 13.b4 He6 14.2d3 £b7 15.5cl De5! 16.5)xe5 dxeb 17.2e3 Hdd=;

10.Wd2 & eb!

(10...5)¢6 11.b3 &)c5 12.£b2 5 13.exf5 Hxd3 14.Wxd3 &xf5 15.We3t)
11.5xe5 dxeb 12.b3 £c6 13.2b2 b6 14.8adl £b7=

10...&xc3 11.bxc3
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11...5€5!

| recall an interview with Aronian where he said (paraphrasing) that the greatest joy in chess preparation nowadays
comes from finding ideas the computer is unable to immediately appreciate. That was certainly the case with this move.
The computer’ s suggestions all enabled White to develop a dangerous kingside attack, but | was looking for something
requiring less accuracy from Black. The engineinitially thinks that White is += after the exchange on €5, but the human
realizes that either Black is getting into immediate trouble or he'll successfully develop his pieces and befine. If itis

the latter, which it fortunately is, then *+=’ is not a very meaningful assessment.

11...5¢5? 12.&xc5 dxcb 13.e54;

11...5¢6 Thisis the computer’ s first choice but | think the engine underestimates White' s attacking potential. 12.2d4

7ceb 13.82e2 b6 14.2h6 EeB 15.f4 Hexca 16.f5-

A N w o N

White's attack is not devastating, but it’s just not very comfortable to be Black here. The position is reminiscent of lines
in the Scaemish or Rubinstein Nimzo Indian where Black doubles White' s c-pawns and expends several tempos to win
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the c4-pawn at the cost of allowing White an f4-f5 attack.;

11..5a6
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This move fits with Nimzowitsch’s philosophy of blockade: “First restrain, next blockade, lastly destroy”.
Unfortunately, the ideal blockade is not always the most relevant aspect of a position, and | believe Black’ sfirst
priority should be to avoid a kingside onslaught by liquidating with 11...2e5! 12.2c2 Hacs

(12...f6 13.2)d4 Dacs 14.£h6 2e8 15.f4 2h8 16.h4 298 17.8el £\b6 18.65 dxe5 19.fxe5 £\xc4 20.exf6 exf6 21.h5t)

13.5)04 He8
(13...06 14.5)c6 We8 15.2h6:)
1454 06 15.55 H\e5

(15...8b7 16,13 (16.fxg6 fxg6) 16...065 17.%f4 2h8 18.fxg6 fxg6 19.Wh4 g8 20.8ad1z)

16.2f3 W7 17.Wel &xc4 18.6500
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A complete mess. We should avoid this, as the overzealous Morra Gambit player will be rewarded for their impatience
in positions like this which require direct, un-nuanced play.

12.5d4!
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| believe thisis White' s best attempt to develop an initiative.
12.2h6 2e8 13.2d4 f6! 14.2€2
(14.472 XF7—+)
14...0bc6 15.2€3 Hab2;
12.2c2 £e6 The simplest way for Black.

(12...2xf3+ 13.Wxf3 N6 14.¢5 dxc5 15.8xc5 Wab 16.2d4oo; 12...0xc4? 13.2h6 He8 14.2b3 De5 15.0g5 €6 16.f4
9 ec6 17.f5+-)

13.2h6 Hxf3+ 14.Wxf3 Be8 15.e5 Hc6 16.exd6 Wixd6 17.2fbl Hab=;
12.5xe5 dxeb
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White had better act quick, otherwise Black will be better if he achieves ... ¥d8-c7, ...2Ab8-d7, ...b7-b6, and ...£c8-a6.

13.8b1
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a) 13.8e2 Wic7 14.Wad a6 15.%a3 b6

A N w b O N

16.2ab1 (16.2fbl 2d8 17.2b5 g7 18.2abl ¥d6 19.Wcl £e6 20.a4 £H)c5 21.8xc5 (21.85 £d77) 21...bxc5 22.%e3
2dc8=) 16...%d6 17.¥xd6 (17.c5 Hxc5 18.2fd1 Wif6 19.8h6 £d7! 20.8xf8 xf8 21.f3 seg7= Black clearly has full
compensation, just look at the dark squares.) 17...exd6 18.2fd1 £c5 19.f3 £d8 20.2d2 £e6 21.2bd1 Hb7=;

b) 13.f4 exf4 14.2xf4 ¥h6+ 15.8f2 266 16.2b1 Wc6 17.295 Wc7 18.2f4 W8 19.We2 AdT77,
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13...Wc7 14.f4 & d7 15.f5 b6 16.Wf3 Threatening 2e3-h6.

(16.£h6 2d8 17.%3 Hf6T White cannot make progress on the kingside, and Black is ready to pick up the c4-pawn

with ...2c8-26.)




16...2h8!
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17.fxg6

(17.£h6 Eg8 White's aggressive stance iswholly illusory; Black is already clearly better. 18.fxg6 &xg6 19.%xf7 £a6
20.2€3 Hag8 21.g4 Df6¥)

17...fxg6 18.Wxf8+! White can force a draw here. 18...0xf8 19.8xf8+ g7 20.2bf1 €6

;;;;;
;;;;;
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This move is prophylaxis against 13.2h6 Ze8 14.f4?7? when 14...0f7! wins a piece. It also bolsters the all-important €5
square.
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12...2xd3 Thisis the most obvious move — Black would normally be happy to capture White's bishop. However, here
Black is severely underdevel oped, which allows White the time to initiate a strong attack. 13.%¥xd3 2d7

(13...%ab?! 14.2h6 Ed8 15.f4 ¥h5?! Black deserves to be punished for parading around with his queen in total neglect
of his development. 16.£95 f6
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17.c5!! xg5 (17...d5 18.exd5 fxg5 19.%c4 £xh3 20.c6+) 18.%c4+ vh8 19.cxd6 exd6 (19...8xh3 20.dxe7 Ze8
21.f5!1+) 20.Wf7 £g8 21.Wf6+ £g7 22.fxg5+-)

14.2h6 2e8 15.f4
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Whatever the objective evaluation of this position, | would not want to defend it as Black. 15...b6
(15...6 16.5)e6 Wh6+ 17.2f2 )¢5 18.9xc5 Wixc5 19.f5 f7 20.2af 1£)
16.65! 2a6
(16...dxe5 17.fxe5 &Hxeb 18.Wed+-)

17.66 fxeb 18.5)xe6 Wc8 19.f5 He5 20.W g3 Wxcd 21.8ael Bac8 22.fxg6 hxgb 23.0)f4+;
12...0bd7 13.£€2! §\c5 14.f4 Ded7 15.£f3 Hb6 16.We2+

A N w o N o

13.8e2

13.£c2 &h8 The onusis on White to make something happen here; Black’s ideas of completing development and
blockading on c5 are clear. In a practical game | would prefer Black, because | think most White players would
mishandle the simultaneous demands of aggression and restraint. 14.2b3 Ha6 (14...g5! 20) 15.f4 Hf7 16.£c2 &cb
17.h4 €5 18.5b5 b6 19.fxe5 Dxeb 20.Wxd6 ¥xd6 21.5)xd6 £e6=;

13.f4 Hxd3 14.¥xd3 Hab 15.f5 Hc5 16.Wc2
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16...We8! 17.2b3 Hd7 Whiteiswell advised to liquidate the situation before Black achieves ...b7-b6 and cements
White' s c4-weakness.

(17...b6 18.£h6 £f7 19.2xc5 bxcb 20.8f4+)
18.¢5 dxcb 19.5xc5 £xc5 20.8xc5 b6 21.8d4 £b7=;
13.2h6 EeB 14.147? Hf7—+

13..9a6 14.f4 Hf7 15.8f3
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The position is dynamically equal: White has two bishops and a space advantage as compensation for his weakened
pawn structure.
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15...¢c5

15...e5? 16.%b5 We7 17.f5 b6 18.¥d5 £b8 19.82ad1 £d8 20.294!
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White has gotten rid of his c4-weakness but the isolated c3-pawn still remains aliability. The position should fizzle out
into adraw; the following isan illustration.
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21.65 Bc7 22.8d4 fxeb 23.fxe5 Dg5 24.2d5+ £e6 25.c4 Bd8 26.2e3 £xd5 27.cxd5 Hed 28.8ael Ecc8 29.£xa7 Hd2
30.82f4 Exd5=
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In keeping with our theme of ...

1) 2...96 3.d4 cxd4 4.cxd4 d5!? as recommended by Alburt, Dzindzichashvili, and Perelshteyn in their “Chess

Openings for Black, Explained”.

2) 2...0f6 3.e5 Nd5 4.d4 cxd4 5.5f3 g6!? as in Adams-Kramnik, Dortmund 2013 (1/2-1/2).
3) My recommendation 2...d5 3.exd5 Wxd5 4.d4 g6! ? which was al so recommended by Ftacnik in his “Grandmaster

Repertoire” book on the Sicilian.

2...d5 3.exd5 Wxd5 4.d4

4.90a3 Thefirst time | saw this move was in Nakamura-Y angyi, Gibraltar 2015 (1-0). It worked out for White in that
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g7-g6, Black has three options:

game, but | don’t think Black has any problems if he responds actively. 4...2c6

(4.6 5.3 &c6 6.£c4 Wd8 7.0-0 a6 8..)¢2 £94 9.d4 €6 10.h3 £xf3 11.Wxf3 Ec8 12.2d1 cxd4 13.£b3! W7
14.5xd4 Hxd4 15.cxd4 £d6 16.£95 be7 17.2el+ 1-0 (39) Nakamura,H-Y u Yangyi Gibraltar 2015)

5.0f3 204 6.8€2 €5!
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It isunusual for Black to be able to assert central dominance so early in the Alapin. | do not think he should fear ghosts
in doing so: Black is effectively calling White's provocation in delaying d2-d4 a bluff. 7.d3

a) 7.Wa4? ed 8.)b5 EcB 9.0 fd4 &xe2 10.5xe2 Hf6+;
b) 7.h3 £h5 8.d3 (8.%b3 0-0-02; 8.0-0 e4 9.5 el £xe2 10.Wxe2 0-0-02) 8...f6
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By further delaying his kingside development, Black signals his intention to castle queenside. 9.0-0 (9.£€3 0-0-0 10.0-
0 &Hge7 11.c4 g8l 12.8xc5 Ngb!! 13.2xf8 Wxf8 14.g4 &xg4d!! 15.hxgd Hf4F) 9...409ge7 10.9 ¢4 0-0-0 11.a3 (11.9e3
Wd7 12.5xe5 &xe2 13.5xd7 £xd1 14.0xf8 £e2 15.0e6 £xf1 16.5)xd8 Exd8 17.&xf1 Exd3=) 11...£96
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In thisline the Accelerated Dragon player gets to play the reverse of their usua role— Whiteisplayingin
hypermodern fashion by relinquishing the center and seeking counterplay on the flanks. From our experience and
preference for the Black side of the Maroczy, we know not to underestimate the elastic potential of White's structure
here, but it is clear nevertheless that Black should be content with the result of the opening. 12.2e3 (12.Wa4 £xd3
13.8xd3 ¥xd3 14.2e3 Hd57) 12..Wg8 (12..Wd7=; 12..We6? 13.Hh4t) 13.Wad £xd3 14.8xd3 Exd3 15.b4

A N w o N

Black should trust the soundness of his structure and enter the complications head on with 15...e4! 15...e4! (15...2b8
16.b5 Hd8 17.5el 8d6 18.5c4 8d5 19.f4 (19.9e3 HEdb=; 19.2¢c2 Web 20.42e3 Ed7=) 19...Web 20.fxe5 fxeb 21.4¢2
(21.2f3 &f7=) 21...50g6 22.8€3 &7 23.2b4l ) 16.2el (16.2d2 Hd5 17.Dxed We62) 16...5xc3 17.b5 (17.%d1
We6 18.2d2 2b3 19.2c1 b8 20.4 ¢4 Hd4T) 17..50d4 18.2d2 (18.Wxa7 Hd5 19.Wa8+ ¢hc7 20.Wa5+ Hb6
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21.)1c200 21...50e2+ 22.bh1 2d3¥) 18...d5!




aaaaaa

/ E«M@ %//ﬁ
w o mal

aaaaaaa

T g RA
a b cde f gh

If Black makesit this far he should be able to figure the rest out over the board. 19.b6 (19.2xd5 ¥xd5 20.£xc3 He2+
21.52h1 Hxc3 22.Wxa7 £d67; 19.401c2 Hxc2 20.5xc2 2d3F; 19.8xc3 Hxc3 20.Wxa7 £d6T) 19...5xb6 20.We8+
he7 21.8xc3 De2+ 22.5kh1 Hxc3 23.8c10 23...0e2 24.2all] (24.2d1? £d6 25.Wxg8 Hxg8—+) 24...4¢3=;

c) 7.0-0
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Thisis oddly White's most popular move but it leads quite straightforwardly to aslight edge for Black. 7...e4 8.5el
&xe2 9.Wxe2 0-0-0 10.f3 exf3 11.Wxf3 Hf6T;

d) 7.2c2 e4 8.2 e3 Wd7 9.2xg4 Wxg4 10.Wad Hf6 11.9e5 Wxg2 12.5f1 Hc8 13.2b5 2d6 14.4xc6
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14...0-0! 15.a5 (15.9xa7 a8z ...&£b8 follows) 15...a6 16.2e2 b5+ 17...4d5 will follow, eyeing the f4-square. Black
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can take his time with the attack: White' s king isn’t going anywhere.;

7..f6IN
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Thisis our theme in thisline: bolster the center and aim to castle queenside.

(7...0-0-0 8.2c4 f5 9.0e3 Wd7 10.h3 £h5 11.5xf5 Wixf5 12.g4 £xg4 13.hxgd Wd7 14.4g5+)

8.0-0 Hge7 9.h3

(9.5 c4 266 10.8el (10.a3 ¥d7 11.b4 &Hd5; 10.Hfd2 ¥Wd7 11.b3 Hd5 12.d4 exdd 13.cxd4 b5 14.5e3 ¢4 15.4¢5
£Xc5 16.dxc5 0-02) 10...%d7 11.a4 (11.a3 Hd5 12.¥¢c2 0-0-0 13.b4 b8 14.%Wh2 ¥c7 15.b5 Hab 16.a4 g52)
11..5d5 12.£f1 0-0-0 (12...2e7 13.d4 exd4 14.cxd4 0-0F) 13.%b3 b8 14.a5 g5! 15.a6 b62)

9...£€6 10.d4 cxd4 11.cxd4 e4
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12.0b5 0-0-0 13.5d2 a6 14.£c4 Wd7 15.5)xed &xca! 16.9bd6+ Wxd6 17.4xd6+ Exd6 18.Eel Exd4

A N w b OO N

If we accept Euler’ s estimation of the value of the pieces, then the material is numerically equal (three piecesfor a
gueen). However, in chess (and in many spheres of life) there is a phenomenon whereby the whole is greater than the
sum of its parts. My father used to refer to this as * cooperation points': for every combination of pieces, add a point, so
two pieces are worth 3+3+1, ie. more than arook+pawn (pawns don’t count as pieces) . Similarly, three pieces are
worth 3+3+3+1+1+1. This may be abit of an exaggeration, but it's not a bad first approximation. | suspect my father
thought of this himself (in the context of avariation in the Pirc where three pieces outshine a Queen and two pawns),
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but | also came acrosstheideain Lasker’s Chess Manual.

4...96
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Thefirst strong player to consistently play this move was Y ugoslavian Grandmaster Ognjen Cvitan, who played it
several times throughout the 1990s. Since then, the move has found a brigade of supporters, most notably Radjabov,
Karjakin, Dreev, and Almasi. It was also played several times by ayoung Magnus Carlsen.

5.dxc5

5.2e3 Thiswasthe ‘main line’ in the early days of the opening, but it is no longer considered a critical test for Black.

5...cxd4 6.cxd4
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(6.81xd4 56 7.5)a3 (7.91xd5 Hxd5 8.2d4 16=) 7...5c6 8.Wad 297 9.5b5 Wd8!T)

6..897 7.5)c3 Wd8 8.5)f3
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(8...5f6 Black may prefer this mode of development; it islargely amatter of taste. | think many IMs and GMs prefer
ideas with ...21g8-h6 because they lead to positions which their lower rated opponents (in Swiss-system tournaments)
may be unfamiliar with.)

9.8c4
(9.£05+ £d7 10.0-0 0-0 11.£.¢4 £)f5=)
9..f5 10.5)65 H)d6 11.8b3 Hic6 12.8a4
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12...0-0! 13.&2xc6

(13.2xc6 bxcb 14.2xc6 £b8 15.b3 2a6+)
13...bxc6 14.5xc6 Wd7 15.e5 Wb7x;
5.2e2!? A tricky move first played by Grandmaster Hort in 1992. 5...cxd4!

a) 5..)c6? 6.2f3% (6.dxc5z) ;

b) 5...1xg27? 6.£f3+—;
6.cxd4

(6.513 &f6 7.cxd4 £g7 8.Hc3 Wd6=)
6..897 7.5)f3
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7..2h6
(7.6 | tend to prefer my knight on f6, but as | have said, it is usually a matter of taste. 8.2c3 ¥d6=)

8..c3 Wd8 9.£f4 0-0 10.0-0 »f5 11.d5 a6 12.a4 Hd7 13.%b3 b6 14.E2adl £b7 15.8fel Ec8= 1/2-1/2 (29) Hort,V
(2560)-Spraggett,K (2540) San Bernardino 1992;

5.5 a3 cxd4 6.2b5 Dab 7.¥xd4 ¥xd4 8.5xd4 &Hf6 9.4gf3 297 10.£b5+ £d7 11.0-0 Dc7 12.8c4 &HHfd5 13.8el
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13...f6! Black flexes his muscles; the center is hisfor the taking. 14.a4 a6=

5..¥xd1+ 6.¢xd1
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6..2f6

Black needn’t rush to win back his sacrificed pawn. Sometimes he will even play ...b7-b6, abandoning hopesto regain
the pawn in favor of opening up lines for his pieces. Even with queens off the board, White' sking is not safe in the

center.

6...e6N | toyed around with this new ideafor awhile, but | came to the conclusion that it is unnecessary since the main
move, 6...2f6, equalizes comfortably. | have included my analysis of 6...€6 in case the reader isinterested. 7.b4!

a) 7.£e3 H)f6
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8.3
al) 8.2d4 £e7 9.5f3 0-0 10.2bd2 £d8 11.€2c2 Hd5 12.8.c4 &6 13.2hel Hxda+ 14.cxd4 b6 15:8xd5 2xd516.b4



Ab7;
a2) 8.0 a3 Nbd7 9.Hb5 (9.$b5 @94 10.c6 bxc6 11.£xc6 Eb8) 9...5d5 10.0f3 &Hxe3+ 11.fxe3 he7 12.b4 abx;

8...2€7 9.9a3 0-0 10.2b5 Hd5 11.¢c2 Hxe3+ 12.fxe3 ab 13.0d6 Nd7 14.b4 &f6 15.5xc8 Efxc8 16.%b3 b6 17.2c4
(17.cxb6 S ed 18.b7 Exc3+ 19.5hb2 Eb8—+) 17...oxc5 18.05 Hed;

b) 7.2b5+ £d7 8.2xd7+ &xd7 9.b4 He7 10.c2 £97 11.0d2 0-0 12.2e4 Hd5 13.82b2 b6 14.¢6 (14.cxb6 2 7xb67)
14...50e5 15.b5 ab 16.a4 &4 17.9e2 & c7 18.bxab Bfc8+;

7..297 8.56¢c2

Ede6 o 4
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8..5e7

(8...85 9.£b2 (9.05 £1d7 10.8a3 H)gf6 11.2d3 £f8 12.06 bxc 13.bxc6 )¢5 14.2b5 5=) 9...5)f6 10.5)d2 0-0 11.Hgf3
axb4 12.cxb4 £d7 13.£c4 £c6 14.8hgl 2d8 15.£0b3 £b5 16.5¢c4 Hc6 17.a3 Hed 18.£xg7 xg7 19.5gelt)

9.3 0-0 10.£f4

(10.5bd2 $)d5 11.£b2 b6 12.5)e4 (12.cxb6 axbs) 12...oxc5 13.5xc5 H1d7 14.5e4 £b7 15.5d6 2ab8 16.83 £06
17.b5 £88 18.c401 18...&xb2 19.2xb2 £)4 20.55¢3 Eb6 21.8d1 H)c5 22.5b4 Hab+ 23.50a5 H1¢5 24.52ba=)

10...0d5

(10...5)ec6 11.05 €5 12,893 (12.£63 Hie7=) 12... 215+ 13.5b2 Hia5 14.5bd2 (14.2xe5 &xe5 15.5)xe5 Bd8s) 14...5d7
15.9b3 Hxb3 16.axb3 e4 (16...5%c5 17.£xe5 £xe5 18.5xe5 Bfd8 19.2c4 Bd2+ 20.%2a3+) 17.9d4 Hxc5 18.£d6
£fc8 19.0xf5 gxf5 20.8xc5 £xc5 21.8c4%)

11.82e5 ab 12.8xg7 sxg7 13.%b3 £\c6
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14.4c4
(14.b5 Hb8!=)
14...axb4 15.&xd5 Hab+
(15...exd5 16.cxb4 Ee8 17.b5 a5+ 18.¢bc3 £d7 19.6)d4<)
16.¢kc2 exd5 17.cxb4 &5+ 18.62¢3

(18.bb2!+)

18...0¢c6 19.a4 d4+ 20.0xd4 Hxd4 21.cbxd4 Bfd8+ 22.¢bcd b5+ 23.cxbb Bac8+ 24.%0h3 266+ 25.¢bh2 Bd4 26.2a3
Hxbd+ 27.chal BExb6=

7.3

7.4b5+ 2d7 8.9a3

(8.4xd7+ Hbxd7 9.06 bxch 10.5)f3 €5 11.8el Hgd 12.8:¢2 6 13.£263 Hixe3+ 14.8xe3 £h6 15.562 Ed8 16.5)bd2
Sxd2 17.5xd2 i 7= 1/2-1/2 (28) Pedersen,N (2508)-Nevednichy,V (2569) Istanbul 2003)

8...eo!
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(8...£97 9.0f3 0-0 10.52e2 £c8 11.2e3 Hd5 12.2hd1 Hxe3 13.82xe3 &xb5 14.9xb5 1/2-1/2 (57) Madeira,W (2215)-
Leitao,R (2566) Sao Paulo 2004)

9.8xd7+ Hbxd7 10.2b5
(10.b4 Heds)
10...cke7! 11.b4 ab 12.5)d6 b6F

7..897 8.2b5+

8.2e3 N4 9.2b5+ £d7 10.8xd7+ Hxd7 11.Hel Hxe3+ 12.8xe3 Hixc5 13.%¢2 €6 14.90bd2 &e7 15.5b3 Bac8= 0-1
(49) Ragger, M (2265)-Kozul,Z (2587) Maribor 2003.

8..8d7
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9.2d3

9.8xd7+ Hbxd7 10.%c2 Hxc5 11.£e3 Ec8 12.8el Nd5 13.2d4 0-0 14.2xg7 sbxg7 15.5bd2 b5 16.93 Efd8 17.2ad1 €6
18.5\b3 Hiad 19.8d4 Hiaxc3 20.2d2 §Hxa2 0-1 (21) Sriram,J (2356)-Kunte,A (2487) Mumbai 2000.

9..£c6 10.£e3 Ng4 11.2bd2 Hd7 12.22b3 0-0-0 13.€2c2 Hde5 14.2xe5 Dxe5 15.8f1 Led+ 16.shcl DgaF

1/2-1/2 (53) Smerdon,D (2470)-Saric,| (2559) Dresden 2008,



1.e4 5 2.c3 d5 3.exd5 ¥xd5 4.d4 g6 5.0f3
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5..4c6!?

In this book | have tried, where possible, to present novel ideas, even where the accepted wisdom is perfectly adequate.
Thereisvalue in exploring new terrain, both from a scientific perspective of enriching the literature on an opening, but
also from the practical, ‘ surprise value' perspective. 5...4c6 is an extremely rare move, about fifty(!) timesless

not sure, nor do | frankly care very much, which of 5...£g7 or 5..2c6 is
‘objectively’ the better move. It seems to me though, that the new ideas which follow lead to rich, unexplored positions
where awell-prepared Black player can pose serious problems for their opponent. Praxis and the test of time will
determine whether these ideas have wings, or whether Black is better off adhering to the usual 5...2g7. Before
continuing | would like to mention that the following isjoint analysis between myself and Canadian (exiled by

common than the main move, 5...2g7. | am

marriage to America) IM Dave Ross.

5...297 The reader may consult GM Ftacnik’ s book on the Sicilian for his treatment of this move. Black may be fine
ard queen moves Black is lured into is not to my taste. 6.2bd?2!

with accurate play, but the amount of awkw.

b ¢c d e f g h
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| think this rare move deserves more attention.
(6.£a3 This transposes to subchapter 5, 1.e4 c5 2.20f3 g6 3.c3 d5 4.exd5 ¥xd5 5.9a3 297 6.d4.)

6...cxd4

(6..We6+? We will see thisisthe right move after 5...4¢c6 6.2bd2 but not here. 7.2€2 cxd4 8.2xd4 £xd4 Thisisthe
reason: instead of trading on d4 with aknight asin the 5...¢6 line, Black has to cede the two bishops to White.
9.cxd4 Nf6 10.0-0 0-0 11.&f3%)

7.8c4 Wds
(7..h5N
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Black does not quite equalize here. 8.0-0! (8.%h3 Ah6 9.4xd4 0-0 10.22f3 Hf5 11.0-0 Hd6 12.2d3 Hd7=) 8...4c6
(8...dxc3? 9.0 ed! cxb2? 10.&xf7+! &xf7 11.Wh3+ bf8 12.5H)eg5 Hh6 13.8xb2 &xb2 14.Wxb2 Eg8 15.0xh7+bes
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x
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16.%fg5+-) 9.Wb3 (9.cxd4 Hf6 10.d5 Hxd5 11.Wh3 e6 12.0e4 0-0 13.20g3 Dab! 14.Wb5 4\ c7!= Alas, Black hangs
on by the skin of histeeth.) 9....h6 10.2xd4 £ xd4 11.cxd4 0-0
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12.h3! A strong prophylactic move: Black can no longer disentangle with ...Ah6-f5 in light of g2-g4. 12...&xd4
(12...957 13.94 Hxg4 14.2€2 (14.hxg4 &xg4 15.5292 &f5=) 14...Wh4 15.hxgd £xg4 16.9f3+) 13.2el Hf5 (13...297

14.53 £S5 15.8f4+) 14.5)e4 H1d6 15.5)xd6 exd6 16.267 g5 17.2d2! g4 18.hxgd xi2+ 19.56f11 (19.5hxF2 Wha+
20.s2g1 Wxe7=) 19... W96 20.5hxF2 Wi+ 2113 Wixe7 22.8h1+)

8.4xd4 &Hh6
(8...£xd4 9.cxd4 Wxd4 10.0-0 D6 11.Wh3s; 8...40f6 9.0-0 0-0 10.)2f31)
9.2f30-010.0-0
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Black’s position is not pretty; | prefer the fresh positions which arise after 5...c6! 2.




10..0f5 11.8el
(11.£95 Wc7 12.9e2+)
11..xd4 12.5xd4 ¥c7 13.2b3 a6 14.295+ 1/2-1/2 (57) Onischuk,A (2664)-Kudrin,S (2549) Tulsa 2008.

6.2e3

The main move 6.£e2 will be covered in the next subchapter. 6.dxc5 Thisis premature; if White wants to take on c5
then he should first play 6.£2€3 then take on c5 after Black commits his bishop to g7. 6...%xd1+ 7.soxd1 ©f6 8.2e3

A d5 9.9 bd2 e5!
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10.5e4 £f5 11.£d3 0-0-0 12.c2e2 Hxe3 13.fxe3 267 14.0d6+
(14.2c2 £04 15.0f2 &xf3+ 16.gxf3 £xc5=)
14...8xd6 15.8xf5+ gxf5 16.cxd6 Exd6 17.2adl ed7!=;
6.5a3
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One of the nice things about this 5...)¢6 system isthat it is particularly well-suited to meet 6. a3, which is the most
popular move against 5...2g7. Indeed, when | was practicing thislinein online blitz | came across Alapin specialist GM
A. Zhigalko and 6.%9a3 was his choice as well. As we see, though, Black’s 5...%)¢c6 enables him to quickly castle
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queenside and pose White with immediate problems. 6...£g4 7.2b5

(7.£€2 cxd4 8.cxd4 96 9.9b5 Hc8 10.¢3 Wab 11.d5 Hd8 12.0-0 g7+, 7.2c4 &xf3 8.gxf3 W52 It isagreat
practical upshot of this system that natural moves by White allow Black to equalize with ease. 9.2d3 Wh5 10.2e4 H\f6

11.2b5? Hxed 12.90c7+ od7 13.5xa8 Hf6T)

7...0-0-0!

A N w b o N

White is suddenly caught off guard — Black isn’'t supposed to be able to castle queenside in this opening! Reap the
rewards of 5...4c6. Black has taken over the initiative and White needs to be extremely accurate to not lose outright in

the next few moves. 8.2e20]
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(8.2€3 a6 9.a4 £xf3 10.gxf3 £h6!T)
8..a6 9.4

(09.5a3 cxd4 10.cxd4 £xf3 11.8xf3 Wixd4 12.%c2 Wd3 13.W¥xd3 Exd3 14.9) c4%)
9...cxd4 10.cxd4 axb5 11.axb5 £xf3 12.bxce &xe2 13.2a8+ 27 14.8f4+ €5 15.8xe5+ Wxe5—;
6.c4? Wed+ 7.2e3 Hb4!
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Black gets to have some fun in thisline. 8.5a3
(8.20¢3 Nc2+ 9.¢d2 Hxe3 10.fxe3 Wch 11.5e5 Wab=)
8...2h6! 9.2d2 Wg4 10..b5 £f5!
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If you ever get this position over the board, relish your opportunity — your opponent is likely amasachist, and-you may




get to enact one of the beautiful variations which follow. 11.f3

(11.5c7+ &d8 12.f3 Wha+ 13.£f2 Wif6 14.5)xa8 & c2+ 15.5he2 Web+ 16.5)e4 £xed 17.dxc5+ shc8—+)

11..Wh4+ 12.2f2

(12.93 Wf6 13.2xh6 Dc2+ 14.50f2 Hxh6 15.52c1 a6 16.0c7+ 2d8T)
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13.Ecl

(13.2c7+ 18 14.h4 (14.0xa8 D2+ 15.¢ke2 cxdd—+) 14..Wf4 15.0d5 Hxd5 16.cxd5 cxd4T)

13..14 14.93 ¥b8 15.a3 Ha2 16.5al ab
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17.Exa2 axb5 18.%h3




(18.cxb5 £)f6 19.£g2 0-0 20.0-0 cxd4T)
18...cxd4 19.£xd4 bxc4 20.%9xc4

(20.8xc4 Hd6!=)
20...56 21.2e5 Wd8 22.Wb5+ £d7 23.%¥xb7 0-0x;

6.2bd2N Since thiswas a big problem in the 5...297 line | searched for games after 5...4¢6 6.2bd2. Turnsout itisa
novelty, but not one Black needs to worry about. 6...%e6+! 7.2e2 cxd4 8.5 xd4

(8.cxd4 £)f6 9.0-0 £97 10.5¢4 0-0 11.b3 Hd5 12.£b2 £d8=)
8...0xd4 9.cxd4 £h6 10.0-0 £07 11.80b5+ 2d7 12.8el Wgdl=

6..297
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6...2h6 7.dxc5 Wxd1+ 8.¢xd1l £xe3 9.fxe3t:
6...00f6 7.c4 Wd6 8.d5 He5 9.8e2+

7.dxc5

7.5 a3 Black isfine after the mass exchanges on d4. 7...cxd4 8.2b5 Wd8 9.2 bxd4 Hxd4 10.&xd4 £xd4
(10...26!? 11.2b5+ £d7 12.We2 0-0 13.2d1 £xb5 14.%xb5 ¥c8=)
11.%xd4 Wxd4 12.5\xd4 &Hf6
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13.0-0-0 £d7 14.£e2 0-0-0 15.2hel e6 16.2f3 g5!=

7..¥xd1+ 8.¢xd1 Hf6
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Black is down apawn, and will likely stay down a pawn for the foreseeable future, but as compensation he has better
control over the center and the potential to harrass White' s king which has lost its castling rights.

9.8c4

9.2d3 Hd5 10.9)bd2

(10.£e4 0-0! 11.&xd5 2d8 12.c2e2 Exd5 13.5a3 b6! 14.2b5 (14.cxb6 £a6+ 15.5kel axb6 16.2d1 2a5! 17.9d4
9 e5) 14...8b8 15.4¢c7 Bd7 16.cxb6 axb6 17.0b5 2.a6 18.a4 Har=)



10...0-0 11.cke2 2d8 12.2hcl h65 Prophylactically guarding the g5-square. Black will continue ...e7-€5/...£c8-£€6/...f7-
f5 etc. White can only hope heis resilient enough to endure this, because he has no aggressive ambitions of his own.

9..0-0 10.2\bd2 Bd8 11.2e2 Ha5 12.£d3
12.8hd1 Hxcd 13.5xc4 HHds5=

12..2d5
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13.22b3

13.5)c4 £5! 14.5)xa5 Hxc3+ 15.bxc3 £xd3+ 16.52d2 ed+ 17.8d4 5=;
13.8Bacl b6! 14.b4
(14.cxb6 axb6 15.a3 Ab7!2)
14...2b7 15.c6 Nd6 16.5)d4 €5 17.5\b5 294+ 18.f3 £f5 19.c7 £xd3+ 20.2xd3 2d7 21.5Hxd6 Exd6T

13...c6

Black is happy to ‘just play’ this position down a pawn, without feeling any urgency to regain it. Petrosian once said
(paraphrasing) that ‘too often players sacrifice a pawn and then go on to play asif they blundered it’.

14.Ehd1

14.2acl 5 15.2hd1 h6 16.5fd2 f5 17.f3 2e6 18.4)c4
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18...e4! 19.fxed fxed 20.8xed Hxc3+ 21.bxc3 &xca+ 22.f2 2f8+ 23.22gl Bae8=;
14.8c2 a5 15.a4 &e6=

14...&xc3!? 15.bxc3 Hxc3+
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16.¢bf1

16.cel A\b4 17.2e2 Hc2+ 18.86f1 Hixdl 19.8xd1 Exdl+ 20.8xd1 Hxe3+ 21.fxe3 2e6 22.50)fd4 £d5 23.2f3 £xf3
24.gxf3 b6= A rook is no worse than two knights in the endgame.

16..2xd1 17.8xd1 Db4 18.9bd4 Hxd3 19.8xd3 £e6 20.8d2 &c4+ 21.skel £d5=
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It may not be clear from the looks of this position, but it will be clear that Black is no worse, perhaps even to be
preferred, once he achieves ...f7-f6 and ...e7-€5.
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1.e4 ¢c52.c3 d5 3.exd5 ¥xd5 4.d4 g6 5.2f3 Dcb!? 6.2e2 297
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7.c4

7.dxc5 We do not take on d1 this time because White can retain his castling rights by recapturing with the bishop.
7..%xc5
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8.Ha3
(8.2e3 Wa5 9.0-0 £f6 10.9a3 0-0 11.5c4 Wic7 12.Wcl HHd5 13.2h6 e5=)



8..4f6 9..b5 0-0 10.2e3 Wf5=;
7.5a3 cxd4 8..b5
(8.cxd4 H)f6 9.5)b5 0-07)

8..Wd8! 9.)fxd4 Hxd4 10.5Hxd4 &6 11.Wad+ £d7 12.Wb4 Wb6 13.Wxb6 axb6 14.a3 0-0 15.0-0 Hd5 16.2c4 £c6
17.2d1 e6=;

7.2€3 cxd4 8.cxd4 &6 9.9¢3 Wab 10.0-0 0-0
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Thisisawell-known position from the Tarrasch Queen’s Gambit Declined (Rubinstein Variation), with colors reversed.
Thus, White is effectively playing the Tarrasch QGD atempo up here, but thistempo is only enough to allow him to
equalize, and in fact | still prefer Black. 11.%b3

(11.a3 £€6 12.b4 Wds=)
11..¥bd! 12.d5 ¥ixb3 13.axb3 H\b4 14.2c4
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14...b5! 15.5xb5
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(15.2¢5 bxc4 16.£xb4 cxb3 17.£xe7 Ee8 18.d6 £€6)

15...5fxd5 16.8xa7 £\xe3 17.8xa8 Dxf1 18.xf1 a6 19.2xf8+ &xf8 20.H)c3 &xca+ 21.bxcd Hd3=

7..¥d8!

The queen turns out to be happier on d8 than d6 because it won’t come under attack from White' s »\b1-a3-b5 or Hf3-

g5-e4.
7..Wd6 8.d5 H\d4

(8..5)65 9.5\g5! (9.5)xe5 £xe5 10.5)¢3 £1f6 11.£h6 £d7 12.h3 0-0-0=) 9...50h6
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10.5e4 (10.5¢3 Hf5 11.5ged Wc7=) 10...¥b6 11.5bc3 )5 12.0-0 0-0 13.b3 Hd4 (13...1d8 14.8b2 b6 15.Wd2 £b7
16.Haels) 14.8b2 £d7 (14..F5 15.5ad+) 15.f4 5 16.fxeb fxed 17.66+)

9.5 xd4!
(9.5),c3 H)xf3+ 10.8xf3 HHh6 11.0-0 H)f52)
9...cxd4 10.0-0 &Hf6 11.6a3!
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11...0-0 12.22b5 Wb6 13.a4 Ded 14.8f3

(14.a5 W6 15.2f3 Hd6 16.9xd6 exd6 17.b4 £f5 18.c5 d3 19.82a3 Wd4e)
14...5d6 15.9xd6 exd6 16.b3=

(16.2e4)

8.d5

8.dxc5 Wxd1+ 9.&xd1 £e6 10.2e2 Hh6 11.0c3 Hf5 12.0-0 0-0 13.2d1 2fd8 14.2f4 &H\fd4 15.5xd4 Hxd4 16.£2d3
Hac8=

8. d4
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9./c3

9.\xd4 cxd4 10.0-0

(10.2d2 €5! (10...e6!? 11.5)e4 exd5 12.cxd5 He7 13.8b5+ f8w) 11.0-0 (11.f4 exf4 12.0-0 He7=) 11...5e7 12.8el
0-0 The position isrich, and offers mutual chances. 13.£f1 b6 14.a4 Hf5 15.a5
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15...b5! 16.b3 £e8 17.£d3 £b8 18.2a3 #H\d6=)
10...e5!
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) 11...9e7 12.Wad+ £d7 13.W%a3 0-0 14.295 16

a b c d e f g h
It is very unclear which side’'s passed pawns are stronger here, but determining this over the board will certainly lead to

)

(11.dxe6 &xeb 12.Wad+ Wd7 13.Wxd7+ &xd7 14.8el 0-0-0=; 11.hd2 He7 12.Wad+ 2d7 13.Wh3 b6 14.f4 exf4

15.9e4 0-0 16.&2xf4 &Hf5

(10...e6!? 11.8el (11.dxeb £xeb 12.Wad+ Wd7 13.Wxd7+ &£xd7
11...5e7 12.2d3 0-0 13.a4 b6

15.2d2 exd5 16.2a5 b6 17.2b4 £f7 18.£f3 £f8x)
11.Eel

(13...f51? 14.f3 f4 15.5)d2 ©f52)

14.b4 £f5 15.2f1 EeB

an interesting fight.
9..&xf3+ 10.£xf3 &h6
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Once Black plants his knight on d4 he should be well positioned for anything White throws at him.

11.0-0

11.&xh6 (The concept for this move is borrowed from awell known line in the English: 1.c4 c5 2.5)f3 £c6 3.93 g6
4.292 £g7 5.5c3 d6 6.0-0 Hh6 7.d4! cxd4 8.2xh6! £xh6 9.20xd4). 11...2xh6 12.0-0 0-0 13.2el £d7 14.%e2

(14.%b3 b8 15.Wa3 b6=)

14...82e8 15.&94
R Y™
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a b cde f g h
15...f5! 16.£f3 a6 17.a4 b8 18.a5 2g7=

11...5f5 12.8e1 0-0 13.295
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White may do without provoking ...h7-h6, but Black continuesin more or less the same way. 13...2d4 14.2e4
(14.2c1 a6 15.b3 He8 (15...2d7?! 16.295 He8? 17.d6+) 16.2e4 £d7 17.%d2 f5 18.2d3 €5 19.dxe6 Hxe6=)

14...8e8 15.8c1 £d7 16.%d2 f5 17.£d3 €5 18.dxeb H\xe6 19.£6e5 £c6=

13..h6 14.2f4 Hd4
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Asinthe Breyer Variation of the Maroczy, Black’ s knight on d4 is a nuisance for White to play around. The following
variations illustrate some possible ways the game might continue, but in general Black can probably just figure things
out over the board from here. The position is roughly equal.
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15.8cl
15.2e4 g5 16.2€3 €5 17.dxeb £xe62

15...2d7 16.2e4 Be8 17.¥d2 g5 18.2e3 f5 19.2d3 €5!

B WE W
fx/g7 ﬁ

&\\\

aaaaaaa

.................

A N w0 N
\_

E ?!l'

BES Df&
!!l'
h-
“x
!!l'

20.dxe6 &xeb 21.2d5 Wd7 22.8xd4

22.b4 b6 23.bxc5 bxc5 24.Wa5 4 25.8xd4 £xd4 26.5\c7 Wd8 27.Wa6 &xf2+ 28.%xf2 Wd4+ 29.¢bf1 Wxd3+ 30.¢bgl
Wd4+ 31.¢h1
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31...f3!! 32.gxf3 Wif4 33.Wh7 Zab8 34.2)xe6 Exb7 35.4xf4 Bxel+ 36.8xel gxfa=




22..8xd4
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23.b4 b6 24.bxc5 bxch 25.8xe6 ®ixe6 26.2c7 Wif6 27.4xa8 Exa8=



l.e4c52.5f3 g6 3.c3

This move order is recommended by GM Sveshnikov in his book ‘ The Complete ¢3 Sicilian’ as particularly effective
against the system | am recommending against 2.c3. White' sideaisto delay d2-d4, so that after 3...d5 4.exd5 Wxd5
White has the option of 5.a3, considered better for White by Sveshnikov. Black has two ways to transpose to the main
line of this chapter: either play 3...d5 and allow Sveshnikov’'s 5.5 a3, or play 3...4)c6 and allow a ‘delayed’ Rossolimo
(4.£b5). According to my analysis, either of theseisfine for Black, but 3...%c6 is more in keeping with my
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recommended repertoire for reasons | will make clear in this subchapter.

3...d54.exd5

4.8b5+ This effectively leads to aforced draw, which may be (for some) another reason to prefer 3...4c6. 4...£d7
5.8xd7+ ¥xd7 6.9 e5 We6 7.Wb3!?
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7..¥xe5 8.Wxb7 Wxed+ 9.%f1
(9.22d1?? Wad+ 10.b3 Wce—+)
9..Wd3+ 10.ckel
(10.52g1? €6 11.Wxa8 £d6F)
10.. Wed+ 11.¢f1=

4..¥xd5 5.Ha3
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Sveshnikov is quite optimistic about White's chances. “White devel ops quickly and takes afirm grip on the initiative’.
5.d4 &c6 This transposes to the main line of the Alapin (2.c3 d5 3.exd5 ¥xd5 4.d4 g6 5.2f3 &\c6).




5..£97 6.d4

Thistransposesto 1.e4 c5 2.c3 d5 3.exd5 Wxd5 4.d4 g6 5.2f3 £97 6.9a3, and | think it isfine for Black. However, |
recommend (in the main line of the Alapin section) that Black plays 5...4)c6 instead of 5...297, so this variation does
not ‘come up’ in the main move order. That being said, | recommend 5...4¢6 because | don't like Black’s position after
5...297 6.2bd2! which is not the case here, so some readers may prefer to allow this line rather than allowing a delayed
Rossolimo with 3...2c6.

6.£2c4 Thisis Sveshnikov’ s recommendation (following up with: 6...%Wed+ 7.2e2). 6...Wed+ 7.2€2

a) 7.We2 Wxe2+ 8.&xe2 (8.2xe2 abl=) 8...0)f6 9.d4 (9.2b5 Hd5=) 9...cxd4 10.20xd4 0-0 11.0-0 2d8 12.28d1 £d7
13.2f3 Hcb=;

b) 7.f1 266 8.262 £1¢6 9.5 W5 10.5)xe6 ¥xe6 11.Wb3 Wd7=;
7..56 8.0-0
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We have been following Sveshnikov’ s recommendations from his book, but here he only gives 8...0-0 which Miezis
played against him in 2005. The improvement for Black was first played by Van Kampen in 2011.

a) 8.5b5 Wc6 9.4 (9.5e5 Wh6 10.4)c4 Wd8 11.04 a6 12.5\ba3 b5 13.£f3 Ba7 14.8f4 Hfd7=) 9...0-0 10.0-0 a6
11.55 b6 12.dxc5 (12.6)a3 £e6=) 12...¥xc5 13.¥d4 Hbd7=;

b) 8.d4 cxd4 9.5b5 (9.0xd4 ¥xg2 10.£f3 Wh3T; 9.¥xd4 ¥xd4 10.5xd4 0-0 11.0-0 2d8 12.2d1 £d7 13.£f3 &)c6=)
9...0-0 10.2bxd4 (10.22¢7 dxc3 11.5xa8 Hd5—+; 10.¥xd4 Wxd4 11.Hbxd4 £d7 12.0-0 Hc6 13.9b3 Bad8 14.4¢c5
£¢8=) 10...4)¢6 11.0-0 £g4=;

8...co!
(8...0-0 9.d4 cxd4 10.Hxd4+ Sveshnikov-Miezis 2005)
9.d4

a) 9.2l 0-0 10.£c4 (10.£b5 Wd5 11.2xc6 Wxc6 12.8xe7? £e6T) 10...Wf5 11.6)c2 Wh5 12.h3 (12.262 £d8=)
12...2d8 13.%e2 H\d5 14.d4 cxdd 15.5cxdd Hixdd 16.cxdd £6!= (16...66? 17.£052);

b) 9.5b5 0-0 10.8el £d8 11.d4 £g4! 12.h3 £h5!
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13.£2€3 (13.g4? £xg4 14.hxgd Wixga+ 15.5f1 Wh3+ 16.2g1 cxd4 17.cxd4 2d5T) 13..2d5 14.%cl Hxe3 15.%xe3
Wxe3 16.fxe3 &xf3 17.8xf3 cxd4 18.exd4 €5 19.dxe5 D xe5=;

9...cxd4 10.9b5
(10.20xd4 Hxd4 11.cxd4 0-0 12.£f3 Wif5 13.2el Hd5=)
10...0-0 11.5fxd4 &xd4 12.9xd4 e5
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13.%9b5 W6 14.Wd6 £d7 15.8d1 a6 16.£95 Zad8 17.%xc6 £xc6 18.d6 h6 19.£h4 Ed7 20.5c4 &d5 21.293 Ee8
22.a4 D47 1/2-1/2 (40) Michalczak, T (2325)-Van Kampen,R (2519) Dortmund 2011.

6...cxd4
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7.8c4

7.0b5 Hab 8.0)bxd4 & f6 9.£b5+ £d7 10.We2 0-0 11.£xa6 bxab= 12.Wxa6?? e5 13.5e2 £b5 14.Wa5 Wd3 15./g3
Hhb5—+

7..We4+ 8.2e3 Ah6
Not 8...dxe3?? 9.&xf7+ winning.
9.cxd4

9.2b5 0-0 10.cxd4 & c6 11.4¢3
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Black has two equally viable options here. 11...Wf5 isriskier, but perhaps more fun asit involves an unclear piece
sacrifice. 11...Wg4!?

(11...Wf5!? 12.h3 (12.0-0 Hg4 13.h3 Hxe3 14.fxe3 e6= Black will be fine after he relocates his queen to €7 viaf6.)
12.. W35 13.94 (13.d5 He5 14.5xe5 £xe5 15.8xh6 &xc3+ 16.82f1 £g7 17.8xg7 shxg7 18.¥d4+ f6 19.Hel Wba=)
13...xg4! 14.hxg4 &xg4)

12.h3 ¥h5 13.%d2
(13.0-0 £)5=)
13..004 14.£95 h6 15.8h4 Hf6=

9...0-0 10.0-0 »f5 11.¥b3 6
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I’ ve seen some grandmastersin America play thisline against lower rated players in Swiss tournaments presumably to
obtain winning chances but in my view White is playing with little risk: the isolated pawn is inadequately blockaded, so
it can always be pushed if White is content to neutralize the position.

12.8ael

12.5\b5 £)c6 13.5c3
(13.2d3 ¥d5 14.Wa3 HHxe3 15.fxe3 ¥ds-=)
13..Wg4 14.8€2 H)xe3 15.fxe3 Whs=

12...9xe3 13.8xe3
13.fxe3 Hcb=

13.. %4 14.d5 exd5 15.2xd5 Dab 16.Ecl ¥Wf6=
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1.e4 c5 2.3 g6 3.c3 &cb
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| prefer this move order, because | quite like the delayed Rossolimo (4.£05) for Black, especialy if itisan Alapin
player on the White side.

A N w o N o

4.8b5

This transposes to a harmless variation of the Rossolimo: 1.e4 ¢5 2.5f3 \¢c6 3.£b5 g6 4.c3.
4.d4 d5 5.65
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Aside from transposing to the main line of the Alapin subchapter with 5.exd5, thisis White's only serious attempt at
playing for an advantage. However, | prefer Black in the tense struggle which ensues.

(5.dxc5 This offers White no advantage whatsoever. 5...dxe4 6.Wxd8+ Hxd8 7.)d4 £g7 8.2b5+ £d7 9.8xd7+ ©xd7
10.0-0 Hc6 11.2d1 Hxd4 12.cxd4 f5 13.5¢3 heb! 14.d5+ f7=; 5.exd5 ¥Wxd5 This transposes to 1.e4 ¢5 2.c3 d5
3.exd5 Wxd5 4.d4 g6 5.3 £c6.)

5...cxd4 6.cxd4 294 Black hasideas of ...%d8-b6, ....Ag8-h6-f5, etc. The position playsitself. 7.2e2

a) 7.bd2 Hh6 8.n3 £xf3 9.0xf3 Hf5 10.Wad (10.g4 Dg7=) 10...a6 11.2d3 Wd7 12.8xf5 Wxf5 13.Wh3 Wd7=;

b) 7.2b5 Wb6 8.2xc6+ ¥xc6 9.0-0 €6 10.h3 £xf3 11.Wxf3 £g7 12.9)¢c3 &He7 13.£95 Hf5 14.9e2 h6 15.2d2 0-0=;
7...9h6 8.2 bd2
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GM Hoyos now faltered against Topalov with 8...f6? but he would have had a dightly preferable position after 8...5)f5.
8..2f5

(8...f62 9.exf6 exf6 10.0-0+ Topalov-Leon Hoyos, Mexico 2010)
9.0-0 Wb6 10.Wad e6=
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Black isready to set up the ‘V’-structure with ...h7-h5, and it is unclear whether White has anything other than
defensive ambitions.

4..897
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5.0-0

5.d4 Wab! 6.£xc6 bxcb 7.0-0 Hf6
(7...cxd4 8.cxd4 96 9.4¢3 0-0 10.£95 h6 11.£d2 ¥Wh6 12.b3 d6 13.Ecls)
8.2el 0-0
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9.e5
(9.£95 h6 10.£h4 cxd4 11.cxd4 g5 12.£93 Dh52)
9..20d5 10.c4 Hc7 11.dxc5 ¥xc5 12.b3 d6 13.£b2 &gd=;

5.2xc6? Thisis premature, as Black planned to expend atempo next move with ...a7-a6 inducing White to take on c6.
5...dxc6=

5...a6!
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I very much like this move, which grew up in the 1960s in the arsenals of grandmasters Mednis, Taimanov, and Pirc.
Black demands a decision from White, and the ‘wasted’ tempo on ...a7-a6 is not really a waste when we consider that
White rarely couples £b5xc6 with c2-c3 in the Rossolimo.




6.2XC6

6.2a4 b5 7.4c2 d5 8.d4 cxd4 9.cxd4 &g4=

6...dxco!

White wishes the c-pawn were on ¢2; on c3 it obstructs the natural square for the knight, and also weakens the d3-

square. The only way for White to make sense of his position isto play for d2-d4.
6...bxc6 7.d4 cxd4 8.cxd4 &6 9.4¢3 0-0 10.8el d6 11.h3 Eb8 12.Wc2 ¥h6 13.b3+

7.d3

7.n3 Wd3! 8.2el #f6 9.E2e3 ¥d8 10.d4 0-0 11.25bd2 cxd4 12.cxd4

A N w b OO N o

12..5e8! A thematic ideafor this structure: Black has his eye on the to-be d5 hole after an eventual ...f7-f5. From €8,
the knight can reach d5 either via e8-d6-b5-c7-d5 or directly e8-c7-d5. 13.b3 H\c7 14.5) ¢4 5 15.b6 b8 16.exf5

(16.xc8 Exc8=)
16...&xf5 17.2a3 Heb
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18.5 ¢4 Dxd4 19.2xe7 Wd5 20.2xf8 Exf8 21.5xd4
(21.5el c57)
21..8xd4=;
7.04? cxd4 8.cxd4 £g4 9.0bd2 Wxd4! 10.%b3 Wd7 11.0g5 Hh6 12.f3 Wdd+ 13.5oh1 £c8 14.8d1 Wars

A N w o N o

7..£041? 8.h3 &xf3 9.Wxf3 Nf6
9..e510.04 a5 11.5a3 »e7 12.2e3 b6 13.5)¢4 0-0 14.Wg3 f6 15.2fd1+

10.Ed1 0-0 11.d4 cxd4 12.cxd4
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12...2e8!
A recurring theme.

13.2e3 Nd6 14.2d2 6
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All of Black’s pawns are on light squares; as such, he plans to occupy the light squared to-be hole on d5. For his part,
White will seek dark-squared holes like d6 and c5 for his knight, but Black’s dark squared bishop can protect these
squares, whereas White' s dark-bishop cannot protect White' s corresponding weaknesses on the light squares.

14...f5!? 15.e5 9b5 16.20b3 €6 17.4)c5 f4 18.2c1 Hxd4 19.Wed We7wo
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N
N

15.8acl f5 16.e5 A\b5 17.%f4
17.DcA? {4 F

17..8¢7 18.2c4 Dd5 19.Wf3 Bf 7=
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